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NEW! 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE goes 
monthly in December. As a 
bonus Jeff Cooper will have a 
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THE O/VLY MAGAZINE FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURER! 

The newest, most controversial adventure magazine to ever 
appear. Provides up to date Info on mercenaries, soidlers*of- 
fortune, the BATF Gestapo, combat pistol craft, automatic 
weapons, knives and knife fighting, espionage, clandestine 
operations, elite military units, self defense and survival. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

YES! I want to join the Professionals and find out 
where the action is. 
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(The Low Light Level Specialists) i 


Most Advanced 
Night Vision Goggles 
In the World Today 


Extremely High Gain and Resolution - 

• Totally Passive & Covert, Emits No Detectable Light ' _ 

• Militarized & Rugged 

• Same Model as used by Military & Intelligence Agencies 

• Complete Hands Free Night Surveillance — Worn on Face 

• Self-contained, Extremely Lightweight (1.88 lbs.) - 

• No Domestic Sales Restrictions 

• Ideal for Driving Vehicles, Piloting Airplanes, Heli¬ 
copters & Boats without lights 
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Long Range, Hane Held & Weapon 
Sighi Mounted, Night Vision Starlight 
Scopes also available 


For Further Detailed 


Information Send $5.00 To: 
IMPOSSIBLE ELECTRONIC 
TECHNIQUES, INC. 

P.O. Box 69 Dept. SF, Wayne, Pa. 19087 
(216^ 687-5400 TWX: 510-668-2373 
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THE PfOORtAL 
OOCUWENTARY 
OF HIS LIFE 


Review the Treops[ 

Let the battle-scarred warriors of the world’s 
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Any 4 for only 98< 

with membership 


The Roman Legions, the “Flying Tigers." the WWI dough¬ 
boys. the colonial Minutemen...now you can meet the sol¬ 
diers of the world's historic armies, and relive their struggles 
and strategies through the MILITARY BOOK CLUB. 

Each month, you’ll enjoy big savings on books you love. 
You’re invited to choose any four of these volumes for only 
98e. plus shipping and handling, with membership in the Club. 

How the Club works. 

After your membership’s accepted, you’ll receive your four 
books for 98C plus shipping and handling. If you are not 
satisfied, return them within ten days, cancel your member¬ 
ship. and you owe nothing. 

Once you've purchased just four more books during your 
first two years of membership you may resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive, 
free, the Club’s magazine describing the coming selection and 
adtemates, which will save you up to 30% off publishers' 
edition prices. 

If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be shipped to 
you automatically. If you want an alternate, or no book at all, 
indicate your preference on the order form and return it by 
the date specified- That date allows you 10 days to decide. If 
you receive an unwanted selection because you had less than 
10 days, return it at our expense. There is a shipping and 
handling charge on ail books shipped. 


The Military Book Club offers its own complete, hardbound 
editions sometimes altered in size to fit special presses and 
save members even more. 

Note: Prices shown are publishers' edition prices. 


FREE! When you loin. 

2 Giant Full-G)lor World War II 
Strategy Maps. 



Military Book Club 

Dept. TR-323. Garden City. NY 11530 

Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the four books whose numbers I have 
printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98(P plus shipping and 
handling. I understand that I need buy only four more books 
at regular low Club prices during the first two years of my 
membership to complete my purchase commitment. My 
membership wilt be subject to the terms and conditions pre¬ 
sented in this ad. Also send me the two free WWII Strategy 
Maps, mine to keep whether or not 1 remain a member 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 
four selections. I may return the books within 10 days. My 
membership will be canceled. I may keep the two WWII 
Strategy Maps, and I wilt owe nothing. 

Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set. write 9134 in 2 
boxes, then choose 2 more selections. 
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book I could not put down once I started reading it. It kept me up 
most of the night reading it to the last page. It examined euery 
aspect of the death of Mary Jo Kopechne in the best tradition 
of investigative reporting. All the seamy details of that 
terrible night when a gid was needlessly allowed to 
die have now been carefully drawn together for 
all to read.*' 

—Ralph de Toledano 
Copley Newspapers 


‘‘Demolishes Teddy.** 
—David Brudnoy, 
Globe 


•The 
Tedrows 
make it 
abundantly 
clear that the 
facts of the case 
were bottled up 
from the begin¬ 
ning to end, rn the 
interests of protecting 
Teddy Kennedy. * 

—M. Stanton Evans 
Los Angeles Times 

Tf you are going to read only one 
book about Chappaquiddick, the 
best one so far is the volume by the 
Tedrows. It is terse, brief, and covers 
everything. It solves the problem of what 
actually happened.** 

—Jeffrey Hart, National Review 

•‘A spate of books on the Chappaquiddick 
incident have recently appeared. By far the most 
devastating for the Senator is the book by the 

Tedrows.** 

—Safurday Evening Post 


“The Tedrows 
succeed in demol¬ 
ishing Ted's flimsy 
accounts of the incident.** 

—Louisville Courier Journal 

‘Attorney Richard Tedrow and his son Thomas 
devastatingly dissect Kennedy's testimony and that of 
others following the event and counter with contradictory 
statements made by those involved.** 

—Ralph Hollenbeck, King Features 


ms WU DO IT. 


Ads to sell books are supposed to go into enormous 
detail, lavish praise, long descriptions. We’ll merely say 
that Thomas and Richard Tedrow have done an exhaus¬ 
tive job of research, their book is well written, carefully 
presented, and what you’ve suspected all along is true. 
The 220 pages contain facts never before disclosed. It’s a 
book you must have on your own bookshelf, preferably 
toward the front. 

We don’t, of course, expect you to take our word 
for that. You’re invited to examine “Death at Chappa¬ 
quiddick” for 10 days on an absolute, no-strings-attached 
money-back guarantee. If you decide the book is not an 
invaluable investment, just return it within the 10 days, 
and we’ll refund your $9.95 in full, no questions asked. 

P.S. Mary Jo Kopechne did not die from drowning. 


r 
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To: Green Hill Publishers, Inc. SF-4A 

■ 



P.O. Box 738 

1 



Ottawa, Illinois 61350 

1 


wm 

Yes. Send me the hard-cover Death at Chappaquidick 

1 



for 10-day examination. Check or Money Order for 
$9.95 is enclosc>H 

1 

Charge to Q Mastercharge i^Q|| Q BankAmericard 

1 

1 Account no_ 

Expiration date i 

1 


name_ 

address. 



•date 

2ip 

1 

1 city 
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Important ttatatK .. very worth white 
book John Terra!ne^ London Z?a/7/ 
Tetegraph ^ -v^' 

With swift tank attacks and sweeping^- 
masses of armor, the Panzer Army surged 
to the edge of victory in the struggle for 
North Afrita, A fascinating story of what 
the Germans called "the gentlemert's war/ 

$ 12 . 00 ^ 


ISBN: 0 89141 064 3 




At your bookstore, or order from Presidio 
Press Distribution Center, Box 978 SF, 
Edison, NJ 08817 


-SATISFACTION GUARANTEED- 


Send now for free catalog of books on 
military history and current affairs- 




FLAK 



C HEERS FOR 
HORSES ... 

Sirs: 

As a long-time believer in horse cavalry, 
I thoroughly enjoyed “The Cavalry Rides 
Again” (SOF, November ’78, January 
’79, February ’79).... 

Writing for the Military Review, May 
1969, Maj. James McCaskey stated the 
case for horsepower very well. He said the 
horse cavalry was well suited to counterin¬ 
surgency work. Its ease of route-altering 
made countermeasures such as mines and 
boobytraps considerably harder to em¬ 
ploy effectively against it. Besides the age- 
old psychological advantages noted by 
Maj. Williams, the economy of the horse 
is hard to overlook in fuel-starved areas 
such as Rhodesia. A UH-IB helicopter, 
for instance, can carry eight combat- 
equipped troopers for eight hours and re¬ 
quires 4000 pounds of fuel. Eight horses 
could do the same on 200 pounds of hay 
and grain. 

I close with Maj. McCaskey’s words, 
"'Nothing is really obsolete unless 
something has come along which can do 
the job better under the same conditions. 
Nothing better than the horse has yet ap¬ 
peared to assume the cavalry role in 
security patrolling.” 

S.T.T. Rouillier 
St. Francisville, Louisiana 

EWIS GUNSHIP EARLIER 
THAN TSMG ... 

Gentlemen: 

I received your March ’79 issue of SOF 
and thoroughly enjoyed your article on 
the Thompson sub-machine gun. I found 
the picture of the early gunship with four 
downward-pointing Thompsons especial¬ 
ly interesting, but I would like to state that 
the idea was not the first of its kind. 

The earliest gunship I know of with any 
certainty was developed by a Royal Flying 
Corps pilot serving in Mesopotamia (mod¬ 
ern-day Iraq). I read about it in a book I 
found several years ago which included 
two photographs of the plan in question. I 
believe the year was 1916. The setup con¬ 
sisted of a B.E.2 two-seater flown as a 
single-seater. Mounted under the plane’s 
fuselage were five Lewis guns, pointing 
downward at a 45-degree angle and 


splayed outward at about a 30-degree 
angle. The gunship’s purpose was to at¬ 
tack Turkish aerodromes and troop con¬ 
voys. 

The idea worked beautifully when the 
pilot tested it, even though he could not 
reload his guns or clear jams while still air¬ 
borne. Unfortunately, he tested it near a 
squadron of British cavalry who were 
watering their horses, and the roar of five 
Lewis guns firing all at once stampeded 
the mounts all over creation. The cavalry 
commander, understandably vexed, lodg¬ 
ed a complaint, and to make a long story 
short, the pilot was called on the carpet 
and told to abandon the idea. 

Sincerely, 

D.W. Reiley 

Elizabeth City, North Carolina 

G reetings from 

AFRICA ... 

Dear Bob: 

Just a few lines to wish you and all the 
staff at Soldier of Fortune magazine 
greetings from the Silhouette Hand- 
Gunners Club of South Africa. 

Keep up the good work. Your magazine 
is enjoyed by all of us in the club. All the 
very best for 1979! 

Yours sincerely, 

Ken Groom 
Secretary/Co-Owner 
36 Westmilne 
78 West Street 
Durban 4001 
Natal 

Republic of South Africa 

T raining vs. 

TECHNOLOGY ... 

Sir: 

Just got my February ’79 SOF and read 
the article on the Magna Trigger. Put your 
flak vest on. Aside from being the berries 
as far as quality and technology go, what 
good is it? I’ve been a cop for 15 years and 
have seen and tried oodles of police toys. 
Most of them were poor substitutes for 
training. 

Assuming the device will never fail, 
there is still one basic problem — having 
one’s shooting arm put out of action. 
There won’t be time to switch the magic 
decoder ring to the other hand so you can 
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Sizes: S,M,L, XL 
n n r^RFFN — S44.9i 


.O.D. GREEN —$44.95 

CAMOUFLAGE—$49.95 
(Add $1.50 per jacket for shipping.) J ’ 'Jf* 

These are the latest G.l. Issue Nylon/Cotton con¬ 
struction with exclusive government quarpel water 
repellent. Complete with hide-away zipper hood. 
ORIGINAL G.L M-65 COLD WEATHER FIELD JACKET 
LINERS. 

Sizes S,M,L, XL. $15.95 ppd. 

M-65 Jacket Alaskan Hood. 

O.D. Green.$ 4.95 

w.w. I 

KNUCKLE KNIFE $19.95 each 

Exact reproduction — brass handle, 6 ” blade. 
Truly a collector’s Item. Check local laws before 
ordering. You must be over 21 years of age to order. 

•Special 2 for $35.00 + $1.50 per knife for shipping. 

BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE 
JACKET 

This attractive jacket Is 
brand new British government 
surplus. A lightweight, rugged, 
all-purpose jacket made of 
O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. 

^ May never be available again. 

A -" : Sizes: S. M, L.... Only $9.95 

(plus $1.50 shipping) 

’’ •Please send height, chest 

J waist measurements 
^ for an exact fit. 


VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT The soft. 
collapsible hat made famous by our 
troops in Vietnam. Very comfortable. 

Sizes: S,M,L, XL..O.D. GREEN — $3.95 
CAMOUFLAGE - $4.95 
(Add 75* per hat for shipping.) 

BRAND NEW FACTORY FRESH 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

1 ^ 1. German Luger, 9mm.$ 8.95 

9 2 . AR-15/M-16 20-shot G.l.$ 4.00 

" 3. AR-15/M-16 30-shot G.l.$ 5.95 

1% 4. AR-15/AR-180 40 shot steel clip... $21.95 

U 5. RugerMlni-14 3Q-shot.223.$9.95 

I 6 . Colt .45 Auto, all models, 7-shot.. $ 5.00 
I y 7. Colt .45 Auto, all models, 15'Shot. $15.00 

8 . Colt .38 Super auto, all models... $ 7.50 

9. Colt .45 Auto, all models, stainless_$10.00 

10. Colt Gold Cup, Nat. Match, .38 Special, 5-Shot 

....$18.00 

11. Brown! ng 9mm Hl-Power, 13-Shot.$12.00 

12. Browning 9mm Hl-Power, 22-shot 

.$ 20.00 

13. Walther PP and PPK/s .380 w/flngerest $10.95 

14. Walther PPK .380 (pre 1968) w/flngerest $10.95 

15. Colt .38 Super auto, stainless , $12.00 

16. FN/FAL Assault Rifle, 20-shot . $24.95 

17. M-14(M-1A) Rifle 20-shot, 7.62mm..... .$12!50 

18. Thompson SMG, 40-shot drum.$59.95 

(Add 50* per magazine 
for shipping!) 




“THE LITTLE BLACK BOX'’ 


Warning this device is not to be used for 
surveillance! Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone Is picked up. Records entire 
conversation... Then automatically stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Can be attached anywhere 
along the line — plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 

Extremely useful around the home or office for 
making ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all 
incoming and outgoing calls. MINIATURE! Only 1“ x 

* * QMc\a\ S»»»V No«* Only.$29.95 

“P plus $1.00 shipping 


afsTjgy m «“'w 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
.$4.95 plus 75c shipping. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 


% T M 

r NEW S.W.A.T. COMBAT MAGAZINE 
EXTENSIONS FOR YOUR SHOTGUN 

increases shell capacity to 7 (16” bbis.) 8 (20” 
bbis.) or 10 (26" bbIs.). Made for Remington 070,1100; 
Winchester 1200; and Browning 5-A. Installs easily 
without alteration. Full warranty. Now used by the 

F.B.I, 7 or 8 Shot Model.. $20.00 

10 Shot Model.$36.00 

(Ple ase add $2.00 per unit fof shipping!) 

U 8 71 COLT .45 AUTO MAGS. & 

, ^ CLIP POUCH SET 

pouch with 

V \ ■/ / '/ ^ Brand New G.l. .45 auto 

V \ - -/* • / / / ^ 30 “'oes_Only $9.95 

J(Add 75* per set for shipping.) 

^ NEWAR-15&M-16' 

30 RD. MAGS. & NYLON POUCH 

New G.l. Nylon pouch with 3 30-rd. magazines. 

Only.$21.95 

(add 75* per set for shipping.) 

S.W.A.T. NIGHT FIRING DEVICE 

Night firing device... for Colt' M-16/AR-15, SIG- 
AMT. Heckler & Koch 91 and 93, AR-180, AR-18, FN -49 
and G-3 Rifles. Please specify....$16.00 

flgBSSR RUGER MINI-14 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS . . .. $26.00 
(Add $1-00 for shipping) 

^^RAND NEW! MILITARY EQUIPMENT! 

All items are brand new — Direct from the U.S. 
Gov’t. Contractors. The most rugged dependable, 
Combat-Proven items available! Do not confuse 
these genuine items with cheap, inferior Imports of¬ 
fered elsewhere! 

1. U.S.A.F. MA-1 Nylon Flyer’s Jacket, Fully rever¬ 
sible, O.D. and International Orange. Sizes: S, 

M, L. XL. $39.95 

2. U.S. Army D3-A Black Leather Gloves . $ 9.95 

3. U.S. Army O.D. Wool Gloves.$ 2.95 

4. U.S. Army O.D. Plastic Canteen with latest 

issue canteen cover.$ 5.95 

5. U.S. Army Original O.D. Flashlight.$ 4.95 

6 . G.l. Pineapple Grenade, w/detachable lever and 

pin, de-act I vated type.$ 6.95 

7. Military Police Nightstick, 22” long... .$ 5.95 

8 . Military Police Handcuffs, Peerless ... $17.95 
9, G.l. 1st Aid Kit, all emergency items In O.D. 

case that fits on belt.$ 4.95 

10. M-17 Gas Mask w/filters and bag.$39.95 

11. U.S. Army .45 auto belt holster.$14.95 

12 . U.S. Army M-7 .45 auto Shoulder holster 

...$19.95 

13. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, latest issue, 

mummy style, over 6 V 2 feet long.$ 49.95 

14. Used, G.L Sleeping Bag Covers... $ 7.95 

15. G.L Wool Blankets, O.D. Green.$19.95 

16. U.S.M.C. Camouflage Ponchos. $24.95 

17. G.L Vietnam Combat Pack, used.$ 4.95 

18. Late Issue U.S. Government C-Rations. 12 mix¬ 
ed meals, case. $34.95ppd. 

19. Vietnam Jungle Boots, Genuine G.L — NOT 
Korean imports. Full sizes only 6-14, regular or 

wide ..I .$29.95 

20. Genuine G.L Black Leather Combat Boots, 
these are the standard issue for all branches of 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Sizes: 6-14, reg. or wide. 

. $29.95 

21. U.S. Army M72 Nylon Pistol Belt.$ 7.95 

22. G.L O.D. ”T” Shirts S,M,L,XL, 6 of same size for 

.$15.00 

23. G.L OD Boxer Undershorts, Sizes: 34,36,38,40, 

4 2 . 6 for$ 12 .p 0 

24. U.S.M.C. Camo Poncho liners _$24.95 

25. U.S.A.F. Pilot’s Survival Knife with leather 

sheath and sharpening stone___$11.95 

26. U.S. Marine Corps Combat Knife, 7’ blade with 

leather sheath. $12.95 

27. U.S. Army Stainless Steel PocKet Knife, 
4-blades, knife, bottle-opener, screw driver, and 

hole puncher..$ 6.95 

29. U.S. Army Machete. 18” blade with O.D. canvas 
. sheath.$8.95 

IL ’All Items are genuine, not import junk I 

(Please add $1.00 shipping for 1st item, 
for additional items add 50'.) 

THE BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS 

“Improvised Munitions Handbook”, Is the most 
sought-after, here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
manual. Includes revealing chapters on: Improvised 
Explosives and Propellants; Mines & Grenades; 
Small Arms Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; 
Incendiary Devices; Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture Rocket Laun¬ 
chers, Pistols, Shotguns, and recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much more! New 
expanded edition! Limited Nunhber Available! 
ORDER NOW!.ONLY $10.00 postpaid 


U.S.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE /N 

FATIGUES, 

100% COTTON 

Genuine ^ Latest issue. Sizes 
small and medium only. Jacket 

and pants, set.$39.95 

O.D. G.I. FATIGUES 
1(X)% cotton, 4-pocket style 
trousers. Sizes 2642. 

Lengths; 30. 32. 34. Only .$12.95 IW 

Jackets to match. Small, medium, 

large, and X-Large. Only .. $12.95 ® ^ 

Complete Set Only. $24.95 W 

(Add $1.00 for shipping) 

ftgfrSIfflliJV* “PARALYZER" 

tear gas weapon 

“Paraiyzer" stops muggers, robbers and rapists 

instantly.A heavy spray of tear 

gas shoots out to a range up to 18 feet. Causes 
violent coughing and sneezing and a tremendous 
burning sensation to the eyes, nose and throat and 
skin. Completely disables the assailant for 10-15 
minutes without causing permanent Injury. 

You must be over 21 to order. 

POCKET MODEL.. .$4.95 ea. — $36.00 dozsn 

(fires 50 one-second blasts) 

POLICE MODEL.$6.95 ea. ^ $48.00 dozen 

(fires 70 one-second blasts) 

(Add 75* per unit for shipping.) 


6 -SHOT TEAR GAS/STARTER 
REVOLVER 

Fires 8 — .22 cal. tear gas 
or blanks in seconds. 


Heavy-duty metal. Checkered grips. 

BLUE — Reg.$11.95 Now Only.$6.95 

CHROME — Reg. $12.95Now Only.$7.95 

Hip Holster...$1.50 

Tear gas cartridges — (10 per pack).$1.50 

Extra-Loud Blanks — (100 per pack).$2.50 

(Add $1.00 per gun for shipping) 


# iU new PARATROOPER 
\J # p FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/22! Walnut with 
blued ordnance steel, ready to install. Fits all G.L and 

commercial Carbines. (Specify mfg.). $49.95 

plus $2.00 shipping 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22.) 

BRAND NEW 

M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

5-shot magazine.$2.00 

15-shot magazine. $2.00 

30-shot magazine.$3.50 

60-rd. Jungle Clip — (Clips 2 30-rd. mags, together) 

. $2.95 

Sling & Oiler.$2.95 

Mag. Pouch holds 215-rd. mags.$1.50 

Mag. Pouch — holds 2 30-rd. mags.$5.95 

Flash HIder.$9.95 

Muzzle Brake. .$9.95 

Ventilated Steel Handguard.$3.95 

Piston Nut Wrench — (Double-ended).$2.95 

Scope Base, no drilling or tapping.$9.95 

Carbines. CaL 30, Technical Manual .$5.95 

(Please add 50* per Item for shipping^ 

ORDERS 800-323-3233 ask 

for Operator # 

$25.00 MINIMUM PHONE ORDER! 

Information Number (312) 598-4466 
1 C.O.D. FEE — $3.00 EXTRA 
OMLV MINIMUM MAIL ORDER — $10.00 
|_ PLEASE J u.P.S. Delivery Only on C.O.D.’s. 

Please note We usually Shto 95 oi our orders wilhin 10 days 
Money orders and cen checks shipoed first , personal checks held 3-4 
wks But because ot the unique service we provide and the new law re- 
Quinng us to stale specific delivery times which m some cases we 
cannol do we can only acceni orders with the buyers unders- 
tandmg of an unspecified delivery dale and the buyers waiver of an ex¬ 
act delivery r^otificalion We will advise you on any backordered items 
and will refund you immediately upon your request Thank You Add53c 
per order lor insurance to avoid postal thefts m res add 5' sales tax 


ORDER TODAY! 


copyright 1978 


Dept. S-5 P.O. Box F 
Chicago Ridge, III. 60415 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

To order by mall, send check or money order or 
fill in the credit card information below. 

Please charge to my Visa/BankAmericard No. □ 

Master Charge No. □ Exp. Date - 

card No--- 

Signature 
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AN/COM ELECTRONICS 

INTRODUCES 
THE SUCCESSOR TO 
THE AN/PRC-6 
THE AN/PRC-6T 
AN ALL SOLID STATE VERSION 
OF THIS WORKHORSE 
PORTABLE THAT SETS A NEW 
STANDARD OF PERFORMANCE 
& RELIABILITY 



• UP TO TEN TIMES THE LIFE OF 
OF THE BATTERY/TUBE MODEL 

• TAKES STANDARD OR 

ALKALIDE 'D'CELL 

• UP THE RANGE OF STANDARD 

AN/PRC-6 

• GREATER RECEIVING 

SENSITIVITY 

• RUGGED WATER PROOF CASE 

REBUILT TO MIL SPEC 
• ACCEPTS STANDARD PRC-6 
CRYSTALS 

REFINISHED TO GOV'T SPECS 
CONVERTED TO ALL SOLID 
STATE 


$150,00 

ALL ITEMS SHIPPED PREPAID 

AN/COM 

ELECTRONICS 

5521 CLEON, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, 
CA 91601 (213)769-5518 


permanently rehabilitate your attacker, 
and he/she will probably dust you! 

Why let your gun get taken away in the 
first place? Anyone who surrenders his 
only gun better have checked the suicide 
clause in his insurance policy. Situations 
where your weapon might be snatched can 
be avoided, again by training, and good 
equipment also helps. A quality, close-in 
rig with a good release is a worthwhile in¬ 
vestment. Being able to be a mean s.o.b. 
in a scrape with a few hidden tricks is 
another. You may have to learn the hard 
way, but learn! 

Policemen often get into trouble by 
thinking they’re bionic, or sometimes not 
thinking much at all. I don’t believe so¬ 
phistication is the answer on the street. 
Heh, do you think Smith could build a 
Phaser, like Capt. Kirk uses? 
Respectfully, 

Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 
Shaker Heights Police Department 
Shaker Heights, Ohio 

R hodesian firearms 

REGULATIONS ... 

Dear Sir: 

I very much enjoy your magazine and 
have been a subscriber from the time you 
printed the first issue in 1975. I feel we 
have something in common in view of the 
fact that we both served as officers in the 
5th Special Forces Group in Vietnam; I 
was there in 1968-69. 

For the past five yars, 1 have been a 
deputy sheriff. However, 1 have decided 
to go to Rhodesia in about 60-90 days and 
would appreciate any information you 
could give me concerning regulations 
allowing the taking of firearms with me, 
both pistol and rifle. Will I be allowed to 
take them as luggage and will 1 be allowed 
to import them into Rhodesia? Any ad¬ 
vice will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

D.L.W. 

Indiana 

You should not have any difficulty in 
entering Rhodesia with a rifle and pistoL 
They must be declared as you process 
through customs and immigration. Am¬ 
munition for any other caliber than 9mm 
and .308 is difficult to obtain and expen¬ 
sive when you can. — The Eds. 

K eep the 

BERET ... 

Dear Sirs: 

1 am a paratrooper with the 82nd Air¬ 
borne Division. This letter concerns Gen. 
Rogers’ ruling on the demise of the 
maroon beret. 

It has been said that the 82nd is a con¬ 
ventional unit. To this I have to ask, what 
is conventional about a unit that para¬ 
chutes into combat, most often behind 
enemy lines, with limited supplies? Doing 
its job mostly on sheer guts and deter¬ 
mination? 

Uniformity, one of Gen. Rogers’ major 
points, is important. But what about unit 
pride, esprite de corps? He is lowering the 


morale of the finest Division in the Army 
and quite possibly the world. 

Despite Gen. Rogers, I will continue to 
serve my unit with pride and profes¬ 
sionalism. Keep up the good work; your 
magazine is the best there is. 

Sincerely, 

Clinton D. Mills 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 

A frican books 

AVAILABLE ... 

Dear Sir: 

Would you please tell me where I can 
order Mike Williams’ new book about 
Rhodesia? No one in Fort Worth has it or 
seems interested in it. Also, what is the 
name of Robin Moore’s book? I have one 
book by Moore, called Rhodesia. I read in 
SOF that he was to have a book about 
Americans fighting with the Rhodesian 
Army. 

SOF is the only magazine that tells it 
like it is. Keep up the good work. 

Yours truly, 

Bill Roberts 
Fort Worth, Texas 

All three books to which you refer have 
been or will be published by Condor 
Press, 29 E. Main St., Westport, Connec¬ 
ticut 06880. Mail orders should be sent to 
this address, marked to the attention of 
M.L. Walsh. 

Rhodesia by Robin Moore and Major 
Mike by Mike Williams (as told to Robin 
Moore) are now available. A revised, sec¬ 
ond printing of Major Mike is being 
printed and should be available by the 
time this issue of SOF hits the newsstands. 

Moore *s Crippled Eagles has not yet 
been published but will be distributed by 
Condor when it has been printed — The 
Eds. 

IVE LA 
LEGION ... 

Dear Sir: 

I want to commend you on your very 
fine informative magazine. Keep up the 
good work. Major John S. Arvidson’s ar¬ 
ticle on the French Foreign Legion was ex¬ 
cellent-plus and gave the reader an inside 
view of today’s Legion. 

I have been an admirer of the Legion 
for many years and have corresponded 
with the Legion, legionnaires and former 
legionnaires. In 1963, the First Foreign 
Regiment presented me with a complete 
camouflaged field uniform to commemo¬ 
rate a century of Camerone. The uniform 
is one of my prized possessions. 

My wife and I had the privilege of 
visiting France, in 1977, and went to 
Aubagne. The time spent in the Legion 
Museum and their Hall of Honor was 
worth the entire trip. 

Quoting Major Arj/idson, “This is 
disciplined professionalism.’’ 

Sincerely, 

L. C. Englert 
Wausau, Wisconsin 

Continued on page 79 
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LONG PLAY 

CASSETTE 

RECORDERS 

TEN HOURS (deluxe model) 129.00 
FOURTEEN HOURS 215.00 

• Automatic telephone recording device, the best since 1969, 
all solid state, U.S. made (no cheap import), 

• Voice activated switch, turns recorder on when voice 



IMPORTANT: our exclusive TA210X recording device, when 
used with ANY of our long play recorders, allows the recorder 
to be in '"standby mode" 24 hours per day WITHOUT current 
drain on the recorders' batteries. 

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFERS: 

• TEN HR. RECORDER + recording device + VOX 
$158.00 (you save $33.90) 

• 14 HR. RECORDER + recording device + VOX 
$235.00 (you save $42.90) 


World's first Dual-Speed 

MICRO CASSETTE 
RECORDER 

with ^ hours of recording time and 
VOICE ACTIVATOR! 

A truly professional microcassette recorder! 

• 172/3 hrs. $285.00 

• 2 hrs./4 hrs. $320.00 

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET: 

• 2 speed recorder 

• Voice activator 

• 1 long play cassette 

• 2 standard cassettes 

• Cassette head cleaner 

• Carrying case 

• Wrist strap 

• Batteries 

• Earphone 

FEATURES: 

• Capstan drive 

• Dual speed 

• Fast forward/cue 

• Rewind/review 

• Pause control 

• Recording/battery indicator 

• Auto shut off 

OPTIONS: 

• Electret tie clip microphone 

• AC adaptor 

• Car Adaptor 



Dimensions 

(with voice activator): 

6.5 X 2.6 X .89 in. 





BRIEFCASE RECORDER 


FEATURES: 

• Beautiful brown leather briefcase, only 3% In. THIN! 

• Manual on/off operation: push handle to left = on, push to right = off 

• Automatic operation by voice activated switch 

• Microphone located in left lock 

• Can be carried while recording 

• Recorder is located in lockable bottom compartment, top compartment 
holds papers, etc. 

• Recording time 4 hours per cassette (10 hr. model available, please inquire) 

• Heavy duty battery pack with electronic voltage regulation gives 90 hour 
operating time. 

Write for big, free catalog 

Factory Direct! VIKING INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Box 632 Newhall, California 91322 
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BOARD 

BULLETIN 


THE ULTIMATE IN 
SURVEILLANCE! 



K-88 FORWARD RECON. 
SCOPE 


• See them long before they see you! 
... If they ever do, it will be up to 
you and oh your terms! 

• So powerful are these optics that 

you can identify a vehicle at 6 
miles! ... Identify aircraft at 22 
miles! ... A sentry’s weapon at 4 

miles! 

• Can be used as a telephoto lens 

as well! (Specify yoUr current 35mm 
SLR and add $25) 

• Field Model comes complete with 
mini-pod, erecting prism, case, and 
36x eyepiece (add $20 for lOOx 
eyepiece) 

UGHT AMPLIFYING POWER = 
160x HUMAN EYE 
AVERAGE MAGNIFICATION = 
36x1Odx 

EFFECTIVE FOCAL LENGTH = 
lOOOmm (40 inches) 

TUBE LENGTH = 

200mm (8 inches) 

TUBE DIAMETER = 
125mm (5 inches) 

CLEAR APERATURE = 
90mm (3.5 inches) 
WEIGHT = 4 lbs. 

PRICE: $295.00 ppd. 

Send Cash, Postal Money Order, Certified 
Checks ONLY or Master Charge, Visa, or 
American Express number to: 


R.M.S. INC 

P.O. BOX 4489 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 
U.S.A. 

QUANTITY PURCHASE 
INQUIRIES INVITED 


R hodesian security forces 
BEING hired ... 

SOF photographer Darryl Tucker is 
finishing up a contract as a guard for the 
private security firm, Armaguard, on a 
ranch near Umtali located on the Rho- 
desian-Mozaiiibique border; Arnia- 
gUard’s Salisbury number is 67-766. 

Tucker reports that more and more ran¬ 
ches and large farms are hiring their own 
security forces. 

P ROFESSIONAL RUNS 

RHODESIAN SAFARIS ... 

George Graselli, a professional safari 
operator, is booking hunting parties in 
northwestern Rhodesia. This true ‘‘pro¬ 
fessional” is highly recommended by both 
Brown and Donovan who hunted with 
him in 1976. For further information, 
contact Grasselli, P.O. Box 220, Wankie, 
Rhodesia, Tel.: Wankie 55529. 

L etters support 

SOF ... 

Bill Cotriss Of Medina, New York, re¬ 
ports a recent flurry of letters supporting 
SOF, after an attack on the magazine in 
the Lockport, NY, Onion-Sun Journal's 
letters-to-the-editor column from a rather 
confused individual whose gorge had risen 
at hearing we ran ads for weapons, 
photographs of “supportive bloodshed” 
(whatever that means), and were more 
concerned with human destruction than 
human sexuality. To those of you who 
responded to this muddled diatribe: much 
thanks. 

C ’S 

GET F ... 

After serving faithfully in three wars, 
the infamous C-ration is being phased 
out. New combat rations are in the wings 
that will delight even the most delicate 
taste buds. Freeze-dried strawberries and 
pineapple nut cake are among the most 
appealing. 

Howeveri the always-prepared Army 
has warehouses full of old C- (canned) ra¬ 
tions, so don’t look for newer foodstuffs 
until sometime in 1983. 

According to taste tests in the field, the 
new grub passes with flying colors and 
weighs one-third less. 


M erc work 

AVAILABLE .;. 

Dave McGrady, a well-known South 
African professional, is forming a group 
called Mercenary Operations, Unlimited. 
Its operations will include small-unit, 
high-risk combat missions and seek-and- 
destrby, search-and-rescue strike forces. 
Recruited pros hail from the U.S., 
Canada, Great Britain, and France. 



Dave McGrady on Security ops, Rhodesia, ear¬ 
ly 1978. 


R IDGWAY ON 

RED BERET ... 

In a letter to the editor of the New York 
Times, dated 4 January 1979, Gen. Mat¬ 
thew B. Ridgway spoke out against bann¬ 
ing the Airborne’s red beret. Ridgway 
cited probable loss of esprit de corps as a 
major factor in his opposition to the deci¬ 
sion, declaring that: 

“Our Airborne is an elite corps, envied 
and feared by our foes and admired by 
our friends. Its members are imbued with 
the highest concepts of dedicated service, 
proud of its achievements and its uni¬ 
form, proud of the Airborne image in the 
public eye, and proud of the red beret, 
which marked them at once for all who 
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UGHT LOAD 

Most Effective Handgun 
Shooting Aid Ever Designed! 

There are dozens of thoughts and theories on how to improve one's accuracy, but the common 
denominator among them all Is — practice. To become a better shooter you must shoot... it’s that 
simple, or rather, that expensive. Why, with the high cost of ammunition, a few hours on the range can 
set a man back $100 or more and becoming a top notch marksman means a substantial investment — or 
did. that is. until now. 

Now there is a safe, economical and effective training device that will make you a better shooter and 
won’t break your bank in the process. It's called Light Load. 

What is a Light Load? 

Light Load is a precision engineered handgun conversion kit for dry firing that permits accurate 
simulation of the handgun firing process. It will Improve your sight alignment, grip, hand steadying, 
trigger squeezing, follow-thru and hit recording. The Light Load kit contains an electronic cylinder 
that replaces your gun’s cylinder, a lens tube that slips into the barrel, a regulation scale target 
and instruction brochure. 




Light Load is perfectly accurate. 

The Light Load lens tube is spring loaded and self aligning sothe image that you 
see on the target appears at the exact spot that a bullet hole would if you were 
firing a live round. Sight the gun exactly as you would normally do with a 
loaded weapon. If you are on with Light Load, you will be on with 
shells in the gun. 

Dramatically 


Improves 

Handgun 

Accuracy! 


Kit contains aii conversion 
components inducting 
reguiation scate target and 
instruction brochure. 


Light Load can be safely fired in 
your living room. 

The burst of fight that the Light Load unit emits is safe 
to both shooter and bystanders. This safety feature makes 
Light Load the finest device available to teach the entire family 
proper handgun use, safety and etiquette. Plus, it permits 
regulation scale target or combat shooting practice in the home with 
the same handgun you are accustomed to firing on the range or in 
the field. 

Light Load will not 
harm your handgun. 

All Light Load components are coated. 
They can be installed and removed any 
number of times with absolutely no effect 
'V on the gun’s performance or cosmetic 
appeal. 

Light Load for 
law enforcement. 

Any rangemaster or firearms instructor 
will applaud the value of simulated handgun 
firing as a training aid for police or military 
officers. Light Load gives recruits the oppor¬ 
tunity to learn the ins and outs of proper gun 
handling without risk of accidental dis¬ 
charge and resultant injury. Assures com¬ 
plete safety and adds a remarkable dimen¬ 
sion of authenticity to classroom firearms 
instruction. 


□ Yes, I want to improve my accuracy. Please send me_Light 

Load(s) at the limited time offer price of only $49.99 each plus $1.00 for 
postage. 

□ Also include_pairs of Duracell “n” Batteries @$1.49 pair, I have 

enclosed my check or money order in the amount of $_. (Make 

checks and money orders payable to: “Light Load") 

Models Available (Circle modelfs) desired) 


Cal. 

Mgf. 

Gun Models 

Frame 

Barred 

.357 

s & w 

13. 19. 65. 66 

K 

2 1 2" 


s & w 

13. 19. 65. 66 

K 

4" 


s & w 

13. 19. 65. 66 

K 

6" 


Roger 

New Model Black Hawk 


4 5/8" 


Ruger 

New Model Black Hawk 


6 1/2" 

.36 

S & W 

10, 14. 15. 64. 67 

K 

2" 


S & w 

10. 14. 15. 64. 67 

K 

4" 


S & W 

10. 14. 15. 64. 67 

K 

6" 

.44 

Ruger 

New Model Super Black Hawk 


7 1 2" 


Name 




-State 


□ visa 

Exp. Dote_ 


□ master charge 

_Card Number_ 


Signoture_ 


VISA' 


For C.O.D. GoH Collect 205-755 ^925 
Mail to: LIGHT LOAD, P.O. Box 547, Dept. SF 


Clanton. AL 35045 
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SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER 
50% OFF 



POLITICAL VIOLENCE 
AND INSDR6ENCT 


BMTEDBT 
BAUD E. OTIEILl 
DJ. AUESTS 
STEPHEN J. ROSSmi 


$6.45 

550 pp. 5”x«” HARDCOVER 


MMETSefUnsyrSu-tC 

rsfinizmion ssswiicns 



HARDCOViR 


$6.45 
SOFTCOVER 
JOvOS $4.45 


POLITICAL 
VIOLENCE AND 
INSURGENCY 

EDITED BY MAJOR BARD 
O’NEILL, MAJOR D. J. ALBERTS 
& LIEUTENANT STEPHEN J. 

ROSETTI 

“This is a timely and scholarly effort 
that seeks to illuminate generaliza¬ 
tions about the phenomenon of insur¬ 
gency ... it contains valuable infor¬ 
mation and insights on several insur¬ 
rections, particularly those in North¬ 
ern Ireland, Portuguese Africa, Thai¬ 
land, and Iraq. This book is recom¬ 
mended for those who wish to keep 
abreast of and understand revolu¬ 
tionary movements existing In the 
world today.” 

Brigadier General John S. Pustay 

Acting Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Intelligence, U.S. Air Force 


SECRETS OF 
UNDERGROUND 
ORGANIZATION & 
OPERATIONS 

Originally published by the Special 
Operations Research Office, under 
the auspices of the U.S. Army, this 
comprehensive work reveals for the 
first time under one cover how 
underground organizations are con¬ 
ceived, developed and organized; 
how they operate and conduct mis¬ 
sions. 

291 pp. 8”x7t” 



44MS $6.45 


VILLAGE 

DEFENSE 

INITIAL SPECIAL FORCES 
OPERATIONS IN 
VIETNAM 

BY COLONEL RONALD 
SHACKLETON 

Village Defense is a deceptively sim¬ 
ple title to a most complicated cam¬ 
paign conducted during the formative 
years of Special Forces operations in 
Vietnam. This personal account 
covers the Special Forces involve¬ 
ment during a phase of the war that is 
not really widely known. Unlike most 
“experts” who have gained fame for 
their writings on Vietnam, Shackleton 
learned the lessons he presents here 
first hand, the hard way, by trial and 
error. He did it! He lived it! 

175 pp. 8”x71" 


Add $3.00 P&H 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 

P.O. BOX 693, DEPT. SFF 
BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 


saw them. Without them, as both Eisen¬ 
hower and Bradley said, the D-Day inva¬ 
sion of Europe in June 1944 would have 
failed. 

“We should scrupulously maintain that 
pride of the Airborne, safeguard all the 
little things that made and sustain it, high 
among them the privilege of wearing the 
red beret, which cost our Government not 
one penny. The Airborne troopers proud¬ 
ly paid for it themselves.” 

Ridgway concluded his letter by public¬ 
ly protesting the Army’s decision and urg¬ 
ing its reversal. We second the general. 

A frican shortwave 

CORRECTION ... 

Wiliam J. Haberer of San Antonio, 
Texas, whose information on shortwave 
frequencies we printed in our March ’79 
issue, has called to tell us that Radio 
South Africa has changed its frequencies 
for European broadcasts and both time 
and frequencies to North America. The 
corrected schedule reads: 

RADIO RSA at 2100 to 2150 GMT to 
Europe on 11900, 15155, and 17780 Khz. 

At 0200 to 0250 GMT to North 
America on 9585, 9610, 11900, and 15220 
Khz. 

E nd RHODESIAN 
SANCTIONS ... 

By a margin of almost two to one, 
Britons say they are in favor of ending 
economic sanctions against Rhodesia, ac¬ 
cording to a recent Gallup poll. Wonder 
why Gallup doesn’t conduct a similar poll 
in the U.S.? 

R iggers 

NEEDED ... 

The 421st QM Company, HQed in 
Georgia, needs riggers. All Army Reserve 
benefits apply. Openings in Transporta¬ 
tion, Clerical, Supply, and Airborne 
[parachute rigger] are available. Contact 
421st Quartermaster Company, USAR 
Center, N. Macon St., Ft. Valley, GA 
31030 or call (912) 825-7982 collect or call 
toll free 1 (800) 431-1234. 







Attention: FBI 

Looks like a Denver, Colo. Theater is accepting 
mere applications. When does the investiga¬ 
tion begin? 
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P ow- 

MIAs ... 

Memberships are available in the Na¬ 
tional Human Rights Committee for 
POW-MlAs. Write to the national head¬ 
quarters: 86 Hill Street, Walden,* New 
York 12586, for further information. 

This organization is extremely active in 
keeping the issue of MIAs before the 
American people. On 9 August 1978, 
Ngo Phi Hung, a Vietnamese refugee, 
told a Congressional committee that he 
had personally seen 49 American POWs 
in Vietnamese prisons from May 1975, to 
April 1977. 

A portion of his statement follows: 
“About one month after the fall of 
Saigon I, in the course of my work, had 
occasion to visit a building and compound 
in Saigon which had been used formerly 
by U.S. A.LD. This first visit was on or 
about June 5, 1975. The purpose was to 
pick up the contents of the U.S. A.I.D. 
office to (be shipped) north. When 1 
presented my documents for this job, I 
was permitted past the guards and close to 
the compound, 

“At that time I heard voices speaking in 
English. I recognized what language it 
was, although 1 did not know what was 
being said. I asked some of the guards to 
teil me who the people were who were 
speaking in English and they said they 
were American POWs.” 

It will be interesting to see what action 
is taken by the Carter Administration on 
this matter. You can bet, though, that 
nothing will be done that would embar¬ 
rass the North Vietnamese; not with all 
that oil off their coast. 


V ET JOBLESSNESS 
QUERIED ... 

The House Veterans* Affairs Commit¬ 
tee is conducting a series of hearings 
across the U.S. to find out why the 
unemployment rate among Vietnam vet¬ 
erans remains high. Rep. William G. 
Hefner (D-NC), acting chairman of the 
education and training subcommittee, 
said Newark, NJ^ was selected as the site 
of the first non-Washington, DC, hear¬ 
ing. Those vets who have something to say 
are encouraged to contact the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC. 


U NESC 

SANCTIONS ... 

The United Nations Economic and 
Social Council meeting in Geneva has urg¬ 
ed all UN members to stop selling oil to 
South Africa and to halt investments in 
that country. This resolution was adopted 
at the final session of the annual meeting 
of the Council in 1978. Britain, France, 
West Gemany, and the United States cast 
the only dissenting votes. Nine countries 
abstained. 

Continued on page 81 
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tent 



NEW 


F«S» 


BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER 
John Bianchi $9.95 



The long awaited book by America’s most 
prominent manufacturer of quality gunleather 
products. In addition to chapters on holster 
history and development, Bianchi explains 
how and why as well as when certain holsters 
should be used. Chapters on quick draw, 
concealment and supporting information 
make this book a valuable permanent refer¬ 
ence. A must for law enforcement officers. 


fflSTORY OF SMITH & WESSON $15.95 
Roy G. Jinks 

This all-new book by renowned Smith & 
Wesson authority Goy G. Jinks carefully 
details the evolution of the company and, 
step-by-step, describes the development of 
each of their firearms from 1852 through the 
including 1977. Presented for the first time 
are facts, production information, and data on 
variations and modifications of all post-1945 
Smith & Wesson firearms, information neces¬ 
sary to every gun collector and dealer. 


* “ BEINFELD 

BOOKS 


THE BEST SELLING 
GUN BOOK EVER | 
NOW IN ITS FIFTH 
PRINTING! I 

I 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

P.O. BOX 693, DEPT. BB, BOULDER, COLORAOEO 80306 
PLEASE ADD $1.00 PER BOOK FOR POSTAGE & HANDLING 
COLORADO RESIDENTS ADD 3% SALES TAX 

I ENCLOSE $_FOR_COPY(S) OF 

BLUE STEEL & GUNLEATHER AT $9.95 EA. 

I ENCLOSE $_FOR_COPY(S) OF 

HISTORY OF S&W AT $16.95 EA. 

NAME (PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY :_ 

STATE_ 


ZIP 
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DEPENDABLE 


Finest 
Pistol & 

Rifle 

MAGAZINES \Sl 

STffL fA^mCATBO Wi 

Mf^. in U.S.A. by D & E MAGAZINES 


FOREIGN ORDERS Be sure to use U.S. currency and send 
enough to cover for air freight charges. 


CALIBER DESCRIPTION 

22 Astra Constable Llama. 

22 Browning Balguin made.*.. 

22 Browning U.S. made. 

22 Beretta 70’s Interchangeable 70,101.76. 

22 Colt New or Old mod. spe ..... 

22 Cold ACC New or old. 

22 Coll Convcnion Fits9mm, 38,45, Gov. Mod. .. 
22 Hi-Standar Spon King, Sharpshooter. B,H B,GB 
22 Hi-Stand, Victor, Citation, Supermatic. Trophy. 

22 Hi-Standar HB, “B”, “GB”... 

22 Hi-Standar H-D, HA, D. A, HE, GE, GD. 

22 Llama Fit. new mods. (14 Rds. 13.95). 

22 Llama older mod. ‘'Foreign made". 

22 Mab mod. G.L.R. (Sterling mod. 302 8.95). 

22 Ruger new or old. specify model . 

22 Smith & Wesson mod. 41 (22 Stw mod 61 8.95) . 

22 Star FN, FR, FRS, Walter PPTPPK/S. 

25 Ami-Galesi mod. 9, 8.95, Gaiesi late mod. 

25 Bauer, Browning, Bufraio, Bemardelli. 

25 Beretta detcire mod. 950, Beretta, mfg, 1941 ,.,. 

25 CZ, Best Pocket, Draft, Guardian, ... 

25 Mab. 6.35 mod. A., Mars 6.35, Protector ....... 

25 Raven, F.LE. mod. A27, Wilkinson 

25 R.G.mod.25, R.G. mod.42,Targa .. 

25 Titan E 27B. Sterling 300 ..... 

25 Unique Mikros Colt Pre-war .... 

25 Colt Jr. late mod. (15 Rds. 12.95)..... 

32 Astra Constable, Astra pre-war 1916. 

32 Beretta made 1934 to 38, Beretta mod. 100 ..... 

32 Browning pre-war 7 or 8 rounds. Specify... 

32 Colt,Ceska, Bcrmardclli, Remington .. 

32 Mausey HSc, Mausey A-G 7 rds.. 

32 Llama fits all new m^cs. 

32 Savage 15 Rds. 18.95 ..... 

32 Ortgies. Star old military 7.65... 

32 Walthe 7.65 PPK (15 rds. 16.50) . 

32 WalthcrPPK/S{I5 Rds. 16.50)... 

32 Unique 7.65 court 9 coups, "HK-4” . 

380 Astra Constable (15 Rds. 16.50). 

380 Beretta 1934 to 1938 .. .. 

380 Beretta 70’s (15 rounds 16.50). 

380 Other Berettas soon in production..... 

380 Brownin mfg. 1971, Bemardelli any mod. 

380 Back-up 9mm Kurz (Astra 3(M010.95) . 

380 Llama fit all new (Nod. 15 Rds., 16.50). 

380 Mab. mod. D. Mauser HSc. Ortgies, Remington 

380 Star Fl Fisc mod. (15 Rds. 16.50)... 

380 Star Fl Snd. Mod. (15 Rds. 16.00).... 

380 Savage (15 Rds. 18.95) (turkyyMKE 10.90) .... 

380 Sterling mod. 400 (15 Rds. 16.50).. 

380 WaUherPP&PPK/s( 15 Rds. 15.50). 

380 Wallher PPK (15 Rds. 16.50)... 

9mm Astra 400 mfg. 1921, (9mm Colt 12.95). 

9mm Browning H.P. (25 Rds. 27.50) ... 

9mm Beretta mod. 951 (14 Rds. 18.95)... 

9mm German P-08 (10 Rds. 14.95). 

9mm Lahti 17,95.9mm. Llama fits all new mod. ___ 

9mm Mab PA-15 (25 Rds. 27.50).. 

9mm Smith & Wesson mod. 39(14 Rds. 17.95) . 

9mm Smith & Wesson mod. 59 (25 Rds. 27.50) .. 

9mm Star model "A", star mod. B, star B.S.. 

9mm Starlight BKM&MKS (14 Rds. 17.95). 

9mm Walther P-38 & P-38K (14 Rds. 17.95). 

9nim Radom P-35 (14 Rds. 17.95)... 

9mm Mauser(10Rds. 14.95)... 

30 Tokarev Mauser 7.63 and 7.65 

38 Coll National Match (Mid-Range). 

38 Coll Rimless smokeless 7 or 8 Rounds ____ 

38 Coll Supper fit all (20 Rds. 22.95) . 

36 Llama fits all new models, Star A.S. 

45 Coll.s fits all mod. 25 rds. 22.95. 

20rds. 18.95,15 rds. 17.95... 

45 Deionics (15 Rds. 18.95) ... 

45 Llama fits all new mod. 25 yds. 22.95).. 

45 Star mod. P.S. 25 rds. 22.95 . 

45 Star mod. (P.D. 15 rds. 17.95)..... 


PRICE 

. 9.95 

. 11.95 

- 12.95 

_ 11.95 

_ 11.95 

.... 18.95 


Reg. size 


Reg. size 


Reg. size 


Reg, size 
Reg. size 


Reg. size 


Reg, size 


Reg. size 


Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 


Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 


Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 
Reg. size 


Reg. size 


24.93 
11.95 

11.95 

13.95 

11.95 

11.95 

9.95 
9.95 

9.95 

11.93 

11.95 

9.95 

8.95 

8.95 

9.95 

8.95 
8.95 
8.95 
8.95 

8.95 

9.95 

8.95 

9.95 

10.95 

9.95 

10.95 

10.95 

12.95 

9.95 
10.95 

10.95 

10.95 

9.95 

9.95 

10.95 
Soon 
10.95 

8.93 

9.93 

10.95 

9.95 

9.93 

14.95 

9.95 

10.95 

10.95 

12.95 

18.95 

12.95 

13.95 

12.95 

18.95 

12.95 

18.95 
12.93 

12.95 
12.95 

12.95 

13.95 

14.95 

17.95 

12.95 
12.95 
12.95 


Reg. size 12.95 
Reg. size 12.93 
Reg. size 12.95 
Reg. size 12.95 
Reg. size 12.95 


SPORTING RIFLES MAGAZINES 


22 AR-7 Explorer (15 rds. 18.95)...8 rds. .. 8.95 

223 Ruger mini-H (30 rds. 19.95,20 rds. 14.95) 10 rds. ,. 8.95 

30/06 Remington 742 (12 rds. 26.95) 8 rds. 22.95 . 4 rds. 9.95 

30/06 Remington 760 (12 rds. 27.95) .4 rds, .. 9.93 

308 Remington 742,8 Rounds... 24.95 

303 British Enfield 10 Rds.. 22.95 

9mm Jet-Eirc Model M68 25 Rounds ........... 27.50 


NO CHARGE FOR MAILING & HANDLING 

Please compute your own tax on your order. Orders will fill 
within 3 days in-plant with money order or certified check; 
allow 3 weeks with personal checks. 

For up-date production price list send $2.00 to cover our 
expenses (will ignore requests without cover charge. 


D&E MAGAZINES MFG. 

P.O.Box 4579 “B" 
California 9D241 

fticnLiir ter TAJ'S 



FULL 

AUTO 

Chuck 


WHAT ABOUT THE USE 
OF SILENCERS 
ON AUTOMATIC ARMS? 

It seems that too many people, some of 
whom should know better, fail to under¬ 
stand the function of silencers (sound- 
suppressors) as related to use on 
automatic weapons. 

While it’s true that the device does in¬ 
deed lower the decibel level of the wea¬ 
pon, it also does some additional things 
that seem to be generally overlooked, 
although they are at least of genuine, if 
not important, value. 

First-suppressor performance in reduc¬ 
ing noise levels hinges around two basic 
theories: 1) the type of suppressor that at- 
laches/detaches to/from the muzzle of 
the weapon, via screw threads, set screws, 
et al, and 2) the integral unit which is quite 
literally built into the barrel of the gun. 

Both of these ideas are creditable and of 
considerable merit, but, as always, they 
both possess certain drawbacks. I call 
your attention to the fact that, at this 
point, one cannot obtain something for 
nothing. He can, however, minimize his 
liabilities through careful consideration of 
what the weapon-suppressor system is in¬ 
tended to accomplish in relation to what 
the potential user v^ants it to accomplish, 
which isn’t as easy as it sounds. 

The screw-on type suppressor’s main 
advantage, other than the fact that it does 
indeed quiet the piece down, is that it is 
more versatile than the permanently at¬ 
tached type. That is, the weapon can 
either be used in the suppressed mode or 
its normal, non-suppressed mode, merely 
by attaching or detaching the unit. Apart 
from the fact that a weapon so equipped 
can be procured in quantity by a military 
entity at minimum cost, due to its sim¬ 
plicity, let’s face it: there are times, most 
of the time, in fact, that there is simply no 
need for noise suppression. To use a sup¬ 
pressed arm when not required is a waste 
of technology and money, and, of course, 
the weapon accomplishes the mission for 
which it was being utilized no better than 
it does in the unsuppressed mode. It is, 
though, heavier and bulkier, both 
drawbacks of serious consideration that 
are not offset by the gain of any resultant 
advantages. 

The noise level of a weapon equipped 
with a screw-on unit is generally higher 
than the gun with an integral unit. This is 
so because the projectile has already 
reached its normal velocity before it enters 


the suppressor, and, if that velocity is 
supersonic (1088 fps), the “sonic boom” 
of the projectile cannot be neutralized, 
although the muzzle report of the weapon 
can. 

This is not a particular problem with 
weapons using subsonic ammunition, 
such as the .45 ACP, for example, but the 
typical 9mm parabellum military loading 
usually borders on supersonic velocities. 
This can cause problems as set forth 
above, and, although the utility of the 
weapon system is not totally destroyed, it 
is certainly reduced. This fact should be 
taken into consideration when cogitating 
on the choice of what system to use on a 
specific operation. If the noise level is ade¬ 
quately reduced as far as mission require¬ 
ments are concerned, then the sonic boom 
factor may not be a serious problem, and 
it is quite true that one cannot pinpoint 
the source of where shots are coming from 
by using only the supersonic crack of a 
projectile as it passes by. On the other 
hand, it might be desirable for no one to 
hear anything, so who knows, eh? 

The integral (built-in) suppressor begins 
porting gases right out of the chamber of 
the weapon and continues to do so via 
bleed-off holes located throughout the 
length of the barrel. This causes the pro¬ 
jectile to be subsonic prior to leaving the 
barrel of the gun, which, in this case is 
also the suppressor. 

This idea seems to work quite well on 
the 9mm parabellum cartridge, if the 
Mark Il-S STEN, H&K MP5-SD, and 
Sterling L34-A2 SMGs are any example, 
and, believe me, these guns are quiet! 1 
cannot resist pointing out that all is not 
roses, however, because the 9mm para¬ 
bellum is a substandard manstopper at 
full strength (48 percent effective in stan¬ 
dard ball loading), and reducing the 
velocity of the projectile only aggravates 
the problem further. Again the adage, 
“something for nothing,” is appropriate. 
If stopping power is not a major consid¬ 
eration of the mission for which the 
weapon is to be used, then — no problem. 
One can certainly blow the head off a sen¬ 
try at pointblank range in the dark with a 
subsonic 9mm parabellum. 

The other major drawback of the in¬ 
tegral unit is the fact that it is attached 
permanently to the weapon, thereby limit¬ 
ing it to specialized use only. To place the 
gun back into the normal mode, depot- 
level ordnance procedures are required. It 
certainly cannot be accomplished in the 
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The 
Tough 
Callt)n 


when The 
Going Gets 
Tougn, 



The 


Finally, A Small A5 That You Design; 

Yet, IFs Priced Like A Standard! 

For the professional. When your life is on the line. 
Rely on the Enforcer!/^ A pistol where you choose the 
type of sight, the finish, the mainspring housing and 
your type of grip. More importantly, the Enforcer’s 
base price is less than you’ll pay for most standard 
.45’s of lesser quality. 

The Enforcer is obviously designed for Combat 
Shooting. Trim. Lightweight. Powerful. Deadly 
Accurate. 

You can choose a finish of either hard chrome, sand¬ 
blasted to a satin finish; or, Teflon*-coated for a 
rugged, durable ebony finish. Internal parts of the 
latter model also coated with Teflon to eliminate 
lubricant problems in cold or dusty areas. 


Four Basic Styles: 

• For Combat Use—Short Barrel (as illustrated). 

1. Standard. 2. Custom. 

■ Sight Radius—6.0 inches. 

■ Barrel Length—3.8 inches. 

■ Depth (Grip)—4.9 inches. 

■ Weight (empty)—2 lbs., 3 oz. 

■ Weight (load)—2 lbs., 8 oz. 

■ Capacity—7 rounds in cHp; 1 in chamber. 

• For the Match Shooter—5.0-inch Barrel for greater 
accuracy. 

3. Standard. 4. Custom. 


*TM - DuPont. 



Send $l.(X) for ihe exciting M-S Safari Arms Catalog 
For complete details, call: (602) 966*0445. 

Or, write: The Enforcer • Dept. SF 

M*S SAFARI ARMS • P.O. Box 28355 • Tempe, A2. 85282 282 
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field, and that is the only level of con¬ 
sideration with which we are concerned. 

However, both types of suppressor ac¬ 
complish the reduction of muzzle blast, 
virtually eliminate muzzle flash, and 
reduce felt recoil by as much as 60 per¬ 
cent, depending upon the weapon and 
caliber involved. These advantages, all 
major, as far as I’m concerned, should 
not be overlooked or de-emphasized. 
After all, we do know that reductions in 
flash discourage detection, and that 
elimination and/or reduction of muzzle 
blast results in vastly increased control of 
the weapon. This means that more hits 
can be placed on more targets in shorter 
periods of time, and, make no mistake, 
this is what the game of automatic 
weapons is all about! 

So, if you have been interested in a sup¬ 
pressed auto-arm, but felt that it was 
simply not worth the trouble in return for 
merely being more quiet to shoot, I think 
you should take another hard look at the 
problem. It could mean the difference be¬ 
tween first and second place in a fight! 


JEFF COOPER’S API/GUNSITE 
NOW OFFERING PRACTICAL 
RIFLE INSTRUCTION 



Jeff Cooper tunes up for new practical rifle 
course to be held at Gunsite. 


Beginning 1 January 1979, Gunsite, 
owned, operated, and directed by Jeff 
Cooper, is offering practical rifle training, 
a field that has long been regarded, even 
■by the military, as a mixture of voodoo 
and alchemy. Actually, it is a highly 
diverse and relevant field of weaponry and 
is a must for anyone who wishes to learn 
the safe, practical, efficient use of the 
rifle. 

It took Jeff 20 years to make the world 
understand what he considered to be ob¬ 
vious, if only someone just looked, in the 
field of combat handgunning. His 
theories are now proven and considered as 
fact. Let’s hope that it won’t take him 
another 20 to prove that “there is indeed a 
better way,’’ with the rifle too! 

Interested personnel should contact: 
THE AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. Box 401 
Paulden, AZ 86334 

I can vouch for the relevancy and prac¬ 
ticality of Jeff’s instruction — as if it 
needed any testimonials! Anyone who is a 
serious students of small-arms is doing 
himself a great injustice if he passes this 
one up. 





DRIVE JIMMY UP THE WALL! 


Remember the Canal! And make sure the voters re¬ 
member, too, with this two-foot-by-three-foot wall 
poster featuring Panama's Dictator, Omar Torrijos. 

Acquire several of these two-color (black and 
yellow ... to match the streaks running down our 
politicians' backs) which are sure to be a collector's 
item. Ideal for display between now and 1980—es¬ 
pecially wherever people congregate (offices, gas 
stations, stores, meeting halls, truck stops, lodges— 
your own den or family room). 


(c) Copyright 1978 Florida Conservative Union, Inc. 




City, State, Zip:_ 

MAIL COUPON WITH CONTRIBUTION TO FCU, 
c/o SOF Magazine, Box 693, Boulder, Colo. 80306 


YES, I'd like to hang Omar and Jimmy on my wall. 
Rush me poster(s) at the rate of 1 for $1.75; 5 for 
$6.75 (save $2); 10 for $12.75 (save $4.75); 15 or 
more $1 each (plus $1.25 PER ORDER to cover 
handling, special mailing tube and postage). 

RUSH_POSTER(S). 

COST OF POSTER(S): $_ 

PLUS $1.25 HANDLING, ETC.: $1.25 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION ENCLOSED: $__ 

(check or money order payable to Florida Conser¬ 
vative Union [a nonpartisan, nonprofit corporation 
organized under Florida laws]) w 

Name:_"" 
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ISSUE NUMBER ONE $4.00 

U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For 
Saigon/CIA Assassination Of Trujillo/Col. 
Hoare & His Mercs In Angota/American Mercs 
In Africa/Jeff Cooper On Rhodesia/Amazing 
New Israeli Galil Assault Rifle/Springfield Ar¬ 
mory MIA & ART/OSS’s Super-Secret Spy 
Lab/Underwater Knife Fighting/Flying F-4 
Phantoms For U.S. & Israel 


ISSUE NUMBER TWO $4.00 

Bayo-Pawley Affair/War In Angola/My¬ 
thologies Of The Terrorist War/Rhodesian Up¬ 
date/Special Forces Desert Training/Recon 
Team Tennessee/Thailand; The Next 
Domino?/World Combat Pistol Match/Second 
Chance Police Combat Shoot/ParaMedics 
Jump Into Honduras/Another Look At The 
CIA/Onset Of The Dark Ages/Reunion Of Pro¬ 
fessionals 


ISSUE NUMBER THREE $4.00 

Operation Diablo/Angola Flashbacks/SOF in- 
ternviews A Nam Vet — FNLA Merc/Mad Dog 
Callan-A Merc Runs Amuck/Angola Now .. 
Where NextT/Rhodesia Is Ready/Arrest In 
Zaire/The Murderous Skies Of Mozambi¬ 
que/The Vietnam Disaster/Spy Watch/The 
Challenge Of Deep Sea Diving/The Bush- 
master/SWAT Remote Control Explosives 
Techniques/Silhouette Pistol Matches 



ISSUE NUMBER SEVEN $4.00 
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Keep’'/Operation Linebacker ll/SDF Exposes 
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Skills/SOF. Special Forces & Goretex 


ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT $4.00 

Let’s Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli 
Defense Force: Ready & Waiting/A Firelight In 
Rhodesia/South African Army Prepares For 
War/French “Dogs Df War" Strike Out/SOF 
Interviews Mike Echanis/NRA Shakeup: A 
Victory For Gun Ownership/Linebacker 
ll/Best Combat Shooters tn U.S. 


ISSUE NUMBER NINE $4.00 

Africa Is Burning/A Professional Soldier 
Evaluates CIA/Cuban Exile Operations/Free¬ 
lancing In Cambodia/Silent Death In Viet¬ 
nam/The New Sidewinder; Tomorrow's SMG 
Today/Great Expectations — The Ar- 
10/Blackjacks & Billies/Sentry Remov¬ 
al/Home Drying Journey Food 



ISSUE NUMBER FOURTEEN $4.00 

ST-23 Fighting Knife/SWAT IN Action/The 
Cavalry Rides Again/South Africa VS SWAPO 
Terrorists/South African Strike Into 
Angola/PLO Operations In Lebanon/L-Tronic 
Night Sight/French Foreign Legion Today- 
Conclusion/America's Gestapo In Action 



ISSUE NUMBER FIFTEEN $4.00 

SOF Interviews General John K. Singlaub/Jeff 
Cooper’s “Gunsite’VThe Black Devils/Black 
gun Blaster/SouthWest Africa Update/The 
Wild Geese Fly Again/The Cavalry Rides 
Again/1978 Second Chance Pistol Shoot/ 
M16A1 In Automatic Rifle Role/Triflon/Over- 
drink For Survival/The Man Behind 
Tekna/The Ninja 



ISSUE NUMBER SIXTEEN $4.00 

Along The Angolan Border; Black Against 
Black/The Straphangers War/A Dynamite 
Combat Custom .45 Auto/Fairbairn-Sykes 
Commando Knife/ In Memoriam; Tribute To a 
Professional Warrior — Mike Echanis/Rhode¬ 
sian Goatman/French Foreign Legion Jump 
Into Ahabal/French Foreign Legion Up¬ 
date/Riding & Fighting With Grey’s Scouts — 
Conclusion/Test Your Skill With A SMG! 
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RUGGED ORIGINAL 


FALLSCHIRMSPRINGERSTIEFEL 
GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 
IMMEDIA TE A VAILABIUTY 

Prize jump boots for all Airborne personnel. Rugged 
beyond compare. Smooth black leather with a 
patented lacing system. Lined with supple calfskin 
and padded for protection. Closed tongue. Water¬ 
proofed. Double-stitched. Non-slip rubber heel and 
half-sole over leather base. European sizes 39-47 
(US 6-12) REGULAR & WIDE ONLY. MC and BAG 
accepted. Phone (404) 943-9336 today! U.S.A. & 
A.P.O. Addresses only. 

Send payment to: 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 108-L, POWDER SPRINGS, GA. 

30073 

SPECIAL OFFER - $79.95 


AVAiLABLESOON! 

SPECIAL JUMP INSERTS 

J 



LEARN 

The New Pistolcraft 
At Jeff Cooper's 
API Training Center. 

The American Pistol Institute is now accepting 
applications for training of police, military and 
civilian students (with proper credentials) at the 
new 170-acre training center. Basic course 
teaches you to shoot carefully and quickly; to hit 
single, multiple and moving targets; to move cor¬ 
rectly; to maintain continuity of action; to re¬ 
spond properly to the unexpected; and much 
more. Unique, proven teaching method quickly 
imparts the decisive skills of modern defensive 
pistolcraft. 

FOR S-PAGE BROCHURE, SEND $1 to: 

The American Pistol InstitLite 
Box 401-F Paulden, AZ 86334 


TERRAIN & 
STTUATiON 


Jerry Ahem 


HE first pump shotgun to see 
widespread military use was the 1897 Win¬ 
chester. Its distinctive, impressive sound 
was comfort to its user and a deathknell 
for its enemy. The pump shotgun, al¬ 
though its place in the military is subject 
to conditions, has a definite role in police 
work and personal defense. And, as ancil¬ 
lary benefit, it is one of the most versatile 
sporting arms to be had. 

Perhaps the finest pump shotgun, the 
one by which all others are judged, is the 
Remington 870 Wingmaster. Dozens of 
model variations exist, ranging from vent 
ribs to a 20-inch deer barrel with Improv¬ 
ed Cylinder choke and rifled sights. This 
deer gun is much akin to the Remington 
870R, the peerless riot pump. 

The 870R comes in three versions, de¬ 
pendent on barrel length. There is an 
18-inch with beed sight, a 20-inch with the 
front beed and the best of the lot, the 
20-inch with rifled sights — like the deer 
gun, only open choke. 

With a recoil pad, a Perry ammo sling 
on the buttstock, and possibly a sling, 
either the deer gun or the 20-inch rifled 
sight riot pump makes a versatile sporting 
and defense weapon. If the use is primar¬ 
ily defensive, the seven-round extension 
magazine should be added. For sporting 
use, change to the original magazine tube 
and plug it to two-shot capacity, the third 
supposedly for the chamber. 

Either gun can handle rifled slugs, dou¬ 
ble ought buck and standard target loads, 
as well as special purpose rounds. A plas¬ 
tic folding buttstock is available for the 
police shotgun and potentially of value 
under some circumstances, but the stand¬ 
ard walnut stock is the best choice for 
overall use. 

The 870 features double action or slide 
bars and therefore truly reliable slide ac¬ 
tion. There are two cartridge retainers in¬ 
stead of the usual single retainer. Both 
factors make up an action which can be 
counted on. Wood-to-metal fit is excel¬ 
lent, a great factor in durability. The 870 
is available in standard 2Va or three-inch 
magnum versions at almost any sporting 
goods or gun dealer. Considering the gun 
can be used for deer, informal target 
shooting and self defense, the 870 is one 
of the finest values around. 

SaFARILAND’S new cylinder-sized 
speed loader for revolvers is one of the 


most practical and positive working speed 
loaders available. The Safariland loader is 
designed to be simple to operate. This 
very simplicity is the reason for its re¬ 
liability. 

All that is necessary to operate the 
Safariland reloader is to insert six car¬ 
tridges and depress the central axis button 
and turn it clockwise. To release the car¬ 
tridges for a combat reload, nothing need 
be done with the fingers. No buttons to 
push, no strips to unwind. Simply push 
the loader against the cylinder. As the car¬ 
tridges seat in the chambers, the interior 
of the central axis pin — star-shaped — 
butts against the star-shaped ejector. 
Pressure from the ejector pushes the in¬ 
terior portion of the central axis pin rear¬ 
ward and releases the cartridges. Simple as 
that! Made of a sturdy plastic, the Safari- 
land loader should have a long service life. 

Nothing I was able to do to the rear of 
the central axis pin would make the car¬ 
tridges release prematurely. Only actually 
depressing the star-shaped forward por¬ 
tion, as though the revolver’s ejector were 
in action, would release the cartridges. 

For more information on Safariland’s 
reloader, write Safariland, 1941 S. Walker 
Avenue, Monrovia, California 91016, 
U.S.A. 

(Bolt’s two-inch barreled Lawman 
Mklll is probably one of the most solidly 
built handguns in the world. For a snub- 
by, the Colt Lawman is a big handful, but 
reminiscent of the undercover guns used 
in the early part of the century. The 
theory then was that something big and 
rugged with a short barrel was just the 
ticket for self-defense. This was the age of 
the cut-back Colt New Service pistols and 
similar guns. How true that philosophy is 
today is not the question. The big Colt 
snubby exists and is the most truly 
popular of the Lawman series. 

The two-inch Lawman weighs an even 
two pounds and runs to just over seven 
inches in length. It is one of the most pe¬ 
culiar .357s in existence. It is the only .357 
with a two-inch barrel. The Smith & 
Wesson 66 and 19 have a 2‘/2-inch barrel 
and the Ruger Speed Six runs 2^4-inches. 
Unlike the four-inch Lawman, the two- 
inch features a shrouded ejector rod and 
round butt, the butt a decided advantage 
in a concealment gun. 

Continued on page 82 
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HOW TO OPEN HANDCUFFS WITHOUT KEYS 
by Carl Roper 

A great companion volume to Handcuffs, U.S.. 
Vol. I. Written for the locksmith, handcuff col¬ 
lector, and professional magician, this book covers 
picking techniques of the most antique cuffs — up 
to and including how to pick modern cuffs, such 
as the S&W high security cuffs used by the U.S. 
Marshall Service. Well illustrated with many 
drawings and photos. 

120.$4.95 


AZ Add 4% State Sales Tax 


BankAmericaro 


If you with to add this purchase to your: 

— MASTER CHARGE, VISA or BANKAMERICARO — 
Include card numbar, eNpiration date and signature on 
separata paper and mail in with order. (If Master Charge 
also include the 4 digit number below your name). 


SHOOTOUT 
*— Modern Gunfighting — 
by Tony Lesce 

This refreshing new book separates fact from 
fiction on the subject of combat & defensive 
shooting. Chapters cover such subjects as: 
Gunfighting and Some Misconceptions; Guns 
and Equipment; Ammunition; Psychological 
Factors; Shooting Stance and Style; Tactics of 
Gunfighting; Gunfjght Situations; Questions & 
Answers; ^tting Up Practice Situations. A vital 
source of information in a field where correct 
knowledge can give you that life saving edge over 
an opponent. 

427.$4.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. SF Cornvme, AZ 86325 


Name„ 


Address. 
City_ 


.State. 


Qty. 


TITLE or BOOK No. 


Price Total 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

Combat Bookshelf 


NEW DESERT PUBLICATIONS 1979 CATALOG 
We are proud to present our large new catalog for 1979. Loaded with many new 
and exciting titles, of which, a few are listed below. Our new catalog contains 
more titles than ever before, so send for your FREE copy today. A catalog is 
included with every order. You can't lose at this price. 

Catalog 79-1.FREE 

— Dealer Inquiries Always Welcome — 


NEW TITLES 


TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT 
— How The Underdog Gets Justice — 
by Victor Santoro 

In today's society there exists a large "grey area” 
of justice where the average good-guy gets 
screwed, blued & tattoed. Many wrongs fall short 
of being criminal — hence, no police help! In this 
book, Victor Santoro brings forth a virtual ency¬ 
clopedia of “dirty tricks" the underdog can use to 
get revenge. This is guerrilla warfare reduced to the 
lowest common denominator — where one man 
can become an army, striking from the shadows, 
to reduce his target to a mental basket case. No 
legal or moral assessment is made and the reader 
is cautioned that this book is for entertainment 
reading only. 

213.$4.95 

STREET FIGHTING 
— America's Martial Art — 
by George Carpenter 

This book turns the spotlight back to fighting 
skills that have put more opponents in the hos¬ 
pital or grave yard than all the Oriental skills 
combined. Written by a man who has "been and 
done," this book compares hand-to-hand fighting 
techniques as to what works and what dosen't. 
This is not the book for "fair fighters” or "dojo 
ballerinas,” but is an invaluable handbook for 
anyone who wants to be able to punch, kick and 
claw his way to victory or safety under great odds. 
Hardcover edition only, loaded with photos. 

428. ..$12.95 

THOMPSON SUBMACHINE GUNS 
This great book puts under one cover the most 
complete compendium of practical and technical 
Tommy Gun information ever published. Five 
complete volumes reprinted under one cover, 
uncut: "The Thompson Submachine Gun Model 
1928 .45 Calibre” (British), "Basic Field Manual 
Thompson Submachinegun, .45, M1928A1"(U.S. 
Ordnance), “Thompson Submachine gun .45, 
Mr’(U.S. Army Ordnance), "Thompson Ultra 
Modern Automatic Arms” (Auto-Ordnance Cata¬ 
log). Over 230 information-packed pages, brim¬ 
ming with exploded view illustrations and photos. 
031.$6.95 


BLOODY IRON 

by Harold J. Jenks & Michael H. Brown 
"Bloody Iron” is a revolutionary new book on 
knife fighting, written by men who have "been 
and done.” Many never before told, secrets of 
knife fighting are revealed, including: life saving 
techniques, moves and tricks, all illustrated by 
dozens of large clear photographs. "Bloody 
Iron” is a radical departure from all the previously 
taught techniques. You don’t have the full story 
on knife fighting until you have this book! Hard 
bound. 

424.$12.95 


DEVIL DOGS 

— Attack & Guard Dog Training — 
by George Carpenter 

A great new source of information on how to buy 
and train your own attack dog or, In some cases, 
train your existing pet dog. Chapters include: 
The Dog as a Weapon; Choosing the Right Breed; 
Obedience Trianing; Training the Watchdog; 
Gun Training; Attack Dog Training: Guarding 
Prisoners; and final chapter on the legal' aspects 
of owning guard dogs. Written and illustrated with 
many photographs by a man who has done hat he 
tells you how to do. 

426.$4.95 


AGENT’S HANDBOOK OF 
BLACK BAG OPERATIONS 
A book the “Watergate 5” should have read! A 
detailed study of a very controversial subject 
matter. All intelligence operation, whether 
governmental, commercial or private, utilize 
“Black Bag" techniques at one time or another. 
The author of this book has gleaned much infor¬ 
mation from agents who have "been and done.” 
Also included is a sample plan of action excerpted 
from an actual F.B.I. memorandum detailing a 
“for real" Black Bag Job! 

212.$5.95 
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comia 

PlSTCXdCRAFT 
JeffCooper& 
Ken Hadcattiom 


SOF's Combat Pistolcraft column 
welcomes letters from our readers. If you 
have a good question or contribution, 
send it in to Jeff Cooper, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. For a quick, personal 
reply, include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

• I have been considering buying a 
good self-defense pistol. The first ones 
that come to mind are the Colt .45 Auto, 
the Browning Hi-Power 9mm, and the 
not-too-well-known Colt .38 Super Auto. 
Which do you consider to be the best 
weapon for general self defense? 

1 have talked with several people and 
some say with Browning 9mm you have 
seven more shots than with a Colt .45. On 


the other hand, a .45 has very good 
knockdown power compared to the 9mm. 
But then again several law enforcement 
books 1 have read say the .38 Super is a 
good, fast-moving cartridge; it is just that 
it has not been accepted by today’s stan¬ 
dard, due to the fact that the .45 has been 
so popular over many years. 

There have been tests published that 
show that a .38 Super cartridge will 
penetrate some bulletproof vests, which 
could be a good advantage in some situa¬ 
tions. (Reference: The letter in the July 
1978 issue of SOF, pp. 9 and 71.) But 
there were two vests that the .38 Super did 
not penetrate. Therefore, a .38 Super 
would have one advantage over the .45. 
Do you know of any ammunition that 


would be available that would penetrate 
all such body armor? The letter in the July 
issue told of some cartridges but these are 
no longer available. 

I notice that you own a .38 Super Star 
Model, in the January issue. In your per¬ 
sonal opinion, how do you rate the .38 
Super cartridge? Is it as good a buy as a 
.45? I have heard that .45 and .38 Super 
ammunition is very hard to come by in 
other countries, such as Africa and 
Europe, where 9mm is mostly used. Is this 
true? 

S.D. Payne 
Topeka, Kansas 

• The first requirement of a defen¬ 
sive sidearm is reliability. The second is 
stopping power. The third is controllabil¬ 
ity. Penetration may become important as 
body armor becomes commonplace in the 
of Aquarius, but it is not so yet — in 
many cases excessive penetration may be 
harmful. 

I do not own a Star Super. I do own a 
Colt Super 38 and a home-gro wn Super 9. 
But then I own a whole lot of guns — 
many of which are simply experimental. 
One should not infer that J recommend 
everything I own. 

It is certainly true that non-G.I. am¬ 
munition can be hard to find in many 
places abroad. Ammunition needs differ. 
To learn and to practice one needs a lot. 
For business — either hunting or fighting 
— very little. A man who decks something 


UNLV is Looking for 
a Few Giood Veterans... 




.. .to use their G.I. Bill educational benefits to 
degree in the field of their choice. 


TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

You only have ten years from your release from active duty 
to use your educational benefits. 

If you’re interested in learning more about the vetergms pro¬ 
grams at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas call 
702-739-3183 or write to UNLV Veteran Services, 4505 
Maryland Parkway, Las Vegas, Nevada 89154. 
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every time he fires — or even every other 
time — can go far on a very little. If he is 
just passing through, ammunition supply 
is not going to be his big problem, 

• Colt took a great step forward in 
upgrading the accuracy of the venerable 
Government Model with their MK IV/ 
Series 70 project, but unfortunately didn’t 
include corresponding improvements in 
human engineering (sights, safeties, etc.)* 

With all the great strides pistolcraft has 
taken in the past decade and the positive 
refinements that have been found to im¬ 
prove the 1911 Colt, one wonders what’s 
wrong with our friends at Hartford. It is 
absolutely ridiculous to have to add 
something so basic as decent sights to a 
weapon like the Government Model Colt, 
let alone other basic refinements. 

It’s time for admirers of the Govern¬ 
ment Model Colt to unite in asking the 
firearms division of Colt Industries to add 
some of these long needed refinements to 
the 1911, and since you are the 
acknowledged “Dean of Practical Pistol- 
craft,” I further suggest that we unite 
behind your suggestion for a “factory- 
ready” Colt Government Model. 

What do you think? 

R.C. McLaney, Jr. 

Mobile, Alabama 

Al • Your points regarding the 
upgrading of the Colt ,45 auto pistol are 
clearly well taken and I agree with the 
reasonableness of your position. 

However, we must remember that in- 
dustrialisjs are not in business to upgrade 
products but to make money. If /, as 
president of Colt Firearms, were to be ap¬ 
proached by a person asking the questions 
you do, I would say, ” Wherein, sir, do we 
stand to increase our take? I would be 
pleased to improve the product if you can 
show me that we will make more money 
for our stockholders thereby. How many 
of our customers know or care about the 
quality of sights we put on ? If we retool to 
put on good sights we will be spending 
money which will ndt show in our profit 
returns. ” 

Here at Gunsite we are contemplating a 
modification of a standard Colt in the way 
you suggest in order tp provide an over- 
the-counter-pisrpl — all set to go. Clearly 
this will cost more money than if the Colt 
factory did it, buf we qiust accept the fact 
that only a few people, want such a thing. 
Those who do must be willing to pay the 
price. 

If you wish to make representations to 
the Colt factory on tf^e subject you sug¬ 
gest, you have rny entire support, even to 
the extent of my participating in the enter¬ 
prise. But I don't believe that either of us 
stands to win out in this. I have found 
oMer the past decades that the Colt factory 
management is absolutely uninterested in 
my activities .or rny ideas about the im¬ 
provements on their weapons. 


ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 


22 AUTO NINE 

.22LR High veloGlly 
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Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 V4 oz. empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr.1.25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

11100 CUMPSTON STREET, DEPT. SF 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91601 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 



Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented SwIvel-Chaln 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from V/a' to 1” at 
connecting end. 12*’ lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14*' gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 


OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115 - 12 IN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN., 16 OZ,. Rosewood 


Each 

$8.95 

$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style Each 


SHURIKEN 



$3.25 $1.50 

No. 226 No. 200 

Martial arts throwing knife. 

Throw like dart. 200 is 4”^^^ ^ 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat** 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
thick, SVi” & sharpened. 

High grade steel. I' 


800 
NO. 201 


NO. 120 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 iN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


$8.95 


OfcTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 

NO. 106 - 14 IN., 12 OZ.. No finish ^ m qj- 

NO. 107-12 IN.. 11 OZ.. No finish V 


Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


SEND FOR 
YOUR’S NOW 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAl No. 9090 - S7.95 
By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech- 
I nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN’S SPORTS 

620 Fairview Ave., Dept. SF-7 
Neptune, N.J, 07753 
201-922-3382 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10—75c 

Sl0toS20-$1.00 

Over $20-$1.50 
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iJoday is the day for. 

I 


Sheath: Black; Top QualHy Leather; 

' Hand Finishec|; Nickel Hardware 

Adaptability: Classic Clip for BooWOelt Carry 
Weight: 5 o«. 

Special Features: None Necessary . 

Uses: 'Optional 


To Order Send 49.95 to 
ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.O. Box 18595/SOF 
Atlanta, GA 303.26 

Dealer inquiries Are invited 


musmiia 

^ ^ PLEASE ADD 75 CENTS PER 

95*95\ ' K&IS '"O'’ SHIPPING & 

f —r. handling, other sizes 

EACH \ t IHfiiffMam available upon request. 

4 - ^ 

^C -' f ', .^PHiNM orders accepted, please 

L ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR 

rJOLlOlrJf DELIVERY. 


ORDER FROM 

PARAMILITARY AND 
WILDERNESS 
OUTFITTERS 

P.O. BOX 94512, SCHAUMBURG, IL 60194 


NAME_ _ 

ADDRESS_PLEASE STATE SIZE & QUANTITY 

CITY __ M -- 

STATE _ ZIP _ L- 


o As a recent subscriber to your 
magazine, the February 1979 issue was the 
first that 1 have received. The magazine is 
impressive and contains quite a bit of very 
useful knowledge. The column by Ken 
Hackathorn was interesting and I would 
appreciate some comments on the small 
frame .38 special revolvers and their effec¬ 
tiveness. As a peace officer, I carry a S&W 
Model 60 revolver with Pachmayr oversize 
grips. I like the weapon and generally it 
presents no problem with concealability. 
It does, however, lack high velocity and is 
not accurate at great distances. Personal¬ 
ly, I do not like semi-automatic pistols 
and would like any suggestions you might 
have toward making this weapon more ef¬ 
fective as a man-stopper. I do not carry 
this weapon because I cannot control a 
large caliber pistol, as Mr. Hackathorn 
suggests, but rather because it is comfor¬ 
table to me. 

What is your opinion of the exploding 
cartridges with discriminating impact 
fuses? Do you feel that the use of these 
cartridges increases the effect of short bar¬ 
rel weapons? Also what is your opinion of 
the Hyrda-Shok Scorpion cartridge? We 
have attempted to locate and purchase 
some of these cartridges but have been 
unable to do so. Do you have an address 
for the company that manufactures the 
Hydra-Shok Scorpion round and do you 
know if they are still making these 
rounds? 

Thanks, 

Charles L. Bloss, Jr. 

Deputy Sheriff 

Le Compton, Kansas 

Al • The problem of making a small 
caliber weapon into a man-stopper is dif¬ 
ficult, The basic component of the ability 
of a cartridge to terminate a fight is the 
momentum of its projectile, which is the 
product of its mass times its velocity. 
There Just isn't enough momentum avail¬ 
able in the 38 Special to make it a reliable 
man-stopper, though obviously you can 
load the piece up to much better perfor¬ 
mance than you are getting in service am¬ 
munition. 

You can not increase momentum by 
messing around with bullet construction. 
It is true that bullet configuration and 
material can serve to increase stopping 
power, but only if there is sufficient 
momentum to begin with. If you have a 
cartridge which is excessively powerful — 
one that will penetrate completely in every 
case and expend much of its energy be¬ 
yond the target — you may increase its 
stopping power by improving the con¬ 
figuration of the bullet. Up to that point 
search for expansion or disruption is a los¬ 
ing battle. You may get it — at the loss of 
penetration — and then you do not have a 
reliable cartridge. 

It is possible to Jack up a 38 Special to 
the status of the venerable 38/44 round. 
This definitely increases its stopping 
potential. One does this by loading a semi- 
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wadcutter lead bullet of 160 grains, or 
thereabouts, up to a velocity exceeding 
1,100 feet per second (4'"), Such loads are 
very hard on the weapon and I do not 
recommend them for steady use. As a 
matter of fact, I do not recommend them 
at all except as an emergency device for a 
person who is stuck with a 38 Special, 


This month top-ranked combat pistol 
shooter Ken Hackathorn discusses general 
purpose defensive sidearms, stainless steel 
.45 receivers, and combat pistol recoil 
springs. Hackathorn, who has competed 
in both national and international combat 
pistol meets, is a graduate of Jeff 
Cooper*s American Pistol Institute at 
Gunsite, Arizona. In the Army, he taught 
light weaponry as a specialist-instructor 
for the Special Forces. His police work in¬ 
cludes experience as a deputy sheriff and 
instruction of police firearms courses. 

(jTENERAL purpose defensive 
sidearms are designed to serve many 
duties. They should be usable as duty 
arms as well as for concealment in plain 
street clothes. This large area covers a 
multitude of pistols and revolvers on the 
market today. To pick a pistol that will 
serve a policeman or soldier for duty wear 
in a hip holster is not difficult. Likewise, 


the choice of concealment handguns is 
made easy by the large selection to choose 
from. A general-purpose sidearm must be 
able to do both of these things. In fact, a 
handgun of this category must do many 
things well, yet need not be designed to be 
specialized for a specific need. Thus, it 
may be a poor choice to enter a target 


match with, or even carry under a sport 
shirt on a warm summer evening. 

Since I own a number of sidearms, the 
choice for one gun to carry day in and day 
out is not an easy one. For competition 
and general practice sessions, my custom- 
worked-over Government Model Colt .45 
autos serve very well. In this form, a full- 




the ultimate, 
the Ml A. 


With the advent of Springfield 
Armory’s 200 year history cul¬ 
minating in the birth of the M14 
rifle, Springfield Armory of Geneseo, Illinois 
has brought to the shooting fraternity, the MIA 
rifle. A truly precision firearm, the M1A Is versatile 
in application: from paper punching to serious com* 
petition; historical collecting to big game hunting 
... caliber options include .243 and .358 .., plus the 
standard 7.62mm NATO. With a complete line of 
accessories your MIA can be equipped to suit 


your specific requirements ... and with the 
famous 3x9 variable ART scope and mount, you can 
own the finest sighting system available for 
ultra-long range shooting. From bipod 
and bayonet to premium super match barrels 
and new heavy match walnut stock and hand- 
guard ... it is our ongoing effort to offer the 
finest product possible. To this end, we at 
Springfield Armory will continue to emulate 
the high standards gone before. This then, Is 
the best, the ultimate. The M1A. Write for our 
latest catalog; price: one dollar, applicable to 
lir., .>,,01..... 

111 E. Exchange, Dept. F 
Geneseo, Illinois 61254 


call 309/944-5138 
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4x Night Scope 

Compatable with all 1 ” tube mounts _ ■ 

FOR UNDER $200? YES! 


Through a Special Arrangement with the 
Bushnell Factory, SENTINEL ARMS COMPANY 
has just purchased the entire last remaining 
inventory ot several years ago . . , Bushnell 
would not say what pressure prompted them to 
drop this line of popular “NIGHT LITE 
SCOPES,” but the result is that the day of the 
“Poor man’s Star-Tron” is almost over. 

When our remaining stock is sold, the General 


Public will no longer have access to a scope 
such as this, with crosshairs to.be used during 
daylight hours, and an electrically activated red 
dot at the intersection of the crosshairs for low 

light missions .No survival package is 

complete without this night scope. 

Our stock is limited, so order today. The first 
fifty (50) orders will receive an extra battery, 
free! 


4x “Nite Lite” Scope (Complete w/2 filters & battery).$147.50 

Extra Battery... with scope order (Available at most electrical stores)... $ 3.95 

Batteries ordered separately.$ 5.00 

A.G. Russell*‘Sting” Knife .$ 33.50 

Gerber MKI Knives. S 37.50 

Gerber MK II Knives. $ 42.50 

Brass Catchers for AR-15 (Snaps on, will catch 150 + cases)...$ 37.50 

Brass Catchers for AR-180.$ 42.50 

Vietnam style “Ranger” camo fatigues (new); sm, I, xl; Per pair. $ 25.50 


Shipping & Insurance on above: Knives, etc. + $2.00: Scopes + $3.50: Batteries + $. 25 (il ordered separately) 


Terms: Cashier’s check or money order. Shipped within 48 
hrs,; Personal checks allow 3*4 wks,; BAG or MC on phone 
orders only. 

Pennsylvania Residents: Visit our retail store, across from the 
Harrisburg International Airport, for Penna’s largest inventory of 
handguns, semi-auto rifles, legal fully automatic weapons, and 
survival supplies. We publish no catalogue due to changing 
inventory & prices. Please call or write for quotes. 
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17 Olmstead Plaza 
Middletown, Penna. 17057 
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house Swenson or Hoag Combat .45 pro¬ 
vides all that I could demand from such 
fine quality pistols. These guns offer top 
notch accuracy, excellent triggers, and 
luxury touches that makes packing a 
pistol of this type a matter of pride. The 
demand for pistols worked over by big 
name pistolsmiths has left most of the 
shops like Swenson, Hoag, King, and 
Pachmayr with a backlog of work that 
can take anywhere from nine months to 
four years, depending upon the choice of 
gunsmith. However, for those looking for 
a general-purpose sidearm that will serve 
many functions well, then the choice that 
I have made may serve you also. 

The Colt .45ACP Commander pistol is 
the gun I carry daily. It is rather Spartan 
in detail compared to the other .45 autos 
that I use. Only the modifications neces¬ 
sary for functional use have been made. 
Over the past dozen years I have owned 
many of these lightweight autos. The one 
I have now is a common companion. It 
provides the security 1 desire in a defensive* 
sidearm. Carrying anything smaller leaves 
me feeling slightly unarmed. 

Jeff Cooper has always given the advice 
to stick with only those modifications that 
are necessary to make the pistol satisfac¬ 
tory to you. The closer you are to the 
stock piece, the better off you are if 
necessity forces you to use someone else’s 
pistol. Reliance on too many gadgets can 
hurt if you don’t have your own pistol 
available. 

I took my out-of-the-box Commander 
and set out to make it my ideal carry gun. 
Accuracy is more than acceptable for the 
purpose of a defensive sidearm. The only 
inside work was the throating of the bar¬ 
rel. A few careful minutes with a Dremel 
tool solved that problem. The current 
Colt Mk IV Series 70 guns come from the 
Hartford plant throated, but the Combat 
Commander and Alloy frame Comman¬ 
der donT receive this touch from the fac¬ 
tory. Nonetheless, the feeding system on 
my throated Commander will now 
chamber empty cases from proper 
magazines. 

For serious social work, I consider only 
fixed sights. The high fixed Micro rear 
was installed with a quick draw ramp 
front. When my pistol was modified, the 
King-Tappan fixed sights were not avail¬ 
able. Had they been offered, I would have 
chosen them without question. Once fixed 
sights are zeroed, there is nothing to shoot 
loose or get knocked out of adjustment. 
These high fixed sights give a fast, sharp 
sight picture for quick shooting situa¬ 
tions. 

A real rarity for Colt Firearms, my gun 
came out of the box with a clean 
4!/2-pound trigger pull, although the odds 
of getting a really fine trigger from a box- 
grade Government Model or Commander 
has to be an all time long shot, Colt has 
people who can produce good triggers, for 
the Gold Cups normally show fine pulls. 

I installed one of Jim Hoag’s long 
skeletonized triggers, mostly for looks, 
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but also to assist in placement of the 
finger on the trigger. The mainspring 
housing was checkered and a pair of 
Pachmayr Combat Model Signature grips 
were installed. 

Since holster wear had already worn the 
anodizing from the sharp corners of the 
frame, I decided to have the frame silver 
anodized so the aluminum base metal 
would not appear so readily as a result of 
holster wear. The completed gun is a com¬ 
fortable pistol to carry. Whether in a 
Sparks Summer Special or Alessi inside- 
pants holster, the alloy Commander .45 is 
a confident gun to stake your life on. 

The Commander is ^/4-inch shorter than 
the standard government model. It weighs 
only 26*/2 ounces compared to 39 for the 
full-size Mk IV. The result is a pistol that 
is easier to carry, but somewhat more dif¬ 
ficult to shoot. The lighter weight, plus in¬ 
creased slide inertia, causes a much 
sharper recoil with the LW Commander. 
This can be bad for those that are new to 
pistolcraft or fail to learn proper pistol 
technique. 

I find the Commander handles much 
like a Ml9 Combat Magnum when firing 
full house .357 ammo. With practice, 
shot-to-$hot recovery is better than the 
M19. The Commander is currently only 
offered in .45acp. The 9mm Parabellum 
and .38 Super calibers have been dropped 
from production. The frame and main¬ 
spring housing are made of high tensile 
aluminum alloy (7075) so that weight 
reduction is considerable. The short¬ 
coming, however, is that alloy receivers 
wear out much more quickly than the steel 
counterpart. 

My experience has shown these alloy 
Commanders develop stress cracks in the 
frame at the 5000 to 6000-round mark. 
They will continue to shoot long after the 
stress cracks show up. 1 have one friend 
whose Commander has a vertical crack 
from the slide stop pin hole in the frame 
to the slide rails. The gun will still shoot a 
ragged hole in the ace of spades at 25 feet. 
He shoots it only rarely, as he desires to 
keep it in service for years to come. 

So, shoot the Commander to stay in 
tune, but leave it at home if you plan to 
shoot hundreds of rounds each time you 
visit the range. Let’s face it, few people 
fire more than a 1000 rounds of pistol am¬ 
mo in a lifetime. 

The exception are those that compete in 
pistol matches and police or security peo¬ 
ple that fire up training ammo provided 
for qualification. The weapon in these 
cases is usually a duty type sidearm that 
will stand 30,000 rounds of ammo and still 
have plenty of service left in it. 

So, a short round life is not a major fac¬ 
tor to worry over in a general-purpose 
carry gun. If you feel that it is more than 
you can tolerate, then I suggest the steel- 
frame Combat Commander. It compro¬ 
mises light weight, yet the steel frame will 
last a long time if this pistol is to serve 
Continued on page 86 
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INDESTRUCTABLE NYLON BAND WITH 
EXCLUSIVE CRYSTAL COVER STRAP! 

Protects Your Watch 
Conceals Nighttime Glow! 

Heavy-Duty Type VIII Mil-Spec webbing, 
combined with rot-proof thread make our 
watchband really indestructable. Velcro® 
closures secure the cover strap and our 
unique double-locking wrist band prevents 
accidental loss. Send wrist measurement to 
nearest 1/4". $5.50 Postpaid 


KNIFE POUCH 
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knives and all belts. Velcro® protective flap keeps knife 
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Custom sizes for Buck, etc. ONLY $4.95 
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TACTICAL 
GROUP JACKET 
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flap pockets, drawstrings, button cuffs & epaulets. Great 
combination with our 'Woolly Pully" sweater. 
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Canine Security 
Stark Training 
Kennel has some of 
the finest noses in 
the business, not to 
mention eyes, ears, 

teeth! All specially trained to protect you 
and your property as; Bodyguards, 
Estate guards, Commercial security 
guards. "Our dogs are proven crime 
stoppers”. We know the importance of 
proper humane, but rigorous training; 
most of all we know that a poorly 
trained dog is worse than no dog at all. 
Selected german shepherds, german 
rottweilers. For more information 
contact us at: R.R.l, Middletown, IL 
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HANDCUFFING AND 
CONTROL TECHNIQUES 
A number of books have been written 
on police use of firearms, while only a few 
ar6 available on police baton and unarm¬ 
ed restraint techniques. This is in spite of 
the fact that many policemen do not use 
firearms in their entire careers, while some 
street cops use their hands and batons vir¬ 
tually every day. Likewise most American 
police departments require periodic quali¬ 
fication tests with the sidearm, while 
baton technique is rarely, if ever, tested 
after the academy, unlike the Tokyo po¬ 
lice department where weekly baton prac¬ 
tice is the rule. Perhaps the greater interest 


in firearms here is due to their intrinsic 
mechanical complexity and their dedth- 
dealing power. The baton, in contrast, is 
ugly, simple, and mundane; its power is 
totally dependent on technique. 

Among the few books available on po¬ 
lice unarmed restraint are the following: 
Handbook of Self-Defense for Law En¬ 
forcement Officers by Jahn Martone, Kill 
or Get Killed by Rex Applegate^ Defense 
Tactics for Law Enforcement by Bruce 
Tegner, and Police Weaponless Control 
and Defense Technique by Robert Koga 
and John Nelson. Koga and Nelson*s 
book is probably the most definitive. 
Koga was the hand-to-hand combat in¬ 


structor for LAPD; his methods, like all 
law enforcement techniques, are eclectic, 
drawing on a number of Oriental martial 
arts and western practices, but more than 
other authors Koga has a sense of system. 

Koga’s first premise is that the role of 
the policeman, as assigned by the govern¬ 
ing agency and interpreted by the courts, 
is primarily a defensive one. The police¬ 
man necessarily responds to situations; he 
does not (or should not) provoke them. 
Those of us who have dealt firsthand with 
violent criminals know how easy it is to 
want to punish rather than merely ap¬ 
prehend or control. Koga stresses that the 
law enforcement or corrections officer 
must learn to control his own prejudices 
(usually racial or ethnic) and his emotions 
(primarily his sense of personal dignity or 
masculinity) before his responses to tac¬ 
tical situations will become consistently 
professional. 

For example, a white officer attempting 
to control a powerfully-built black siispect 
who confronts him with the words* “You 
chickenshit faggot, you too scared to take 
me alone, you skinny rtiotherfucker,” is 
quite likely to respond prejudicially. The 
officer, in one sentence, has been called a 
coward, a homosexual, a weakling, and a 
pervert; yet the courts consider no amount 
of “mere words*’ to be justification for 
assault. So the officer must remind 
himself that it is his job to control the 


Natchez® 

The Natchez® is a medium 
size combat knife built by 
hand to exacting standards 
of quality. The 4 inch blade 
is ground and finished by 
hand from 440-C stainless. 
The Micarta handle is fitted 
with brass double guard and 
brass rivets aiid lanyard hole 
liner. The sheath is made 
from the finest leather and 
is designed with a built-in 
steel retaining spring and a 
clip for boot or belt carry. 
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Complete with sheath 
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Argonaut® 

The Argonaut® with black 
Micarta handle and stainless 
Steel mountings is designed 
for underwater use or any 
conditions which might be 
too corrosive for ordinary 
knives. Divers will find the 
serrated blade especially use¬ 
ful as will anyone who might 
need a highly specialized 
tool for escape and evasion 
tactics. The Argonaut® is 
furnished with an exclusive 
waterproof sheath and leg 
harness. 

$ 65.00 

Complete %irith sheath 


Write for our free color brochure 
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situation, to keep it from escalating, not 
to singlehandedly “put the savages in 
their place.” 

The potentially explosive situation just 
mentioned may best be handled on a pure¬ 
ly verbal basis, e.g., “Be cool, man. 
Nobody be shuckin’ you. Just come along 
now, and let the public defender handle 
your problems at the station.” This way 
you have temporarily allayed his fears of 
humiliation, assault, and lengthy police 
interrogation. 

As Koga stresses, “Arrest is an emo¬ 
tional problem as well as a physical one.” 
Once the suspect is in cuffs his case can be 
handled routinely, without any side trips 
to the hospital, lengthy reports, or visits 
to Internal Affairs. Some street policemen 
become so adept at “rapping” that they 
rarely ever have to resort to force. For ex¬ 
ample, one Los Angeles policeman I knew 
would never tell a drunk that he was tak¬ 
ing him to the station: he would tell him 
he was taking him home, the drunk would 
slump comfortably in the car seat, and 
when he woke up he would be at the sta¬ 
tion where the sheer number of officers 
would prevent resistance. 

The ability to “relate” (an overused 
term dating from the Kennedy years) to 
different groups of people, especially to 
criminal subcultures, is an art that is only 
acquired after long experience. The young 
patrolman or prison guard may find him- 



Top; A set of Peerless cuffs from 1915. Below: A pre-1900 set of adjustable cuffs used quite often 
on the American frontier. (LAPD Archives, Judith Kosbau, historian. Author’s photo.) 
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Many farmers use a NIGHTWATCH system to 
detect prowling animals around their chicken 
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house. 
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self in many violent confrontations which 
in later years he will realize resulted entire¬ 
ly from his own failure to find the right 
words. An officer may often have to use 
an argot that to himself sounds foolish 
and affected in order to communicate 
with his clientele. To be effective on the 
southern border a Border Patrolman must 
speak Spanish; to be effective in city ghet- 
toes, prisons, and juvenile halls an officer 
should be fluent in the local dialect. 

If persuasion fails, or if there is no time 
to t^k, or if the subject has initiated 
violence, then the officer rhust use 
physical means to control the situation. 
These means may include: a show of force 
(several officers), unarmed restraint, use 
of the baton or MACE, or, as a last 
resort, the use of firearms. Here we will 
discuss some principles and a few techni¬ 
ques of unarmed restraint. 

“Restraint” means what the name im¬ 
plies: the subject is “controlled,” not 
punished. Courts frown on offenders, 
particularly juveniles, showing up for 
their hearings “black and blue.” Also, the 
government, i.e., the taxpayers, has to 
pay for medical treatment of punched-out 
suspects, not to mention the cost of police 
brutality lawsuits. Finally, a subject is 
likely to develop his ideas about police 
professionalism from such contacts; he 
may try to kill the next policeman who ac¬ 


costs him, based on the treatment he 
received from the last. 

The object of most restraints is to put 
the subject in handcuffs. Some police 
departments even have a policy of hand¬ 
cuffing suspects who are wounded or, to 
all appearances, dead, in order to 
minimize risk. Handcuffs have two pur¬ 
poses: to prevent or limit assaults on of¬ 
ficers and to prevent escape. Most of¬ 
fenders, with the exception of those train¬ 
ed in savate or in the Oriental martial arts, 
depend on their hands to fight; they are 
helpless if properly cuffed. Likewise most 
subjects will not run if their hands are 
secured behind their back, since this posi¬ 
tion puts them off balance. 

Handcuffs have come a long way since 
the “shackles” of the last century. A hun¬ 
dred years ago the common handcuff had 
a fixed-size jaw, opened and closed by a 
twist-screw key. The shackle was closed, 
the key tightened and removed. It was this 
“screw” which is said to have given its 
name to the modern prison guard. 

The modern handcuff has a small turn¬ 
key and an adjustable ratchet, which will 
adjust the cuff automatically to fit the 
wrist of all but a small child or tiny 
woman. It is the adjustable ratchet which 
is the major improvement of the modern 
cuff. Of course, the size of the cuff 
depends on the average size of male adults 


in this society. In Taiwan, for contrast, 
Professor Ni at the Central Police College 
produces a cuff which adjusts further 
down to provide for the “pencil wrists” 
and small hands of many Orientals. 

A number of companies have produced 
handcuffs for use in this country, in¬ 
cluding companies in Spain and Japan. 
The standard for the industry, however, 
has been set by Smith & Wesson and 
Peerless. According to some, the S&W 
cuffs are harder to pick, but the Peerless 
cuffs go on faster. I have not been able to 
confirm that one type of cuff is easier to 
pick: handcuffs are meant to be a tem¬ 
porary restraint only; given enough time 
and inadequate police supervision a 
suitably experienced “criminoid” could 
pick practically any cuff. As far as speed 
is concerned, a new Peerless cuff will in¬ 
variably ratchet faster than an S&W, 
though a Smith cuff can easily be worked 
in and lubricated with WD-40 or graphite 
to slide more smoothly. 

What we are really talking about is the 
capacity of a cuff to go on the wrist mere¬ 
ly by pressing or “slapping”: the closed 
cuff is pressed against the wrist, causing 
its jaw to flip over and around, locking 
onto the wrist. Usually this must be done 
against the top dr bottom of the wrist, the 
thickness of the sides of the wrist im¬ 
peding free movement of the jaw. If the 
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ratchet is stiff the cuff cannot be “slap¬ 
ped” on, or, if tried, the technique will 
cause unnecessary pain to the subject as 
the metal is banged against his wristbone. 
It is for this reason that certain juvenile 
facilities require detention officers to 
manually open the cuff, then carefully 
place it around the minor’s wrists. This 
tedious technique can waste valuable time 
if used during a violent restraint, as 
distinguished from a routine movement of 
juveniles from one institution to another. 
Anyone who has handled juveniles knows 
that they will complain loudly about any 
imagined “mistreatment,” so the careful, 
gentle placing of the cuff for routine 
movements, including the use of the dou¬ 
ble lock to prevent further tightening of 
the ratchet, makes sense. For use in the 
field or for violent institutional restraints 
a fast-ratchetting cuff is to be preferred: a 
good cuff can be pressed on (a safer 
technique than slapping) with one hand 
while the other is used to apply an 
armlock or other control technique. 

The big problem, still to be solved, with 
the modern cuff is the lock. The ratchet 
can be picked on some cuffs, but most 
picking is done on the keyhole — not to 
mention the general availability and easy 
concealability of cuff keys among the 
general public (one can be purchased for 
about 75C). Smith & Wesson, among 
others, produces a special maximum 
security cuff with special key, but this is 
rarely used except for jail or prison 
transfers. 

Conventional S&W and Peerless cuffs, 
as well as several other brands, work off 
the same key — this facilitates movement 
since a jailer or other officer is not likely 
to find himself unable to open a prisoner’s 
cuffs, but it does lessen security. Also, the 
keyhole and double-lock pinhole are hard 
to find in a hurry or in the dark. A Los 
Angeles maker has recently marketed a 
cuff key with a longer, fatter, stippled 
handle for better, faster operation, but 
the problem is still there. 

The cuffs used by most officers in the 
Los Angeles area are the Smith & Wesson 
8-5/8-ounce nickel steel cuff, and the 
10-ounce Peerless nickel steel cuff. S&W 
also makes a blued version, but the nickel 
finish lasts longer with better protection. 
Peerless also makes a lightweight seven- 
ounce cuff for a slightly higher price; per¬ 
sonally I have never found the 10-ounce 
model to be a burden. 

If the cuffs are personally owned by the 
officer, he should have his name and ID 
number engraved on them to prevent their 
getting lost during prisoner processing. 
Many police officers carry at least two sets 
of cuffs for regular patrol, since multiple 
arrests are not uncommon. In addition of¬ 
ficers on riot duty may carry a half dozen 
“Flex-cufs” in their hat: these are metal- 
impregnated, flexible plastic restraints. 
With Flex-cufs the prisoners* wrists are 
overslapped and the cuffs are looped over 
them like a lasso and drawn tight. The of¬ 
ficer’s name and booking information can 
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not foreign copies. Satisfaction or your money 
back. 


U. S. Military Knives 



Marine Corps Combat Knlfei 7*' parkerlzed blade. 
The handle and sheath are treated with preser¬ 
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Air Force Survival Knlfei 5” saw-backed blade ot 
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butt. Leather sheath with lanyard and sharpening 
stone. Order No. I-F-110. $1 1.50. 



U, $. Army Machete: Made by Ontario For the U. S. 
Army. 18" parkerlzed blade. Order No, I-F-105. 
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The Razorback 


The Arkansas Toothpick Pattern of American 
LegendsI This Italian made double edged dagger 
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carbon steel blade is 8" long and has an extra 
strong spine for good leverage. The handsome 
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When in Houston, visit our shop at 2409 
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LANCER MILITARIA 
P.O. BOX 35188 
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be written on the plastic. The cuffs are 
then cut off at the station. One problem 
with Flex-cufs, however, is that they tend 
to cut off circulation in the hands; 
therefore the prisoner should be processed 
as soon as possible to avoid charges of 
maltreatment. 

Koga and Nelson’s book does an ad¬ 
mirable job of describing restraint techni¬ 
ques for use by street policemen. Tegner’s 
book has some excellent tips for handling 
adult prison inmates. Applegate and Mar- 
tone give some very useful information on 
cuffing more than one subject. All of 
these books should be in the officer’s 
library, and I will not repeat all their ideas 
here. Instead I will describe some techni¬ 
ques for handling juvenile offenders, a 
subject rarely, if ever, given attention. 

Tegner says that if a technique is 
basically humane it is as suitable for 
women and juveniles as for adult male 
prisoners. I agree. Some juvenile halls and 
detention facilities give no restraint train¬ 
ing to their officers, perhaps operating on 
the assumption that he can always ac¬ 
complish his goals by persuasion or a firm 
grip on the shoulder. The fact is that 
many male juvenile offenders are as large 
as adult prisoners and considerably more 
prone to impulsive behavior. Some 
facilities now allow the use of Chemical 
MACE, while others, especially those 
which handle the juvenile prior to ad¬ 
judication and disposition hearings 
(equivalent to trial and sentencing pro¬ 
cedures in adult court), allow officers to 
use only their hands for restraining a 
minor. 

Imagine for a moment that you are try¬ 
ing to control the behavior of a violent 
17-year-old, 220-pound youth of com¬ 
paratively low intelligence. Then imagine 
that the administration has told you that 
you are not allowed to use MACE, a 
baton, rubber sap (sometimes used in 
prisons, since it is far less lethal than the 
lead-loaded variety), an iron claw come- 
along device, or any other weapon (in¬ 
cluding handcuffs used as brass 
knuckles); further, the administration has 
told you that you may not punch, kick, or 
choke in order to restrain anyone. So 
what do you do when this young man 
decides he would rather punch than obey 
you? The answer is that you should have 
thought of that sooner. 

Usually juveniles, unlike adult 
prisoners, will give some kind of warning 
before they ‘‘go off.” An inmate at San 
Quentin might smile and look obsequious 
until he is close enough to “shank” you, 
while a juvenile will usually become 
argumentative or abusive, appear 
frustrated (sometimes to the point of 
tears), start to clench and unclench his 
fists, or otherwise “telegraph his moves.” 
Further, a juvenile, even if he knows 
something of the martial arts, will most 
commonly begin his fights with a round¬ 
house fist blow or a headlock — two 
moves which are easily countered. Ap¬ 



parently there is a powerful adolescent 
motivation to use fighting techniques 
which are seen by his peer group as fair or 
honorable, i.e., what John Wayne would 
do, not what Bruce Lee would do. 

A restraint which results in no injury to 
the minor or to the officer, the optimum 
condition, will often require more than 
one officer to effect. The first officer, the 
one against whom the minor’s attack is 
directed, must avoid the blow and begin 
making the restraint while another officer 
assists. Single combat between a minor 
and a detention officer is usually un¬ 
necessary (although with staff shortages 
brought on by economy measures this is 
becoming less true) and inefficient with 
substantially greater risk of injury on both 
sides. Two officers bracketting the 
“ward” between them are usually enough 
to bring him under control, with perhaps 
a third to put on cuffs if required: more 
than three will get in each other’s way; if it 
takes more than three to put a kid down 
then they are the wrong three for the job. 
Invariably there will be more inmates than 
staff around at any particular time, but 
rarely will prisoners band together against 
staff (except in the case of riot or mass 
escape attempt) whereas staff, to one 
degree or another, have learned to assist 
each other in violent situations. In fact, 
the worst condition that can exist in a 
detention facility is when morale among 
officers is so low that they do not back 
each other up. 

Given four staff available, the optimum 
restraint would proceed as follows. One 
staff member stays out of the conflict to 
keep an eye on other wards, to lock them 
down if necessary. Two staff members, 
seeing that one minor is about to attack 
another (or is creating some other 
dangerous disruption), work around to 
each side and slightly to his rear. At the 
same instant they each grab a wrist and 
bend it behind the minor’s back, forcing 
him to the ground or pressing him against 
a wall if necessary to maintain leverage. A 
third staff member can then press on the 
cuffs in the manner described before. 

Obviously, many restraints will not go 
as smoothly as the one mentioned. There 
will certainly be times when there will be 
only one officer, or at most two, available 
to take care of situations that really re¬ 
quire three or four. In these circumstances 
an officer’s physical skill, verbal aibility, 
and judgment will be tested to the utmost. 
The officer’s main advantage is not this 
size, since many juveniles are larger than 
most adults, but his greater emotional 
control and his ability to “think on his 
feet,” to pick the right tactical moves 
which will give him ah edge. 

In the next issue of SOF, David Steele 
will evaluate effective restraint techniques 
which seem to be of the greatest value in 
con trolling ju ven He offenders. 
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comprehensive firearms reference ever published. 


• Examines arms of 42 nations from 1900— 
present • every chapter completely revised • 5 
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since W.W. II • 672 pages • well over 2000 
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guide.” 
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ment of being ‘ hands-on’^ close to the finest in 
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Truly international 
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of the World. 
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changed military thinking 
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machine guns little bigger than a service-issue 
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NcndiscBinible MicEfcscstic Innoculcdo: 

The Sentry & TheDog 

Revisited 

kY Willnm Schwabe 



Two exotic members of the Army’s M-1 Dart Launcher family, especially national television during Church Committee hearings, but without Its 

constructed for the Central Intelligence Agency. Devices shown were detachable shoulder stock. Note use of Bushnell “Phantom” scope; 

used for the temporary incapacitation of vicious guard dogs. Weapon at darkly humorous when one considers the weapon was for “spooks.” 

bottom was displayed by former Agency Director, William E. Colby, on Photo courtesy Edgewood Arsenal/CIA Public Affairs Office. 


Ever since the opening engagements of 
the World War of 1939 to 1945, British 
and American intelligence and special 
warfare officers have devoted con¬ 
siderable effort to researching the most ef¬ 
ficacious means of incapacitating — tem¬ 
porarily or otherwise — a sentry and his 
dog. 

The scenario typically runs something 
like this: there is an enclosure guarded by 
a sentry and his dog. The objective is to 
gain access to this enclosure without rais¬ 
ing an alarm. Under ordinary circum¬ 
stances, a fighting knife would do nicely, 
but how to employ close-combat weapons 
with a dog nearby? There are other 
nuances: if the sentry dies before the dog, 
the dog will bark; if the dog dies before 
the sentry, the sentry will shoot. Covert 
information collection activities offer ad¬ 
ditional complications: one may wish to 


enter the enclosure surreptitiously, and 
leave no trace of one’s passing. If the 
enclosure is guarded solely by dogs, how 
to put them temporarily to sleep? 

The sentry-and-dog 3 cenario, in all its 
several aspects, is the reason why, in the 
1940s, British Special Operations Ex¬ 
ecutive (SOE) and American Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS) technological 
support groups developed such devices as 
the sound-suppressed .22 caliber High- 
Standard self-loading pistol, the varieties 
of miniature cross-bows, and curious 
phonograph-needle launchers disguised as 
fountain pens. It is also the reason why, 
some 25 years later, the Special Opera¬ 
tions Division (SOD) of the U.S. Army 
Biological Laboratory, in a lavish display 
of money and technology, devised an ex¬ 
otic item known as the non-discernible 
microbioinoculator. 


The term “non-discernible microbioi¬ 
noculator” refers to a subminiature pro¬ 
jectile, used to deliver biological warfare 
(BW) or chemical warfare (CW) agents to 
human or animal targets by imperceptible 
innoculation; subcutaneously, intramus¬ 
cularly, and silently. Such projectiles are 
sometimes also known as MOPs, or 
“micro-organism projectiles.” 

One form of NDMBl/MOP delivery 
system, type classified in Army literature 
as the M-1 system, involves the use of a 
battery-powered dissemination device, 
known as the M-1 Dart Launcher. Two 
M-1 launchers are pictured in the accom¬ 
panying photograph. This dissemination 
device is deemed accurate at ranges to 250 
feet, and is practically inaudible. One 
NDMBI compatible with this device is 
spherical, .015 inch in diameter, carries a 
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This device was designed to fire a phonograph needle, and was meant 
for use as a harassing weapon in occupied France. British in origin, the 
work of a little-known branch of a lesser-known section of the Military In¬ 
telligence Directorate, circa 1943, the device could be made lethal by 


coating the projectile with toxin or bacteria; something the British could 
never bring themselves to do. The device was fielded in extremely 
limited quantities for a brief period, then suddenly withdrawn. Photo 
courtesy of Elek Books, London. 


.5 mgm load, and is ballistically stable at 
ranges to 50 feet. 

When the trigger on the M-1 is pressed, 
it completes a circuit between batteries in 
the grip and a solenoid-like coil at the rear 
of the barrel. Simply put, the NDMBl is 
propulsed by means of the electromag¬ 
netic field generated within the coil. On 
impact, the entry of the projectile feels 
something like a mosquito’s sting, if it is 
felt at all. 

The projectile itself is cartridge- 
mounted, and fashioned of platinum or, 
alternately, platinum-plated. Platinum is 
necessary to prevent bonding between the 
projectile and its cartridge when the 
former is coated with shellfish toxin. 

The M-1 system was originally devel¬ 
oped in the 1960s, for use by the Special 


Forces. Work was performed at Fort 
Detrick and Edge wood Arsenal, under the 
direction of a project engineer named 
Senseney. In approximately 1967, Sen- 
seney was approached by the Central 
Intelligence Agency, acting under the 
authority of a memorandum of agreement 
originating in May 1952, between CIA 
and the Army Chief Chemical Officer. 
This memorandum of agreement permit¬ 
ted the CIA to call upon the facilities of 
the Army Biological Laboratory for 
research and development purposes. Con¬ 
trary to popular belief, the CIA’s own 
laboratories are rather limited, and are 
used primarily to conceal or disguise the 
paraphernalia of the spy trade by means 
of special packaging; outside arrange¬ 
ments, such as that with the Army, are 


therefore necessary and considered 
perfectly normal. 

What the CIA desired, and what 
Senseney and the Army were subsequently 
able to supply, was a M-1 modification 
designed for use against dogs. Thus the 
launcher shown in the accompanying 
photograph was born. The basic projectile 
was increased in size to approximately 
that of a .22, and loaded with a chemical 
compound known as 4640, Some 50 sys¬ 
tems were manufactured for the CIA, and 
subsequently returned having been ex¬ 
pended. Records of the CIA’s so-called 
Clandestine Services indicate that the 
devices were used in operations in 
Southeast Asia, targeted against watch 
dogs guarding an enemy compound, and 
for testing and evaluation purposes. 


The DeLisle Carbine. A sound-suppressed counter-sentry weapon In .45 Middle East, and one or two even made their way to Vietnam. British in 

ACP by way of a much modified SMLE. An extremely effective design, origin, the DeLisle was air-dropped to the French Resistance. Photo 

the DeLisle saw service In the Malaysian Emergency, in Africa and the courtesy the Imperial War Museum. 
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Above: An early version of the “William Tell,” test fired “somewhere in 
the Commonwealth” by a member of the Office of Strategic Services on 
detached service. This device, used for the elimination of enemy sen¬ 
tries and dogs, was actually fielded in the Pacific Theater. It was, 
however, found to be unsuitable due to the distinctive “twang” of the 
elastic bands. Photo courtesy Anybody’s Archives indeed. 


Below: An experimental special operations weapon, highly classified in 
its day. This sound-suppressed STEM was fitted with an infrared-light 
unit, and a telescopically-assisted infrared receiving unit. Device shown 
during field tests north of London, circa 1942. Photo courtesy the Im¬ 
perial War Museum. 
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In September 1975, a tempest erupted 
over the existence of BW/CW dissemina¬ 
tion devices, and former Director of Cen¬ 
tral Intelligence William E. Colby was 
forced to display one of the Agency's 
launchers at a hearing before the Senate 
Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with Respect to Intelligence 
Activities. Senseney was recalled from a 
temporary assignment in the United 
Kingdom, and offered testimony based on 
his recollections of his own and the CIA’s 
involvement in the M-1 program. As a 
result of the furor over such devices, 
much of the M-1 hardware and all of the 
more exotic toxins were ordered destroy¬ 
ed. This destruction was accomplished in 
1975; remaining hardware was placed in 
storage at an undisclosed location near 
Kansas City, Missouri, with a represen¬ 
tative collection being made up into a 
travelling display unit. This display unit 
was used for familiarization purposes by a 
number of federal agencies, U.S. Customs 
and the FBI among them, in order to 
educate counterintelligence personnel in 
the intricacies of silencing a sentry and a 
dog. 

An interesting footnote to the NDMBI 
story was provided in the fall of 1978, 
when Bulgarian emigres living in Great 
Britain were murdered under mysterious 
circumstances by means of a spherical, 
platinum-plated projectile fired from an 
umbrella. 

It would seem that the Church Commit¬ 
tee, among its other accomplishments, 
provided a technology transfer function 
for the killers of the Bulgarians. Accor¬ 
ding to informed sources, the level of ex¬ 
pertise evident in the NDMBl’s employed 
in Great Britain was directly related to the 
level of information generated by the 
aforementioned Church Committee hear¬ 
ings in September 1975. This assumption 
gathers credence when one examines the 
testimony of Senseney before Senator 
Howard Baker: 

SENATOR BAKER: OK, what about a cane, 
a walking cane? 

SENSENEY: Yes; an M-1 projectile could be 
fired from a cane, also an umbrella. 

SENATOR BAKER: Also an umbrella.... 

The preconditioning was thus laid in the 
fall of 1975; the Bulgarians were killed in 
the fall of 1978. We shall find it extremely 
interesting to find out who picks up the 
non-discernible microbioinoculator story, 
and where the accusing finger is ultimately 
pointed. 

Copyright © 1978 by William Schwa be 
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On The Marts Of Tha ICLSS PrirciDle 


Ntte-Slte® 

by’MEMxDougcdd 


In our November 1978 issue, I wrote en¬ 
thusiastically about the concept of a com¬ 
pact handgun night sight and the prac¬ 
ticality of one I had owned. I stand behind 
everything in that article. A night sight 
turns a 12-hour gun into a 24-hour gun. 
And since most studies show that most 
gunfights occur at night, a night sight 
becomes a must to a prudent person. 
What has changed, however, is the state- 
of-the-art in night sight technology and in 
keeping with our editorial policy, when a 
better mousetrap is made, we tell all. 

The new device, called Nite-Site, is the 
brainchild of a couple of veteran cops 
who designed it to help save their brother 
officers lives, Nite-Site features the 
K.I.S.S. principle (Keep It Simple, 
Stupid) and that makes it superior to most 
other systems. Those who have owned a 
number of machines usually come to the 
conclusion that fewer parts usually mean 
fewer breakdowns. Thus Nite-Site be¬ 
comes the device of choice because it has 
no moving parts. As the literature states, 
“no batteries, no wires, no bulbs,” and 
that means reliability. 

So far, so good. But there must be a 
catch. After comparison with other pro¬ 
ducts in the marketplace, the only catch 
was that Nite-Site is less expensive because 


New model Nite-Site installed as insert (prefer¬ 
red). 






Nite-Site available for Colt M-16/AR-15, Armalite 
AR-180/AR-18, etc. 


it is less expensive to manufacture. If that 
is a catch, let’s have more of the same. 

After more than eight years of “rigor¬ 
ous fieldtesting,” the makers have de¬ 
veloped an ingeniously simple solution to 
low-light handgun combat. 

The heart of the system. Promethium 
(Pm 147), a radioluminescent isotope, 
provides illumination without an external 
power supply. The word “Promethium” 
was derived from Prometheus, who ac¬ 
cording to Greek mythology, stole fire 


from the gods and gave it to mankind. For 
those technically inclined, Promethium 
has a half-life of 2.7 years, in which time 
the element will have discharged half of its 
energy. But the relationship of radioactive 
half-life and brightness half-life are not 
interchangeable. Although half the radio¬ 
activity has dissipated in 2.7 years, less 
than half the brightness half-life has 
dissipated. See Chart I for the brightness 
decay rates of Promethium. 

In the preceding paragraph I mentioned 
“rigorous fieldtesting.” Lest the reader 
think this puffery, I quote Nite-Site’s 
brochure (almost as thick as this issue) in 
which they attribute the following data to 
3M: 

LUMINOUS ELEMENTS 

Handgun rear sights contained 0,9 mCi 
Pm~147 each and read 200 microlamberts 
brightness. Handgun front sights contain¬ 
ed 0,6 mCi Pm-147 each and read 200 
microlamberts brightness. Shotgun sights 
contained 0.8 mCi Pm-147 each and read 
300 microlamberts brightness. 

TESTING PROGRAM AND RESULTS 

Handgun 70H-I — the weapon was 
heated to 175 degrees F for four (4) hours 
and then cooled to room temperature. 
There was no visible sign of damage and 


Old model Nite-Site attaches by screw/glue. 



Nite-Site’s founders are veteran police 
officers who evolved their idea slowly 
and carefully. They patented their 
day/night system (#3^1676) and are en¬ 
thusiastic about its future. 

Julio A. Santiago, marketing director, 
served four years with the 82nd Air¬ 
borne, 504th Parachute Infantry Regi¬ 
ment, from 1949 to 1953 at* Ft. Bragg, 
North Carolina. He has been a police of¬ 


ficer fpr 19 years with the Dakota Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Office, Hastings, Min¬ 
nesota. He has published numerous 
police training articles and was a 
firearms instructor (specializing in low- 
light combat shooting) for Minnesota’s 
Bureau of Criminal Apprenhension. 
Santiago is presently a deputy sheriff. 

Elliel F. Knutsen, licensing director, 
served three years (reserve) with the 


411th Infantry, 103rd Division, and was 
a master in small arms. He spent 2Vi 
years as president of the Police Combat 
Shooters Association, in the Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul metropolitan area, and is 
a certified firearms instructor fpr the 
state of Minnesota. He has been with the 
Rosemount (Minnesota) Police Depart¬ 
ment for 11 years. 


36 SOLDleU OF FORTUNE 

























CHART 1 
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less than 0.005 microcuries of removable 
surface contamination. 

The weapon was packed in dry ice (-78 
degreesC) for four (4) hours and then 
warmed to room temperature. There was 
no visible sign of damage and less than 
0.005 microcuries of removable surface 
contamination. 

The weapon was heated to 175 degrees 
Ffor one hour and then plunged into cold 
tap water. There was no sign of visible 
damage and less than 0.005 microcuries of 
surface contamination. 

Handgun 70H-2 — The weapon was in¬ 
serted into and removed from a leather 
holster one thousand times. There was no 
visible sign of damage and less than 0.005 
microcuries of removable surface con¬ 
tamination. 

The weapon was then vibrated at 60 
cycles/second for one hour followed by 
vibration of 300 cycles/minute for one 
hour. There was no visible sign of damage 
and less than 0.005 microcuries of re¬ 
movable surface contamination. 

Handgun 70H-3 — The weapon was 
dropped 100 times in a random orienta¬ 
tion from a height of three feet onto a 
solid surface. There was no visible sign of 
damage and less than 0.005 microcuries of 
removable surface contamination. 

The sights on the weapon were then 
sandblasted for one minute under 80 
pounds pressure. Other than frosting of 
the lexan surface, there was no visible sign 
of damage and less than 0.005 microcuries 
of removable surface contamination. 



Caution label issued with each Nite-Site must be 
regulation imposed by an officious bureaucrat 
as device emits about as much radiation as 
luminous watch. Scale illustrated by .44 
magnum cartridge. 


Nite-Site mounted on Ruger Mini 14 rifle with 
standard front post sight. 



The weapon was heated to 500 degrees 
C. Both sights were severely burned. The 
sights crumbled to the touch. The area of 
the front sights showed about 0.5 
microcuries on a smear test. The luminous 
element in the rear sight was intact and 
showed less than 0.005 microcuries of 
removable surface contamination. The 
maximum dose rate at the front sight 
luminous element remains was 3 mil- 
lirem/hour measured with a side window 
G-M tube having a window thickness of 
30 mg/cm^. 

Handgun 70H-4 — The front sight of 
this weapon was subjected to twenty im¬ 
pacts of one inch pound intensity from a 
drop-hammer having a one inch diameter. 
The surface of the lexan was dented but 
otherwise there was no visible sign of 
damage and less than 0.005 microcuries of 
removable surface contamination. 

External Radiation Level 

The dose rate from a handgun front 
sight is approximately 0.2 millirem per 
hour as measured by a Nuclear-Chicago 
Model 2650 G-M probe at a distance of 
1 cm from the sight to the probe grill. 

No other certification is to be implied. 

Production Supervisor — J. W. John¬ 
son, Minnesota Mining and Manu¬ 
facturing 

Sure, there are people who consider 
themselves tough, but Td like to hear 
from anyone (or their beneficiaries) who 
encounters the above hardships in a day’s 
work. If I were packed in dry ice for four 

Continued on page 90 
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Which Is The Answer? 

SMG vs Pistol 


byChxkTrybr 


As one becomes more and more know¬ 
ledgeable in the field of military wea¬ 
ponry, he crashes into “irreconcilable op¬ 
posites,” from time to time. An “irrecon¬ 
cilable opposite,” in case you are mutter¬ 
ing to yourself by now, is a situation 
where two opposite points of view both 
have excellent credibility, thereby making 
it almost impossible to establish that one 
has more credence than the other. 

Such is the case of the SMG versus the 
pistol, and just where does the answer lie? 
The military certainly isn’t the source to 
consult since, before they complete their 
official stand on an issue, their stand 
changes! Weaponry, particularly small 
arms, is no exception, especially with the 
U.S. military, so we really cannot, if we 
are looking for practical answers, consult 
them for their policies. Current and recent 


Author entering “haunted house” exercise us¬ 
ing cal. .45 automatic during comparison tests. 
Found that although pistol was lighter, more 
portable, SMG allowed more rapid neutraliza¬ 
tion of targets. 



past events indicate that they really don’t 
have a policy anyway. 

Let’s examine the issue from both sides. 
First, the pistol. The basic purpose of the 
military sidearm is to provide its wearer 
with a means to defend himself should the 
need arise. The pistol is not an offensive 
weapon by nature, although, in the hands 
of a master, it can indeed surprise you. 
But, such masters are few and far be¬ 
tween, generally speaking, and thus those 
exceptions must not be given precedence 
over the norm. 

The assets of the pistol are numerous. It 
is small, light, immensely portable, con- 
cealable if necessary — in an adequate 
caliber it is suitable to stop an assailant 
with one torso hit about 92 percent of the 
time — accurate, and reliable in its good 
examples. 

The drawback is that it is difficult to 
master pistol technique, and, as a result. 


large quantities of ammunition, time, and 
money are expended if one wishes his per¬ 
sonnel and/or himself to become profi¬ 
cient with it. Ah, you say, what about the 
American Pistol Institute and the fact that 
Jeff Cooper and his staff, of which you 
yourself are a member, teach daily the ef¬ 
ficient technique of the pistol? Indeed, in 
5 Yi days, and 500 rounds, API teaches the 
safe, efficient use of the sidearm to people 
who knew virtually nothing about their 
weapon other than its basic operation and 
how to disassemble/assemble it prior to 
their enrollment at API. To you I say: 
You’re absolutely right! 

Confused? Don’t be. What I’m saying 
is that, even though the above is certainly 
true, the military or even the police aren’t 
likely to run their pistol-armed personnel 
through API to teach them how to shoot 
combat style. Why not, you say? Well, at 
this point the issue becomes somewhat 


Taylor draws on innocent bystander, did not fire. He is now Director of Operations of Cooper’s 
American Pistol Institute. 
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more relative and quite abstract, but I’ll 
tell you what I think. 

In my opinion, the NIH (not invented 
here) syndrome comes into play, and, if 
one merely examines the record of past 
performances of both the police and the 
military, the possibility of this being true 
looms very large! Add to this, the func¬ 
tioning of any bureaucracy, especially one 
the size of the U.S. Army, for example, 
and it's certainly not difficult to see what 
happens — or doesn’t happen, is it? 

The military has forgotten almost all of 
what small arms are really for, so it’s not 
really very surprising to discover that their 
choices of weapons in many cases, and/or 
the technique for the effective use of those 
weapons, is virtually non-existent! The 
sad, obvious fact of the matter is that the 
military really doesn’t think the pistol is a 
serious fighting tool any longer, so then, 
why bother with any but the most per¬ 
functory training, to “satisfy rer 
quirements?” This attitude, in turn, 
results in what little training one receives 
with the pistol being archaic in concept 
and accomplishing little to allow the 
wearer of the sidearm to effectively de¬ 
fend himself should the need arise. 


So, what we are saying here is that, at 
present, the military community has fail¬ 
ed, for whatever reasons, to recognize the 
pistol for what it is and what it can do, 
and, this being the case, has failed to ade¬ 
quately train their pistol-packing person¬ 
nel to effectively use it. Hence, in this 
state, the pistol leaves much to be desired, 
right? After all, if everyone who carries a 
sidearm can shoot like an API graduate, 
there is no problem, correct? Absolutely, 

I say. 

The SMG, on the other hand, was in¬ 
tended to fulfill the defensive role of the 
pistol, but, at the same time, allowed add¬ 
ed versatility in the form of at least spe- 

_ping hits can be obtained faster than they 

Author Taytor engaging “felon” target in closet of “haunted house.” Aiming of handgun, par- can with the pistol, and, as well, be ob- 
ticuiarly in poor light is a distinct problem for all but the master pistolero. tained under a more diverse spectrum of 

conditions than with the pistol, if the 
operator knows what he is doing. And this 
brings us to a crossroads — for, as with 
the pistol, the practical use of the SMG 
and the training for its efficient use have 
never really been considered by either the 
military or police communities. 

I have always felt that the efficient use 
of the SMG could be effected with little 
more ammunition expenditure than with 
the pistol, but do admit that more ammo 
would be required because the SMG is 
designed to accomplish more missions 
than the pistol. Keeping this in perspec¬ 
tive, the ammo expenditure issue is not a 
serious one. 

As far as the practical use of the SMG is 
concerned, adequate training still remains 
to be seen, and the scarcity of auto¬ 
weapons and the constabulary’s paranoia 
over them in civilian hands does little to 
improve the situation. I do know. 



t:-- 


* 

1 -, 



Taylor opens fire on double “felon” target. SMG appears better suited for this particular type of 
situation due to its larger, faster cone of fire. 


cialized offensive capability. After all, the 
idea of advancing into the trench of the 
enemy under a hail of automatic fire had a 
great deal of promise in WWI! Im¬ 
mediately, weapons like the MP18 and 
Thompson soon appeared and the chain 
of evolution has continued to this day, 
culminating with the superb little Ingram 
(MAC) MIO. 

As much as the SMG sounds like the 
answer to the problem, at least initially, 
let’s look into the subject further before 
forming a perhaps premature, and most 
probably, erroneous opinion. The SMG is 
indeed excellent for assault work, trench 


warfare, house-to-house fighting, and 
vehicular use on the one hand, and on the 
other would seem to be an excellent choice 
for general purpose defensive use as well. 
The modern SMG is light, small, suffici¬ 
ently accurate for the purpose, reliable, 
cheaply manufactured, and certainly ade¬ 
quately powerful since it shoots the same 
pistol cartridges that the sidearm utilizes. 
On the minus side, however, we must con¬ 
sider the fact that the SMG requires more 
ammunition to be expended to obtain the 
solid, “stopping*’ hits, by virtue of its 
concept of operation, but, possibly, this 
can be balanced by the fact that the stop- 


SOLUIER OF FORTUNE 39 









taught enough of them to analyze the 
methods I use, although they seem to be 
adequate to date. Perhaps after I suc¬ 
cessfully instruct about 1000 of them, I 
can make definitive statements! 

One point that needs mentioning: The 
SMG and pistol stand in relation to each 
other the way apples do to oranges. 
Therefore, courses of fire designed for 
pistols do not suffice for evaluating one’s 
performance with SMGs. When creating 
or considering courses of training or com¬ 
petition, don’t forget to make them 
realistic. Shooting five rounds at each of 
three silhouettes nine meters apart and 10 
meters downrange in 4.5 seconds, then 
counting the score, causes people to do 
things to win that they’d never do in a 
fight. In this case, they shoulder the SMG 
to get maximum score instead of using it 
from the underarm (assault) position as 
they should. In addition, the requirement 
to shoot five rounds at each target is 
ridiculous. Why bother with it at all? Why 
not leave it up to the shooter and only 
count the best two hits on each target, 
then divide the point score by the elapsed 
time of the string to form a points-per- 
second score? This would certainly let the 
shooter solve the problem, and the one 
who solves it best wins. Only in this 


fashion will the evolution of successful, 
progressive SMG technique take place, I 
guarantee the man who tries to shoulder a 
weapon against me at 10 or 15 meters will 
die in one hell of a hurry! This means that 
careful consideration of “what are we try¬ 
ing to do here,” must take place before 
any course of fire is created. Remember, 
fuzzy concepts and thinking produce gar¬ 
bage, nothing more. 

Likewise, the firing of 15 rounds at 25 
or 30 meters at a single silhouette within a 
certain time limit is silly. Who, for ex¬ 
ample, shoots that many rounds into a 
target in a real fight? Any work past 20-25 
meters with a SMG should be done in the 
semi-mode anyway, lest excessive am¬ 
munition consumption with no resultant 
return in neutralized targets be en¬ 
countered, and, make no mistake, an 
empty SMG will get you killed as quickly 
as no gun at all in a fight! 

By way of analysis, I recently attempted 
a “jungle lane” and “haunted house” ex¬ 
ercise with the SMG and with a pistol. 
Ranges on the “jungle lane” were out to 
50 meters, on 10-inch diameter impact 
plates, while ranges were of the typical in¬ 
door type, with ATS silhouette targets, in 
the “haunted house.” 


Volunteer enters “haunted house” problem set 
up by author for evaluation purposes with 
Thompson SMG. Found handling qualities ex¬ 
cellent, allowing rapid, effective neutralization of 
surprise targets. 


however, that I can make the SMG do 
anything the pistol will do, and then 
some! Admittedly the pistol is more con- 
cealable than a Thompson, but then again 
a MAC-11 .380 is smaller than a .45 auto. 
As should be obvious, the comparisons 
get tiresome after a while, hence the con¬ 
troversy. 

At this point, I am of the opinion that 
probably, the effective use of the SMG 
can be facilitated in a much superior 
fashion to the way it is at present, but the 
final result must wait until a modern train¬ 
ing method, such as that done at API by 
Jeff Cooper and his staff for the pistol, is 
created, and this could quite conceivably 
take decades, if the evolution of modern 
pistolcraft is any example. As 1 said 
earlier, I can make a SMG do anything I 
want it to do, but, there are those who tell 
me I’m a master of the SMG, and result- 
antly claim that the average guy cannot do 
the things I do with the SMG. I don’t 
know that I agree with them fully, at least, 
on any or all counts, but, based on the ex¬ 
perience I’ve had, I feel that anyone who 
knows how to shoot at all can be easily 
taught the technique of the SMG. So far, 
even the students themselves have been 
amazed at their progress, but I have not 


Student engages pop-up silhouette In semi-darkness with SMG with little difficulty. 5-round burst 
printed entirely in K-zone of target. 
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Fifty-meter shots on the impact plates 
were no problem at all with the SMG, in 
this case the Ml A1 Thompson, and, at the 
closer ranges, I was able to consistently 
neutralize the targets faster than with the 
pistol, in some cases even while on the 
move! 

The “haunted house” contained a 
number of different tactical problems, all 
unknown to me, of course, and 1 again 
was able to negotiate the course through 
the house faster than 1 could with the 
pistol. It is worth mentioning that the pro¬ 
blem included several hostage situations 
which necessitated the shouldering of the 
SMG. I also note that the only time I 
shouldered the gun on the entire course 
was to engage the hostage situations. All 
other work was done from the underarm 
position. 1 “cleaned” both problems, by 
the way. So much for the “added ac¬ 
curacy” of shouldering the SMG at close 
range. Rubbish! 

Once I had completed the problems 
mentioned above, they were reset into a 
similar skill-level configuration by me, 
and another shooter volunteered to go 
through them. In this case, the volunteer 
was an excellent combat-pistol shot who 
had been openly skeptical of my theory. 
He, too, successfully negotiated both 


Volunteer negotiates “hostage-situation” with TSMG. As with author Taylor, only shouldered wea¬ 
pon in this particular situation for added precision precluding the possibility of a hit on the hos¬ 
tage. Note impact of two-shot burst on felon silhouette, lower right. 


Student takes out a “felon” from the shoulder with a Thompson SMG in a “hostage-situation.” 


courses without shouldering the SMG 
once except for the 50-meter shot on tlje 
“jungle lane,” and a hostage situation in 
the “haunted house.” 

He came away a believer, and I, 
naturally, found this most gratifying. 
Others have formed the .same opinion, 
based on similar experience. Who knows, 
maybe some day we’ll have the final 
answer. 

So, in summary, I can only state my 
opinion, which has at least some expertise 
and background behind it, but cannot be 
the answer, at least at this point in time, 
for everyone. I’m an internationally 
Class-A ranked combat pistol shot, and 
have consistently been among the top 
finishers in the U.S. for the last several 
years, and I prefer the SMG over the 
pistol, or perhaps more correctly, in addi¬ 
tion to the pistoL The SMG is still not as 
handy as a pistol with one’s pants down in 
the bushes or hopping out of bed to con¬ 
front an intruder in the middle of the 
night! 

That’s my choice and my opinion. 
Form yours carefully and intelligently, 
and train with realistic, well-thought-out 
courses of fire, or you’ll place yourself in 
distinct danger of dying unnecessarily the 
first time you get into a fight. The choice 
isn’t an easy one, but you’re betting your 
life on that choice, so it had better be 
right! 
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KalishnikovS Ans^w^s 

TheAK-47 

& 

Hs VSariations 

hy Christqjner Newport 


The reader needs no introduction to 
the Soviet AK-47. Hardly a day goes by 
without one being seen in the hands of 
some soldier or guerrilla on television. 
What you may not know, however, is 
that the development of the AK-47 can 
be considered an historical accident and 
that the rifle is produced in Communist 
and non-Communist countries alike in 
a variety of forms other than the Soviet 
model. 

The popularity the AK-47 now enjoys 
around the world is not the result of a 
conscious effort on the part of the Soviet 
Union to develop an assault rifle. It is 
the result of the combination of a reliable 
design, imposed standardization in 
Eastern Europe, and massive Soviet 
giveaways in the Third World. 

Even the Germans deserve some 
credit, for they developed the assault 
rifle doctrine that gave rise to the AK-47 
by combining a selective fire rifle and 
their 7.92mm Kurz intermediate size 
cartridge during World War II. They had 
planned to use them to replace their 
rifles, submachine guns, and light 
machine guns, but Hitler’s procrastina¬ 
tion and the war’s strain on their industry 
prevented their MP43/44 assault rifles 
from ever superseding them. 

Since most of the thousands that were 
produced went to the Eastern Front, it is 
not surprising that, of the Allies, the 
Soviet Union was most impressed by 
them and was the first nation to totally 
equip its armies with assault rifles. This 
fact, however, is misleading, for the 
AK-47 was originally designed as a sub¬ 
machine gun to replace their PPSh41s 
and PPS43s. 

As early as World War I, the Russians 
experimented with selective fire rifles, 
but it was not until World War II, when 
they faced the German 7.92mm Kurz 
MP43/44s that they decided to develop a 
similar intermediate size cartridge and 
the small arms to use it. 

Originally, the Soviets opted for a 
semi-automatic rifle, submachine gun, 
and light machine gun firing their new 
M1943 7.62X39mm cartridge. By 1945, 
the first of the new squad level weapons, 
the Simonov (SKS) carbine, had been 
developed and began to replace the nu- 



Daniel Roxo, one of greatest white hunters in 
Mozambique and legendary terrorist hunter, 
holds AK and SKS. East German AKM on left 
has plastic stock rather than wood. SKS on 
right is also chambered for M‘1939 7.62 car¬ 
tridge. No longer in front line Soviet use, it is 
seen throughout Third World countries, is as 
reliable as AK series. Roxo was KIA In land¬ 
mine explosion in Angola In fall of 1976. 


merous bolt action Mosin Nagant rifles 
then in service. 

In 1949, the selective fire Avtomat 
Kalashnikov-47, in both folding and 
fixed stock versions, arrived and began 
to supplant their submachine guns and 
complement the SKSs and the newly 


Mrs. Jeff Cooper tries her hand with AK-47 il¬ 
legally imported into Rhodesia. Weapon was 
loaned to the Coopers by Rhodesian Ministry 
of Justice. 



developed RPD light machine guns. 
Obviously, the Soviets had not grasped 
the full significance and advantages of 
the revolutionary German assault rifle 
doctrine for, although their new squad 
weapons fired a common intermediate 
size round, there were still three dis¬ 
tinct designs involved instead of one 
common to all their troops. 

Designed by a former Red Army NCO, 
Mikhail T. Kalashnikov, the AK-47 is 
a gas-operated, selective fire rifle with 
a 30-round magazine. It soon proved to 
be a better weapon than the SKS, for it 
was more reliable, carried 20 more 
rounds, and was capable of full auto¬ 
matic fire. Since it was the same caliber 
as the SKS and had a barrel only four 
inches shorter, it also had about the same 
effectiveness under tactical conditions. 
By the early ’50s, it had begun to re¬ 
place the SKS in line units and had a con¬ 
ventional bayonet added. The Soviets 
were now beginning to understand the 
difference between a submachine gun and 
an assault rifle. 

Kalashnikov continued to work on the 
AK-47 and in 1959 an improved version, 
the AKM, was introduced. Its main ad¬ 
vantages were reduced weight (1.7 lbs), 
and improved stock-to-receiver angle 
for better control, a flange-Uke muzzle 
compensator on later specimens, a rate 
reducer, and a stamped, riveted receiver 
to replace the more expensive milled ones 
found on the AK-47. 

The easiest way to distinguish any 
conventionally stocked AKM from the 
earlier AK-47 is by noting if the stock 
is straight back from the receiver as on 
an M16A1, or dropped at an obvious 
angle. On folding stock specimens, 
identification is a little more difficult, 
for you must look for a ribbed receiver 
cover, and small rectangular magazine 
guide indentations (above the magazine 
well) on the receiver. These distinguish¬ 
ing characteristics, among others, hold 
true for AK-47s and AKMs produced by 
any Warsaw Pact country. 

The Soviets also changed the AK bayo¬ 
net from an eight-inch conventional one 
to a knife bayonet with a slotted six-inch 
blade for the AKM. The latter, when its 
slot is fitted to a lug on its insulated metal 
sheath, makes a serviceable wire cutter. 
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Female MPLA troopers in Angola carry AKMs recognizable by beaver-tail configuration of fore< 
end. Right-front and left-rear troops hold East German AKs. 


The two bayonets are not interchange¬ 
able. 

Since the adoption of the AK-47 wea¬ 
pons system, the Soviets have expanded 
it to include the RPK light machine gun 
to replace the RPD at the squad level, 
the PK (bipod mount) / PKS (tripod 
mount) general purpose machine gun for 
the company and battalion level, and the 
PKT and PKB for tanks and armored 
personnel carriers respectively. While 
the RPK is essentially an AKM with a 
longer barrel, bipod mount, modified 
shoulder stock and enlarged magazine 
capacities, the PKs fire the full size 
7.62 X 54mm (rimmed) Mosin Nagentrifle 
cartridge, are belt fed, have quick change 
barrels, and are the result of extensive re¬ 
designing of the AK-47. A modification of 
the PK, the PKM, is now being produced. 
It can be distinguished from the earlier 
version by its nonfluted barrel, increased 
use of stampings, hinged shoulder sup¬ 
port on the butt and slightly reduced 
weight. 

Several members of the Warsaw Pact 
are making copies of one or more of these 
machine guns as well as the AKM. 
North Korea can be included in this group 
as can (North) Vietnam. Oddly enough, 
although the latter imports its AKs, it 
manufactures a version of the RPK. 

At least 11 countries manufacture some 
form of the AK-47, and many more issue 
them, making it the most common of 
all assault rifles now in use. While some 
experts point out that the Soviet Ml943 
cartridge is not a particularly well de¬ 
signed combat round and that the AK 
has some design flaws, it fulfills the two 
prerequisites of any infantry rifle: it is 
reliable and it kills. The latest Soviet AK 
innovation, currently under development, 
appears to be a 5mm plus AKM using a 
90-round magazine. It is difficult to be 
specific, however, because information is 
very sketchy and hard to come by. Ka¬ 
lashnikov has been awarded the title 
“Hero of Socialist Labor,“ several prizes, 
and is a member of the Supreme Soviet. 


The AK-47 was obviously his ticket into 
the inner circle of Soviet society. 

As mentioned above, many countries 
produce copies of the AK-47 or AKM. 
Some differ in minor details externally, 
internally, or not at all. One would have 
to examine the selector markings and 
whatever else is stamped on the weapon 
to discover its origin. Others, however, 
show by their distinctive appearance, 
that the manufacturers had their own 
ideas on how an assault rifle should be 
designed and, within the limits of their 
respective political, military, and techni¬ 
cal considerations, expressed them¬ 
selves. 

Until the Red Chinese attached a per¬ 
manently mounted, folding, cruciform 
bayonet under the muzzle of their Type 
56, it was identical to the Soviet AK-47. 
Unlike most of the other countries which 
produce the AK, however, they devel¬ 
oped a native-designed rifle, the Type 68, 
instead of later adopting the AKM. In 
appearance, it is similar to the SKS but is 


a selective fire rifle with a barrel four 
inches longer than an AK’s and a normal 
magazine capacity of 15 rounds. If its bolt 
stop is removed, however, a 30-round AK 
magazine can be used in its place. 

The North Koreans have also copied the 
AK-47 (Type 58) and the AKM (Type 
68) but eliminated the latter’s rate re¬ 
ducer. They also don’t seem to care 
much about exterior finish on then- 
weapons. An unusual feature on their 
folding stock AKs are the large perfora¬ 
tions in the struts. These lighten them, to 
the detriment of the shooter’s accuracy 
and shoulder, more than is usual on AK 
folders. The North Koreans also retained 
the AK-47 style fore-end grip on their 
Type 68 instead of copying the beavertail 
fore-end bulges found on the Soviet AKM 
and most others. 

Poland and Bulgaria both have AK-47s 
and AKMs that are close copies of the 
Soviet weapons; unlike other non-Soviet 
AKMs, the Polish versions do have the 
flange compensator. The AK-47s and 
AKMs made in Poland are called the 
kbkAK and kbkAKM; the Bulgarians 
use the Soviet designations. At one time 
Poland manufactured AK-47s for Bul¬ 
garia. 

The Poles went their own way in the 
development of the kbkAK-DGN, an 
AK-47 that can launch rifle grenades. 
Tactically, it is to be used as the U.S. 
Army uses the M-79 grenade launcher 
or its successor the M16A1/M203, i.e., 
by grenadiers within the infantry squad. 
Its modifications include a removable 
launcher, special sights, a 10-shot maga¬ 
zine for ballistic (grenade-launching) 
cartridges, a gas cutoff switch on the gas 
cylinder, and a detachable recoil boot for 
the buttstock. 

Of the countries that have adopted the 
AK-47 weapon system, only Poland, 
Yugoslavia, and Israel have AKs that 
launch rifle grenades. All others use 
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GENERAL AK CHARACTERISTICS 

Caliber:..»7.62minx 39 Soviet Ml943 
Operation:^^. Gas, Selective Fire 


Overall Length: Fixed Stock:.. 34.3 iri. 

Folding^tock (closed):. ____ ^ ’ - r, ,25.4 in. 

Barrel Length:...1(6.3 in. 

Weight (loaded) AK-47:. ^, io.6 lbs, 

AKM:*.,,.....i‘......S.9Ibs. 

Magazine Capacity:........ 30 fd., Detachable Box 

Effective Range: _ .......400m. 

Cyclic Rate:.... ,..., .... 600 RPM 

Selector Positions:________ ^. >.. . Top: Safe 

Middle: Autp. 
Bottom: Semi-automatic 


Photos at left from top to bottom: (A) Israeli 
5.56mm Galil Rifle as issued to troops in 1973. 
Resembles Finnish Model 62, but inside is very 
much the same as Soviet AK‘47. This weapon 
replaces the .308 NATO F.A.L. (B) Hungarian 7.62 
AMD Assault Rifle. Modified AKM, this weapon 
is only 23.5 inches long with stock folded. Miiz* 
zie blast is excessive. (C) Hungarian AKM has 
plastic stock and fore-end. Note back of hand 
guard on top of gas cylinder. (D) Soviet AK-47. 
Note milled receiver and slender fore-arm. This 
weapon replaced PPsh and PPS in Russian 
T.O.E. (E) RPK light M.G., equipped with 75-rd. 
drum magazine. It also can use 40-rd. box 
magazine as well as the 30-rd. magazine of AK 
series. RPKS is same gun but stock can be fold¬ 
ed to the left. (F) AKM Is the new AK series. New 
features Include 1) stamped receiver, 2) rate 
reducer on trigger mechanism, 3) beaver tail con¬ 
figuration on fore-end, 4) rear-sight leaf is 
graduated to 1000 meters instead of 800 meters. 


mortars and RPG-2 or RPG-7 rocket 
launchers to fill this requirement. 

Although Communist Yugoslavia is not 
a member of the Warsaw Pact, it has 
adopted the AK-47 as the basis of its 
‘Taz*’ family of small arms. It includes 
AKs capable of launching rifle grenades 
and two light machine guns. 

Originally, they produced the M64 
which has a 19.7-inch barrel, 3.4 inches 
longer than the usual AK which took a 
20-round magazine. Soon the M64A 
appeared which is an M64 with a stand¬ 
ard AK barrel length of 16.3 inches and 
using a 30-round magazine. 

Both weapons and the M64B, a fold¬ 
ing stock version, can be fitted with either 
a grenade launcher or a conventional 
compensator at the muzzle and have a 
permanently attached launching sight 
which acts as a gas cutoff when raised 
from its position at the front of the gas 
cylinder. Since every Yugoslav AK is 
fitted with the special sight and can have 
a launcher screwed on the muzzle, it 
is obvious that they decided to give each 
infantry man the grenade-launching 
capability instead of following the 
American and Polish example. 

Unlike other AKs, the ‘Taz’’ weapons 
have a bolt stop which means that their 
magazines are not interchangeable with 
those of other countries. When first 







































INTERNATIONAL NOMENCLATURE of AK-47 and ITS VARIATIONS 



SELECTOR 

MARKINGS 



PRODUCER 

AUTO 

SEMi-AUTO 

NATIVE NAMES 

REMARKS 

Soviet Union* 

AB 

OA 

AK-47, AKM and AKMS 


Bulgaria* 

AB 

EA 

AK-47 and AKM 


Poland* 

C 

D 

DMK, PMK-DGN,KbK AK 


E. Germany* 

D 

E 

MPK, MPiKmS 

Rifles do not have cleaning 
rods, MPiKM and MPiKMS 
have cleaning rods. 

Romania* 

FA 

FF 


Has at top for safe i5osi- 

tion. 

Communist China 




Early Production 

Communist China 

L 

D 

Type 56 and 56-1 

Assault Rifle 

Hungary* 

Finland 

1 


M60 and'M62 

RYNNAKOKIVAARI — ap¬ 
plies to M60 and M62 

North Korea 



Types 58 and 68 

Assault Rifle 

Yugoslavia 

R 

J 

M64 series 

Has U at top for safe position 

Czechoslovakia 

30 

1 

M58 

Assault Rifle 

Red China 

L 

D 

Type 56 



♦Warsaw pact member. Czechoslovakia is the bnly Pact member hot to adopt the Soviet AK, preferring thdr native disigned 7.62 M1943 Vz 
Assault Rifle. 

Note: Most AK producers make a folding kock AK^7 or AKM. The nomenclature distinction is usually the addition of a letter or 
number to the fixed stock versioa^s title. 


produced, they had knurled grips, but 
later versions have grips that are ident¬ 
ical to those of the Soviets. A nomencla¬ 
ture revision a few years ago changed the 
M64A to the M70 and the. M64B folder 
to the M70A; there were, however, no 
physical alterations of the weapons. 

As mentioned above, .the Yugoslav 
“Faz** family includes two light machine 
guns, the M65A and M65B. Both are 
based on the AK-47 and are not copies of 
the Soviet RPK. They are essentially the 
M64A/M70 with 20-inch barrels, (finned 
and quick change on the M65B), fitted 
with bipods and conical flash hiders. Both 
use the Yugoslav 30-round magazine 
exclusively. 

The Israelis have become the first pro- 
West nation to adopt the AK. Unlike 
other non-Soviet modification, theirs can 
be considered a significant improvement 
of the AK-47. For obvious reasons, it is in 
the U.S. 5.56mm caliber, the only combat 
AK not using the Soviet Ml943 cartridge. 

The Gain, as it is called, has, as other 
modifications, an improved selector 
switch located on the left side of the hand 
grip instead of the usual right side of the 
receiver, a knobbed operating handle, a 
carrying handle, a folding metal stock as 
standard issue, and a bipod that can serve 
as a wire cutter. 

Its sights are located on the gas cylinder 
and receiver cover instead of at the muzzle 
and just forward of the breech, as found 
on other AKs, with the exception of the 
Finnish version discussed below. The Galil 
can also mount a sniper scope, something 
that no other AK is designed for. 

Every rifle also has a grenade-launching 
capability by using its flash suppressor as 
the launcher, its gas cutoff (located below 
the front sight), and ballistic cartridges. 
There are, however, no special sights for 
launching accuracy. As with Yugoslavs, 
every soldier can be a grenadier. 

The Galil is usually found with an 
18-inch barrel. In this configuration it is 
called an ARM (Assault Rifle-Light 
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grenade launcher 


GAS VALVE 


POLISH AK-47 


SPECIAL SHORT MAGAZINE 



























7.62 PKM is latest of PK/PKS series with quick change barrel. Mechanism is basically an “upside- (Soviet) boasts capacious 40-round 

down” AK'47. P.K. stands for “Pulomet Kalishnikov” — machinegun Kalishnikov. magazine. 


Machine Gun) indicating the two roles it 
was designed for. There is also a SAR 
(Short Assault Rifle) version being pro¬ 
duced with a 13-inch barrel and a vertical 
foregrip, but lacking the ARM-carrying 
handle and bipod. 

Three magazines are made for the Galil 
assault rifle: 35-round capacity, 50-round 
capacity for use in the ARM as a light 
machine gun, and finally a 12-round 
magazine for ballistic cartridges. All have 
the usual curved shape common to AK 
magazines. 

When Finland adopted their next-door 
neighbor’s AK-47 they modified it to suit 
their northern climate. Their M60 has a 
permanent winter-style trigger guard, i.e. 
open for use with heavy gloves, a very 
distinctive tubular metal stock and hand 
grip, and a perforated plastic fore-end. 
There is no wood on the weapon. It also 
has an unusual flash suppressor/bayonet 
mount and sights located as on the Israeli 
Galil. 

The M60’s successor, the M62, has a 
stamped-steel receiver similar to an AKM, 
a conventional trigger guard and slightly 
modified buttstock and fore-end. It is, 
however, still an AK-47 and not an AKM. 
This rifle is imported into the U.S. in 
semi-automatic form as the M62-S and 
M71-S in 7.62mm, Ml943 and 5.56mm 
calibers respectively. A conventional butt¬ 
stock is available as an option. 


The East German AK-47, the MPiK, 
differs from the Soviet version by omis¬ 
sion of the ci eaning rod under the barrel 
and the related equipment from inside the 
buttstock. When the MPiKM, their AKM, 
appeared, that distinction vanished, but 
dark-brown, studded plastic stocks 
became common. 

By far, the most interesting East Ger¬ 
man innovation has been a .22 caliber rim- 
fire (5.6mm x 16mm) AK training rifle, 
the KKMPi-69. Issued to their soldiers 
during basic training, it is designed to 
resemble the MPiKM in every possible 
way. Since it is blowback operated, the 
KKMPi-69 does not have a gas cylinder 
above the barrel. This, and the small bore 
diameter, aid in distinguishing this sub¬ 
caliber AKM from the combat version. 

The existence of this rifle has un¬ 
doubtedly been the source of the inac¬ 
curate rumor among American troops in 
West Germany that the East Germans 
were equipped with 5.56mm AKs as lethal 
as the M16A1. 

The AK-47S of both Romania and 
Hungary are close copies of the Soviet 
model and carry the same nomenclature, 
as do their AKMs. The latter, however, 
differ sharply, for they have opted for ver¬ 
tical foregrips similar to those ^ound on 
the Israeli SAR. 

Romania’s AKM is conventional in ap¬ 
pearance with the exception of its fore¬ 


end which has a grip extension below it. 
The Hungarians, on the other hand, have 
done away with wood entirely on their 
AKM, preferring a light blue or dark 
green buttstock, ventilated metal fore-end 
and a vertical grip made of the same 
material as the stock. They also prefer to 
leave the fluted gas cylinder above the 
barrel completely exposed, as do the 
Israelis and Finns, while all others cover 
most of it with a hand guard. 

Hungary has also adopted a shortened, 
folding-stock AKM called the AMD. The 
barrel has been reduced from the usual 
16.3 inches to 12.6 inches and has a large 
muzzle compensator. Unlike most other 
folders, this AK uses a single strut for sup¬ 
port. Overall length with the stock closed 
is a compact 23.5 inches, about the same 
as the Israeli SAR. These are the only 
short barreled AKs produced and both 
countries consider them sub-machine 
guns. 

The success of the AK-47 assault rifle 
has been due to a chain of accidental cir¬ 
cumstances: prior German small arms 
development, Un excellent sub-machine 
gun designed by an qbscure army NCO, 
the lesser reliability of the SKS, and the 
USSR’s postwar position in the world. If 
any link in this chain had failed to 
materialize it could have been, at best, 
just another sub-machine gun. But fate 
worked in its favor and the 


Rare photo of AK with silencer. 
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Captured and recaptured in warlorn Africa, this 
AK’s origin is unknown. 


Canadian journalist Lubor Zink examines communist-made arms captured from terrorists who in¬ 
filtrated into Rhodesia’s Zambesi Valley. Zink holds AKM, BSAP officer holds RPG 7 rocket laun¬ 
cher. SKS rifle is at bottom and RPD squad machine gun rests on bipod. Photo courtesy Rhode¬ 
sian Ministry of Information. 


AK-47/AKM*s present dominance in the 
military world cannot be disputed. 

It is obvious that the countries dis¬ 
cussed above have generally considered 
the AK mechanism inviolate, preferring to 
stay with its proven design rather than to 
indulge in expensive tinkering or the 
development of a native alternativei And 
it is a proven design, for wherever there 
has been Communist-inspired violence in 
the last 12 years the AK-47 has been there. 
It is reliable and it kills ... and it’s easy to 
get. 

It is quite probable that the AK design 
will be in use until cased ammuntion 
becomes obsolete. This is not to say, 
however, that it will always use the Soviet 
MI943 cartridge, for its flexibility in this 
respect has already been proven by the 
East Germans, Israelis, and the Soviets. 
The latter’s research continues, and any 
day now the result may be seen in the 
hands of some paratrooper goose¬ 
stepping through Red Square. 


1 ^ 


East German 7.62mm LMG, PKypKS. Note simitar inverted gas system used on PKM. 
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Leathaneclss Used Secet Wfeapcn In Vetncon 

Spygkiss Alpha 

kYlVbrkTigh 



A Tacticdl Air Strike (TAS) called In on “Morgie’s Woods” In “Northern Arizona Territory.” Ord¬ 
nances dropped consisted of two napalm canisters and four 250 lb. bombs. 


Waiting patiently for late afternoon 
shadows to deepen into early evening, the 
NVA sapper team silently went over their 
equipment and began mental and psy¬ 
chological preparations for this long- 
awaited mission. 

As the vanguard element of a carefully- 
orchestrated attack on the Thuong Due 
Special forces Camp some 50 miles south¬ 
west of Danang, their objective was to 
move slowly under cover of darkness and 
penetrate the outer and inner perimeters 
of the camp, locate and destroy major 
weapons emplacements, and provide a 
breach in the camp’s defenses long 
enough for special raiding elements of the 
main attack force to locate and seize cryp¬ 
tography gear, current code books, and 
sophisticated electronic instruments main¬ 
tained jointly by Special Forces S-2 and 
USMC Sierra Relay team. 

When dusk finally arrived, the sapper 
team began their five-klick hike down the 
narrow trail through mountain jungle 
canopy 70 feet tall in places. With a good 
pace in the cool, moonless evening, they 
would reach their infiltration point within 
several hours. The exact moment of the 
attack was contingent only on their 
priorities: once they had breached and 
cleared the concertina, smelling their way 
through previously cut and refastened 


barb wire, using as guide points small piles 
of human excrement left behind by earlier 
forays, any explosions, weapons fire, or 
alarm would herald a deluge of 122mm 
rocket, mortar, and small arms fire, dur¬ 


ing and after which the raiding team 
would assault the created breach. 

Approaching an open area on the defil¬ 
ade side of a ridgeline, the leader motion¬ 
ed his point man out ahead; wary, but cer¬ 
tain his movements had been thus far 
unobserved, he beckoned the rest of the 
team to move quickly across the clearing 
— that was his last conscious act on earth. 
The sapper team had unwittingly moved 
directly into the crosshairs of a 7.5 power 
Starlight Scope — 10-20 power ship’s 
binoculars — and the then-secret laser- 
beam ranging finder of an Integrated 
Observation Device recon team some 4000 
meters away on Hill 250. The recon team 
had located probable infiltration routes 
on previous inserts into the area, and had 
precleared and pinpointed designated 
target zones for long range eight-inch 
howitzer and 175mm gun batteries on 
Hills 55 and 65. 

As the NVA team approached the tar¬ 
get site, walking single file on a steeply 
sloped ridgeback, the lOD forward ob¬ 
server radioed fire for effect in a coor¬ 
dinated time-on-target fire mission which 
rained steel shards and blasted rock first 
on the target site itself, then at points 300 
meters above and below the site, mopping 
up any escaping survivors of the initial 
rounds out. 
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The ensuing pyrotechnics signaled the 
onset of the rocket, mortar, and small 
arms barrage on Thuong Due, which had 
been alerted for the attack and was quietly 
expecting the first of the human wave 
rushes. As the mortars and rockets were 
unleashed, NVA launching emplacements 
were pinpointed with the Starlight Scope, 
and the fire for effect merely shifted 
around the foothills of the Song Vu Gia 
river valley for the rest of the night. By 
this time, however, the Special Forces 
people wanted blood, so they sent out 
their own verification patrols before first 
light, although the camp itself took 
sporadic mortar and rocket fire for the 
next three days. 

This particular incident took place in 
February 1970 and was the first in a series 
of major debacles to befall the NVA at the 
hands of the lOD recon teams. As a for- 
ivard observer for artillery and naval gun¬ 
fire attached to the Spyglass Alpha and 
later, Bravo teams, I witnessed firsthand 
the single most effective tool/system ap¬ 
proach to recon fire missions yet devel¬ 
oped. Simply put, we could spot, fix, and 
fire accurately anywhere within an effec¬ 
tive range up to 8000 meters and they 
could not see us — more than just a slight 
tactical advantage. 

In its first month of operation, the lOD 
concept accounted for more than 60 per¬ 
cent of all kills for certain gun batteries in 



Rear view of lOD Spyglass Alpha. Front view of 10D Spyglass Alpha, located on Hill 65. 



the 11th Marines Artillery Regiment, and 
increased confirmed KIAs more than 300 
percent for the same batteries. The device 
itself was deceptively simple in plan, but 
utilized state-of-the-art electronics, op¬ 
tics, and laser research to combine for an 
effectively matched and suited extreme- 
long-range-target-fixation package. 

Originally brought into the Vietnau. 
war by the MACV SOG and the Army, six 
lOD units with respective primary and 
reserve recon teams were set up from 
southern IX Corps to Gio Linh up in the 
DMZ. The USMC in I Corps had two in¬ 
itially in the fall of 1969, and then brought 
in others as their usefulness became fact. 
The lOD Recon teams were composed of 
an OIC, usually a 1st or 2nd lieutenant, 
two radiomen, two to three forward 
observers, one air liaison man, and a 
weapons/demolitions expert. The two 
original USMC teams were assembled in 
August and September 1969 from veteran 
field and Recon volunteers, and received 
instruction for roughly one month in the 
care, operation, and transportation of the 
devices before going out. The teams were 
assigned AOs in areas frequented by in¬ 
serts from 1st Recon Battalion out of 
Danang, and set up both permanent and 
mobile positions as dictated by ongoing 
tactical considerations. Normal opera¬ 
tions consisted of a radioman and one FO 
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An eight-inch self-propelled howitzer, nicknam¬ 
ed “The Preacher,” that belched forth honest-to- 
God hellfire and brimstone sermons from Hill 65 . 

manning the lOD, with a small insert team 
to establish possible targets and verify 
results after a fire mission completed 
rounds out. 

The fact that all members of the team 
were veteran FOs and recon-trained pro¬ 
vided the mobility and flexibility with 
which the teams augmented and comple¬ 
mented the incredible combined capabili¬ 
ties of the instruments. Frequently, teams 
would be inserted onto ridgelines, peaks, 
OP’S — wherever they could fully utilize 
the equipment — and would function for 
as long as the mission required or until the 
position was compromised, necessitating 
air cover and extraction, which was 
always on call during an insertion, due to 
the extreme secrecy and development 
costs of the prototype equipment. 

The device consisted of a heavy, transit- 
style tripod equipped with threaded self- 
levelers at each leg and on the instrument 
base plate, upon which was mounted a 
special 7.5-power large field, non-bloom¬ 
ing Starlight Scope with adjustable back¬ 


100 Team Spyglass Alpha on Hill 510, Quan 
Thuong Due, pop smoke for chopper. 


ground illumination and focusing eye¬ 
pieces, a 10-20 power variable adjusting 
pair of ship’s binoculars with inscribed 
reticles, and the laser range finder, which 
when boresighted on an object already 
focused on by the binos, emitted a single 
red ruby laser pulse beam which struck the 


specific target. Bouncing off the object 
back along its own optical path, the beam 
engaged a computer timing device which 
provided a digital readout in meters of the 
range to the target, based on the absolute 
speed of light, the pulse beam’s travel 
time out and back, and the relative 
strength of the returning beam to dis¬ 


criminate against accidental range read¬ 
ings from incidental reflections. 

As could be expected, during the shake- 
down trials interesting results and side ef¬ 
fects, which could not be anticipated and 
v^hich provided a variety of diversions as 
well as anecdotesi were discovered. There 
inevitably came periods of initial Skep¬ 
ticism, total disbelief, and then grudging 
acceptance by the higher-ups who had 
heard of the device and had to see for 
themselves that its claims and kill rates 
were not exaggerated. Inevitably, adso, 
came the period when the teams and the 
devices were “shown off” and became 
popular curiosities on thef “must-see” lists 
of visiting brass, officials, and dignitaries. 

During the second month of existence 
for recon team Spyglass Alpha, a certain 
unnamed general visited a more or less 
secure site and was unconvinced of the 
gadget’s worth, since no obliging targets 
could be produced for his visit. The FO on 
duty spotted a water tank atop a hill at 
FSB Bronco, some 15 miles away. He 
sighted the crosshairs on the center of the 


Bunker and tower in which lOD Spyglass Alpha 
was located on Hill 65. 


tank, and got back the readout in meters 
to the center of the cylindrical tank’s side. 
Then adjusting the crosshairs farther 
around the tank’s side, he obtained a 
reading in meters of a 1.5 meter difference 
due to the curved side’s greater distance 
from our position. The General nodded 
silent acknowledgementi then later asked 
where he could get one, and how soon 
could he have it. ... 

At some of the more secure fixed posi¬ 
tions, base chair-borne commandos 
would monitor pur fire missions, and at 
the first hint of a large scale, time-on- 
target mission. Would pull out the lawn 
chairs and iced beverages in order to more 
comfortably review the ensuing melee by 
remote control. 

Another high-ranking officer was scan¬ 
ning a sector of the “Charlie Ridge”/Dai 
Loc mountains, and found himself look¬ 
ing lens to lens at an NVA binocular man 
situated on a peak. Each man looked 
again, then hesitantly, waved to make sure 
the other was really there — arid then the 
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light which was quite discernible at night 
at any point on its path. When a beam 
“splashed” off a target at night, it created 
a split-second burst of red light, as if a 
noiseless explosion had occurred. More 
than a few drowsy sentries on guard duty 
were brought quickly back to alertness by 

“_some weird red burst of light-” 

As with any other new advantage, the 
effectiveness of the fixed position lODs 
was somewhat compromised as local Viet¬ 
namese began to notice a correlation be¬ 
tween the growing local VC body counts 
and the installation of this top-secret gear 
atop some of the OPs on the larger hills. 
For the most part, however, the lOD 


FO dropped 12 rounds of HE air burst on 
the hapless NVA observer. 

The lOD was utilized to provide and 
direct air cover for compromised recon 
teams, emergency extractions when neces¬ 
sary, and provide security for units from 
small insert-team size to company and 
regimental operations, observe friendly 
positions and movements, river crossings, 
and emplacements. 

A frequent practice was the “mooning” 
of any aerial traffic by certain recon OPs 
in Dai Loc Province. Entire hilltop OPs 
would come running to the sound of 
choppers or spotter craft, and “drop 
trou” to the consternation and disbelief 
of many an aviator. One afternoon, an 
Army colonel who had previously been 
mooned came to one lOD site and re¬ 
quested to observe some targets of his 
own choice. The team on duty gave him 
permission and stood by as he proceeded 
to take photographs through the lenses of 
the ship’s binos. He then thanked the 
team graciously and left — three weeks 
later, a two-foot by three-foot blown-up 
photo poster was forwarded to the 1st 
Recon HQ, clearly revealing a bumper 
crop of “moons” beaming up at the 
Army colonel’s air forward observer, who 
had buzzed the site twice at exactly 1600 
hours, as per request from his XO. It was 
later generally understood that each man 
was cordially invited to autograph his par¬ 
ticular contribution to the photograph — 
by the Recon CO himself. 

When the laser range finder was ac¬ 
tivated, it emitted a pulse of visible red 


Personnel of the 3rd Bn, 5th Marines “directing 
Alpha. Note “chalrborne commando” Colonel w 


a Time On Target fire mission called in by tOD 
Ih paper and cigar “supervising” the mission. 


Marine 1st Recon personnel relax while awaiting insertion chopper. 


Recon teams developed constantly chang¬ 
ing tactics which consistently resulted in 
greatly increased confirmed KIAs for the 
11th Marines Artillery Regiment. 

As with any other tactical equipment, 
this particular instrument was ideally 
suited for many instances, and poorly for 
a few others. The training and aggres¬ 
siveness of the teams mattered consider¬ 
ably, in that after the initial thrill of a new 
mega-buck play pretty wore off, in¬ 
evitably, the number of fire missions, and 
subsequently, KIAs, dropped off and/or 
became ethereal in nature and substance, 
even though the “confirmed” KIAs were 
still, in some instances, maintaining their 
high numbers. 

In all fairness, however, this sort of 
problem only occurred occasionally, and 
was in large part due to the rapid growth 
and gradual decline in esprit de corps of 
the lOD program: When commanders 
finally realized the potential of the con¬ 
cept, each and every one had to have a 
team in his organization, and the sudden 
demand far exceeded the existing supply 
of competent, trained, and conscientious 
personnel available. 

As I write this, I am not sure as to the 
status of the lOD program, whether it still 
exists in latent form, or whether the con¬ 
cept is a viable part of USMC wartime re¬ 
serve specialties. All the information con¬ 
tained herein that applies specifically to 
the device has been released periodically 
to the press in varying forms, so that the 
writing of this article violates no known 
contractual agreements to which I have 
been party, a la Frank Snepp. 

In closing, it would seem that a pro¬ 
gram of this sort would work wonders if 
conducted within a rough brush/moun¬ 
tainous/veldt terrain situation towards a 
selective guerrilla eradication. If this sort 
of project were deemed useful to a friend¬ 
ly foreign power, the logistics and neces¬ 
sary personnel, would, I assume, be fairly 
easy to assimilate. 

M 
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Rhodesians Ifefine The CounterAmbush 


Afternoon Fiiefight 

by WJ’Pullin 


The hot searing Rhodesian sun beat 
down on the soldiers sitting alert and 
watchful on the back of the truck: Behind 
them they could see the swirling dust 
clouds of the other vehicles in the convoy 
as they too struggled along the ill-defined 
road. The heat was oppressive and the 
speed at which the vehicle moved made 
for no breeze at all. 

A thin film of dust had settled over 
everything, including the men’s weapons. 
Although dust would not affect the wea¬ 
pons’ operation, men still rubbed or blew 
on them. An inherent reaction to good 
training. 

“This is your wife, your girlfriend, your 
right arm”: the instructors had gone to 
great pains to ensure that they never for¬ 
got. They had not. 

The road twisted like a serpent down 
the steep escarpment, treacherous with its 
loose rocks and sand. One mistake by the 
driver and the vehicle would plummet 
over the edge. Big boulders and starkly 
gaunt trees lined the roadside with vast 
patches of black where bushfires had done 
their work. There was no sign of habita¬ 
tion in this area; even the game had left. 
Much further on, near the great river, 
huts would be found. Water was too 
scarce to support life up here; only those 


who could carry water would survive. The 
rains were still far off, a blessing and a 
curse. When all was dry, tracks were easily 
found, but the days were intolerably hot. 
When it rained, tracks were easily lost, 
but the days were cool. 

The men all dressed in bush hats, light 
camouflage shorts and shirts, with either 
sandshoes or boots. They sat with feet 
braced against the steel sides of the ve¬ 
hicle, strapped onto the hard benches, 
swaying and jolting along with the whim 
of the road. The man on the mounted 
machine gun was cursing though; he had 
to stand behind the gun, swaying pre¬ 
cariously from side to side. 

The vehicle grunted through the gears. 
Sometimes the brakes became so hot that 
they slipped badly, and the driver had to 
change into first gear. 

Packs and other equipment lay at the 
soldiers’ feet. The essentials, ammunition 
pouches and two-way radios, they wore. 
Ambushes were a reality; the soldiers were 
not to be caught unprepared. Many would 
have preferred to walk, feeling vulnerable 
and exposed on the high backs of the 
trucks. A good thing to feel this way; it 
made for extra alertness. If any man look¬ 
ed “switched off” the NCOs soon woke 


him up. A doze now could mean a life 
gone the next moment. 

There was no sound from the men, no 
talking and no smoking. Each was en¬ 
grossed in searching the bush as they 
drove. You had to look for the unlikely 
spots as much as the likely ones. 

The vehicle directly behind had caught 
up and was too close. The big, burly 
sergeant waved the driver back and the 
distance increased again. There was no 
sense in both vehicles being caught in the 
killing ground in the event of an ambush. 

The time was now 1700 hours, ambush 
time. The enemy knew that if they am¬ 
bushed at about this time, follow-up 
would be difficult due to the failing light. 
The troopers were uneasy and wondered 
when the convoy would halt. It was ob¬ 
vious that, due to the bad road and the 
lateness of the hour, their destination 
would not be reached by last light. The air 
had turned cold now and the sergeant 
reached for his combat jacket. As if on 
cue the men followed his actions, reaching 
for their own. 

There was a sudden shout from ahead, 
then a “shwoowh” and all hell let loose. 

“Dwah!” An earsplitting explosion 
rocked the vehicle as a rocket detonated 
behind the tailboard. 


Rhodesian troopers prepared for ambush. 
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Another version of the same type of situation. 


“Brrrrm, brrrrm.” Automatic fire 
erupted from the brush on the side of the 
road. 

“Dahdahdahda.” 

The soldiers’ automatics flamed, the 
vehicle accelerated to clear the killing 
ground, and a few soldiers threw gre¬ 
nades. The vehicle behind them had stop¬ 
ped, its occupants leaping off the back, 
rifles flaming. Denim-clad figures in fear 
and panic could now be seen, running for 
their lives. One by one they were knocked 
over as if struck by huge invisible fists. 

The first truck had now stopped as well, 
the men standing up, heedless of danger, 
seeking opportunity targets. The sergeant 
rallied his men and they drew around him 
at the side of the road. All facing out¬ 
wards, as low to the ground as possible. 
The machine-gunner had been killed; his 
was the most exposed and vulnerable spot 
on the vehicle. 

The sergeant detailed a trooper to fetch 
the MAG and mentally checked that all 
the others were there. Three “Gooks” lay 
dead in the road behind them, including 
the one who had fired the rocket; his 
launcher still lay next to him. 

The sergeant spoke over his radio, 
“Hullo, Herbert one, this is Keith three. 
Do you read me? Over.” 

The radio crackled in reply, “This is 
Herbert one. I read you fives. Can you 
move.to a stop position about 500 meters 
to your southeast? We have spotted an¬ 
other gang, about five or six strong, and 
are following them now. Lay ambush at 
the stream junction that you will find at 
that point. Over.” 

The big NCO looked at his map, nodd- 
'^d and replied, “Roger, put.” 


The men ran with their leader. Thorns 
and branches snagged their clothing. They 
paid no heed to this; tiine was now all im¬ 
portant. The other party, “Herbert one,” 
commanded by the captain, was obviously 
hoping to drive the terrorist gang towards 
the stream junction and they, as the am- 
bushers, jiiSt had to be there first. The 
soldier with the machine gun found it 
heavy going and one of the men relieved 
him of a few belts. An awkward weapon 
to carry but when the real thing started, 
there was nothing better to be behind. 

Captured terrorists, their eyes rolling 
with fear, had admitted, “When that gun 
starts to talk, we run as fast as possible.” 

The stop position was now in sight. The 
men fanned out, checking the surround¬ 
ings: all clear. The sergeant moved 
around, placing his six men in good fire 
positions, each with a wide arc of fire. 
The man facing the rear wasn’t pleased 
but knew the importance of his task. The 
seven soldiers lay quite still as dusk’s veil 
started to settle over the bush. They 
clutched their weapons, safeties off. 
Grenades lay close by. The machine gun 
was sited in the center; the gunner would 
initiate the action. A sweeping hail of 100 
rounds was always a good method; if it 
didn’t kill the enemy, they sure as hell 
became well demoralized. 

A noise up ahead. One of the men 
pointed to the right. He watched a little 
longer, then raised five fingers; he then 
reversed his thumb and gave the Roman 
death sign. This meant: five terrorists 
were approaching from the right. The 
trooper who had sighted them had eyes 
like a cat. The men lay tense, fingers curl¬ 
ed around triggers, taking in the slack. 
Discipline was now all important; if one 


man opened fire too soon the enemy 
would escape. Once more, good training 
prevailed. 

The terrorists could now be seen, mov¬ 
ing in haste, doubled over to present a 
smaller target. Unfortunately for them, 
they were too engrossed ill escaping from 
the pursuing demons. The machine gun 
opened up, barking out a staccato tune. 
The rifles followed suit, big lead bullets 
tearing the undergrowth ahd bodies alike. 

“Throw!” 

Dark shapes filled with death sailed 
towards the enemy. 

“Whaddiip!” The earth heaved and 
chunks of metal added to the symphony 
of death. 

All was quiet now; nothing moved. The 
men strained their eyes into the darkness: 
still nothing. The sergeant threw an il¬ 
luminating grenade; alj they saw was a 
huddle of bodies. A short command and 
the men moved forward, cautiously now, 
working in pairs. The nrian detailed to 
watch the rear still carried out his task 
with diligence. 

The bodies were checked; one still alive, 
good, give him treatment. The rest of the 
group were dead, their lives wasted by 
their own stupidity. After all this time 
hadn’t they realized that it was absolute 
folly to transgress this nation’s borders? 
The radio was switched on; the follow-up 
party would be anxious for news. They 
would have stopped on hearing the firing 
and taken up a defensive position. 

“Hullo Herbert one, this is Keith three. 
Contact, contact, contact.” 
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Anti-Sbdc Theft Face On A Rhodesian Ranch 

Vlgllcinte! 

Part TvvD-Conclustn 
tYRoQ^^LoBctrnes 


In autumn 1977, Roger L, Barnes v\;as 
hired as a security-force member on the 
760y000-acre Klipspringer Ranch in 
Rhodesia's Sabi River Valley near the 
Mozambique border. Their mission: to 
guard ranch stock from rustlers and to 
prevent terrorist infiltration from Mozam¬ 
bique. 

Barnes soon adapted to the daily 
routine which began with morning patrols 
covering 80 kilometers via Land Rover. 
When a team member found fresh spoor, 
Barnes, the native trackers, and the 
security-force team began their chase, 
directed by the manager from headquar¬ 
ters or from his own Land Rover in the 
field. 

The chase could be by vehicle or afoot. 
When lucky, members of the team could 
find an ambush site before the rustlers 
escaped. In the second part of his article, 
Barnes details chase techniques and some 
of the local problems which confronted 
his team. 



Actual incidents of terr contact were 
few. One reason for this was the constant 
police and army activity on the ranch. The 
Rhodesian African Rifles, one of the elite 
infantry units, spent two weeks camped 
across from headquarters and launched 
operations by helicopter and Dakota air¬ 
craft. In March 1978, Rhodesia decided to 
make everyone jump-qualified to further 
mobility and reaction time. The airborne 
school in Salisbury was cranked up and 
going full blast, and everyone, with the 
exception of Grey’s Scouts and selected 
clerical units, was ordered to participate. 
This included some of the police units so 
that when these units were on Klipspringer 
they could be airlifted into action on brief 
notice, and the problem of locating or the 
availability of paratroops was no longer a 
factor. In the beginning, the terrs were 
disconcerted to have what they thought 
were “leg” units in the area drop out of 
the sky on them. 

We were aware that terrorists stayed at 
the kraals (villages) on the ranch, and we 
paid many surprise visits during the day 
and early evenings to try to catch them or 
at least keep them off balance as to our 
whereabouts. Our reputation was well 
known, however, and the locals kept close 


Camouflaged F.N . was S.O.P. Found from In¬ 
terrogation of captured terrs that the first thing 
seen was dark blue F.N. rifles. Head scarves 
were better than hats because of dense stands 
of thorn bushes. 

Birchenough Bridge Is the largest suspension 
bridge in Southern Africa, and crosses the Sabi 
River, which rn turn borders Klipspringer. 



tabs on our movements. As a result, our 
only successes were during three- or four- 
day patrols and ambushes, and then we 
relied heavily on our trackers to help us in 
not disturbing the brush as we moved 
through an area. When an African is 
aware of his surroundings as he wanders, 
90 percent of the time he will know if 
someone is in his area. Not all of the bush 
operations were on foot, though; 125cc 
Honda scramblers were used on many 
stock theft chases. They could go just 
about anywhere and do it quicker than 
horses or Land Rovers. The main disad¬ 
vantage, though, was they could only 
carry one or two men, which meant if 
terrs were encountered it would be a very 
nasty affair indeed. Also, bikes were 
noisy, and the best they could do was 
follow hot spoor, because once the thieves 
heard their approach, they were long 
gone. 

Horses were used by the BSAP Support 
Unit to hunt terrs and could have been 
very effective, had the police known what 
they were doing. The average Rhodesian 
policeman is quite good at his job of 
directing traffic, investigating theft, 
murder, etc. The one thing he is definitely 
not good at is being a grunt. It’s not 
because they don’t try; God knows there 
are large numbers of them blundering 
about in the bush. They are simply not 
trained to be soldiers, and with the British 
Victorian mentality of fair play and the 
mindless bureaucratic habits typical of 
cops the world over, they are constantly 
tripping over each other and many of 
those who are trying to get on with the 
war. Some examples: 

Klipspringer, at 760,000 acres and bor¬ 
dered by one of the large Tribal Trust 
Lands on one side and Mozambique on 
the other, is hard to patrol effectively. 
Before I arrived, a “no-go” zone was 
designated several kilometers wide from 
the TTL border back through ranch prop¬ 
erty by the police and the natives clearly 
warned that anyone moving in this area 
would be shot. The main restrictions were 
that women could only be shot in the legs 
and of course children were to be chased 
and caught by hand. Shooting children is 
not my cup of tea and walking into a vil¬ 
lage after a firefight and seeing the 
children that had been caught in it bothers 
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Author puts new Rhodesian SMG, L.D.P., through Its paces on Klipspnnger shooting range. 


hell out of me; some of it is probably 
because I have one of my own and I 
realize that kids, in their innocence, can 
be led into anything without even realizing 
the consequences ■— witness Vietnam. 
Adult women, however, are a different 
story; they know exactly what they are do¬ 
ing and like every other war carry food, 
weapons, and ammo to the terrs. They 


Most police officers on the ranch were 
youngsters, and unfamiliar with bush tactics. 


also carry messages and intelligence be¬ 
tween units. 

The security people had been rather 
successful in the no-go just prior to my ar¬ 
rival and we zapped a few more during 
some of my patrols. We also killed or cap¬ 
tured a good number of cattle thieves and 
thefts were dropping from one a day to 
two a week. The police during this four- 


month period, with 60 men operating out 
of our headquarters on horses and in 
vehicles had a score of exactly zero. 
Needless to say, the police were not too 
happy with lis and when we finally zapped 
a woman at long range carrying a 
25-pound load on her back it was just 
what they needed to halt our operations 
other than pursuit of cattle thieves. There 


M1A1 with ART scope was not suited to dense bush of Klipspringer in spite of the chameleon to 
keep flies away. 
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Left: Photo series shows anti-stock theft 
force searching deserted village to look for 
fresh terr sign. Note effectiveness of Rhode¬ 
sian camouflage. .12 gauge Browning was 
used with 00 Buck ammo and favored by 
many. Author, left and center left, carries 
frag and Wllle Peter grenades on webbing. 
S.O.F. editor Brown carries MIA. Rhode¬ 
sians were greatly impressed with this 
weapon. Lower Left: Firearms practice was 
top priority. Here counter-ambush techni¬ 
ques are practiced from moving Land Rover. 
Right: Travellers in Rhodesia often must 
travel in convoy escorted by police with .30 
Browning machine guns mounted in light 
trucks such as this Daihatsu. Far right, upper 
middle: Veldt soil was very rich and head¬ 
quarter homes all had vegetable gardens. 
Banana and papaya trees in background. 
Right, upper middle: Game on Klipspringer 
were enjoyed and appreciated, and they were 
a primary food source. These Impala were 
cropped to feed Rhodesian African Rifles 
unit operating near headquarters. Everything 
was used, even hoofs. Far right, lower mid¬ 
dle: Voracious appetites of chameleons 
made them useful house pets. Right, lower 
middle: Members of anti-stock theft unit 
were allowed one zebra per year on ranch 
cropping permit. Rifle is debarreled Hus- 
qvuarna in .308 with 4 power Weaver scope. 
American fatigues were seldom worn as 
Rhodesians passed laws against all foreign 
cammo. Unique headgear on author’s tracker 
is toilet seat cover preferred by him for 
warmth as well as looks. Far right, bottom: 
Taking “10” with S.O.F.! Though unable to 
read English, trackers enjoyed photographs 
of other people and countries. Below: Editor 
Robert K. Brown’s visit to Klipspringer was 
celebrated with liberal amounts of Lion 
Lager, war stories and terrible jokes. Brown 
swears he killed the chicken because it drew 
an AK on him. We were unable to substan¬ 
tiate his claim as other chicken in group 
escaped, apparently with the AK. 















One of the top combat pistol shots in Rhodesia, Bob Miller, puts author and George Bek through his personally designed course. Barnes’ Colt 




was even some talk of prosecution, but 
since they had the no-go law staring them 
in the face they decided the only thing to 
do was simply to keep us out of the no-go 
altogether. 

On some of our wanderings in the 
southern portion of the ranch, we came 
within striking distance of Mozambique 
and it was very tempting to walk over and 
raise a little hell with the terrs. We made 
the mistake of mentioning this over tea 
one afternoon with the district commis¬ 
sioner and were promptly informed that if 
caught we would be charged with 1) il¬ 
legally crossing the border; 2) performing 
an act of war on another country; 3) 
smuggling weapons of war into another 
country; 4) smuggling weapons of war in¬ 
to Rhodesia on our return, and if we 
managed to injure or kill any terrs or 
anyone else we would be turned over to 
the government of Mozambique as soon 
as Rhodesia was done with us! 

^‘Besides,” the D.C. said. “It just isn’t 
done, old boy. There are certain niceties 
to be observed between belligerants.” 

There is a reward system in Rhodesia 
for weapons and terrs turned over to the 
government. The money is quite good and 
it is probably this system that sparked 
rumors of bounty hunting in Africa. A 
rumor is exactly what it was and lest some¬ 


one were to persist, neat little laws were 
passed to put such adventurous souls as 
fancied themselves bounty hunters in jail 
for awhile. More than a year after the 
event, the police were still interested in a 
couple of chaps who indulged in this prac¬ 
tice during a brief kay in-country. 

The BSAP also makes it difficult to col¬ 
lect rewards even when the claims are 
legitimate. We captured two terr recruits 
one day and the next we led the police to 
an arms cache composed of AK ammo, 
mines, and RPG launchers. For months 
we tried to collect several thousand dollars 
in reward money and were held off by all 
manner of excuses. Finally, when we got 
the claim to the DC in Salisbury, we were 
turned down because the weapons cache 
was found “due to police diligence!” 

We finally reached an uneasy truce with 
the police after the mounted support unit 
was pulled out. After that though, we had 
at least two European police officers and 
a half dozen African constables rotating 
duty every few weeks. This was fine ex¬ 
cept the two officers were never more than 
20 years old with little, if any, bush ex¬ 
perience and the Africans couldn’t shoot 
themselves in the ass if they sat on their 
rifle muzzles! The one and only terr con¬ 
tact these fellows had on the ranch was a 
good example. 


The anti-stock theft force had been call¬ 
ed out and were investigating an area 
several kilometers to the south of head¬ 
quarters. Parnell, some distance behind 
myself and Bob Miller, called on the CB 
to let us know he had contacted the police 
on the military radio and they were to 
meet us at an intersection about 40 meters 
from the headquarters security fence. Bob 
and I started retracing our route in the 
Land Rovers, along the way picking up 
Nacuto and Skip, who had been am¬ 
bushing a well-used path. 

The CB crackled again, “Roger, this is 
Owen. We have spoor for 20 or more terrs 
over your tire tracks, headed for head¬ 
quarters. Do you copy?” 

“Roger copied, E.T.A. your location in 
five minutes, out.” 

1 jammed the yehicle in gear and took 
off, making Skip the world’s first Land 
Rover jump qualified trooper as he did a 
near perfect PLF off the tailgate. 1 stop¬ 
ped and handed Bill a frag as Skip re¬ 
mounted. Once again we were off, and as 
we neared headquarters, Parnell radioed 
there was sounds of a firefight in the 
direction of the fence. When we finally ar¬ 
rived at our R.V. point for the police there 
wasn’t a sign of terrs or police anywhere, 
just spent shell casings and tracks in a 
direction away from the fence line. It 
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.45 was combat modified by Colorado State Patrolman Bill Bidwell, and never failed to function under some of the worst conditions in Africa. 


seems that as the police came to our 
meeting spot in their armored vehicle, the 
driver spotted terrs in his rear view mirror 
running across the road. With his shouted 
command the African constables com¬ 
menced firing at almost point-blank 
range. The terrs returned a ragged volley 
as they ran for the bushes. No one was hit 
on either side and as the terrs disappeared 
in one direction the police, without stop¬ 
ping to reload, split for the front gate. If 
the terrs had been as switched on as the 
VC, we would more than likely have been 
ambushed even though we sneaked into 
the area on foot. Luckily, they had as bad 
a fright as the cops. 

Lest I leave you with a bad impression 
of the BSAP, let me say that when they 
are not trying to fulfill a paramilitary role 
they are among the most efficient and re¬ 
spected peace officers in the world. Many 
of these officers have been accepted into 
the Hong Kong police department which 
takes very high law enforcement qualifica¬ 
tions indeed. 

Frustrations and hardships aside, my 
stay in Rhodesia was a rich experience. 
My wife joined me just before Christmas 
and during our trip to Victoria Falls our 
hotel came under mortar and 75mm recoi- 
less rifle fire for 30 minutes, giving her a 


rude welcome. Months later, we were 
jumped by 20 terrs while traveling in the 
ranch food lorry. Being under fire is a 
frightening experience even for combat 
veterans, and it brings out the best or 
worst in anyone. She never went anywhere 
without her Uzi submachine gun, even 
while in ranch headquarters, and on the 
two aforementioned occasions she acquit¬ 
ted herself bravely, and though shaken, 
kept a cool head. After being together six 
years, we came away from Rhodesia with 
a new dimension to our relationship, one 
that few couples find. 

One of the hardest frustrations to take 
in war is the loss of friends. Lt. Bruce 
Thompson, 2 Bn, Rhodesian African 
Rifles, was killed by hostile action while 
operating from Klipspringer Headquar¬ 
ters. There were people on the ranch much 
closer to Bruce but I got to know him 
rather well, as he spent every furlough 
relaxing and hunting with the security 
force. He was considered the top troop in 
his unit and had more terr kills than 
anyone in the battalion. Aggressive in the 
bush, he was polite and unassuming in 
company. Bruce, you’re a top trooper — 
so long, my friend. 

I learned a good bit about Africans too, 
in particular the Shonas I worked with. 
My trackers were hard to understand at 


first because their customs are so dif¬ 
ferent. They are good people, though, 
hard working, honest and intelligent 
enough not to fall for the nonsense the 
commies are feeding them. One of my 
favorite questions for them was what 
Africans thought of Andrew Young and 
others who wished to “free” them and 
identified themselves with the Africans. 
The reaction was always the same, instant 
laughter at the thought that American 
blacks would try to identify with Africans. 
One man in particular asked me if Mister 
Young would come to the kraals to speak 
and to see the people and I had to answer, 
“probably not.” 

He looked at me for a moment, spat on 
the ground and said, “then this man is 
with the evil ones in Mozambique. The 
white man is very strange, he will let the 
evil ones walk among him. Much is made 
of voting in America and other countries, 
why do you not vote for other, good 
men?” 

I had no answer for that one, because 
I’ve been wondering why for years. 
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SOF Sharpshoots The SoRQ! Shove 

National Shootingi Hunting 

And Outdoors Trade Show 

kY ME MccDougcdd 


center, I found everything that would 
appeal to our readers was present. 
Nothing more, nothing less. Here was 
the hardcore of weapons and weapon ac¬ 
cessories stripped of chaff. I took a 
hasty straw-poll of exhibitors and buyers 
and found that they agreed. 

Like any large organization, there was 
dissension among the ranks, but rather 
than elaborate the ins and outs of cor¬ 
porate politics, the products or processes 
will be limelighted. SOF will also cover 
the forthcoming NSGA show in Chicago 
and report on it in a future issue. 


ADERS familiar with SOF may 
recall that we usually attend the annual 
National Sporting Goods Association 
(NSGA) Show each February. But this 
year, we attended the first Shooting, 
Hunting and Outdoors Trade (SHOT) 
Show held in St. Louis from 9 through 
11 January 1979. It seems that in years 
gone by, gun and knife enthusiasts were 
disgruntled at having, to wade through 
jock straps, tennis shoes, and bowling 
trophies to get to the heart of the matter. 
On th^ other hand, general sporting 


goods buyers were put out by the pres¬ 
ence of so many hardware dealers in the 
middle of their software. The answer 
was obvious: secession from the union. 
Thus was the SHOT Show born, and 
from the look of things, the offspring is 
well-timed and healthy. 

First impressions were that the show 
was a weak sister to the NSGA Show. 
There were fewer manufacturers and 
fewer people than attend the NSOA 
Show and we were used to the ensuing 
hubbub. But after strolling the length 
and breadth of the huge convention 



Stainless .45 

CROWN CITY ARMS, Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 1125, Cortland, NY 13045, 


(6Q7) 753-0194, is the latest manufacturer 
to go the stainless route in the venerable 
.45 auto. The pistol, called the Condor, 
will be accompanied by stainless maga- 


zines featuring a rounded follower. The 
thumb safety is of the extended combat 
type. Sights are high combat style and are 
adjustable for windage. Stocks are of 
smooth rosewood. The example I dry- 
fired had a crisp trigger with no creep and 
the overall finish was excellent. Crown 
will be sending SOF a sample for T&E in 
the near future. Look for the results in a 
forthcoming issue. 

Crown also markets the Falcon, a 
Commander-length .45 auto; the Eagle, a 
steel Government Model; the Hawk, a 
steel Commander-length pistol; and the 
Swift, a steel Commander-length pistol 
chambered for 9mm or .38 Super. Last, 
and to me the most interesting, is the 
Hummingbird, a .22 match pistol. It is 
based on the highly acclaimed Kart con¬ 
version. Barrel and sights are stationary; 
thus there is no movement between the 
two during firing. Dry weight is 47 
ounces, barrel length is 5.950 inches, the 
target pistol holds 10 rounds in the mag. 
and one in the tube. It meets all ISU specs 
for Standard Pistol. Price $374.95. 

Marcy and Terry Hudson, President 
and Vice-President of Crown City, were 
present to answer questions. It was a 
pleasure to discuss handguns with a 
woman who knows what she’s talking 
about and who can be enthusiastic about 
technical innovations. Such a woman is 
Marcy Hudson. 
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Bushmaster assault rifle 

GWINN FIREARMS, Dept. SOF, Box 
1315, Bangor, ME 14401, (207) 848-3333, 
manufacturers of the Bushmaster pistol. 


will be producing a .223 (5.56mm) semi- 
automatic rifle in the very near future. 
The rifle will weigh 6.25 pounds, will be 
36.6 inches overall, will use a 30 round 
magazine, and will cycle between 


800/1000 rounds per minute, depending 
upon the dexterity of one’s trigger finger. 
It will cost $339.95. A folding-stock ver¬ 
sion will sell for $375.95. 


Bushmaster*s new .223 assault rifle with folding stock. 



H OMEGROWN PPK/S 

INTERARMS, Dept. SOF, 10 Prince 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22313, (703) 
548-1400, will be manufacturing the 
PPK/S (through license with Walther) in 
the U.S. Bob Magee, Director of Adver¬ 
tising and Public Relations, says the 
American pistols will be available in .380 
in August and will sell for about $235, 
while the German counterpart will still 
cost over $400. Plans are to market a 
stainless PPK/S in the future. 

Also being marketed by Interarms is the 
Bersa pistol imported from Argentina. It 
is a .380, holding 13 rounds (like the 
Beretta) plus one in the spout. It will be 
available in August and will retail for 
about $225. 


R.K. Brown and Bob McGee with Bersa. 



U.S. made PPK/S by Interarms. 



Bersa auto imported by Interarms. 
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New knives from al mar 

AL MAR KNIVES, INC., Dept. SOF, 
5861 S.W. Benfield Court, Suite SF, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon 97034, (503) 639-8554, 
has a new line of knives that it calls the 
“finest factory-made custom knives in the 
world. 

But first a little about the man behind 
the blade. Al Mar became interested in 
judo in high school and has continued it 
since: he now has a third degree black 
belt. After a brief bout with college, Mar 
worked for the Department of Fish and 
Game in Alaska. He then returned to 
Seattle and became interested in outboard 
racing, then worked for Boeing for three 
years. After working as a mechanic for a 
couple of years, Mar returned to college. 
This time he attended the Art Center in 
L.A. and graduated with a Bachelor's and 
Master's degree in industrial design. Mar 
then worked for a consulting firm in Van 
Nuys, California, where one of his ac¬ 
counts was Gerber Knives. Mar was of¬ 
fered a job by Gerber and worked for 
them for nine years. Mar owes his exper¬ 
tise to the kindness of other custom 
knifemakers who helped him. 

Mar’s service background is as different 
as it is exciting. Just after high school, 
Mar participated in an Army program 
that only existed for about six months. 
The program consisted of six years active 
reserve, but no active duty. From 1956 on. 
Mar was in a Harborcraft unit in Seattle, 
where he began diving. After four years. 


Mar became bored. He heard about a new 
Special Forces unit being formed in the 
Seattle area, and joined it. After jump 
school. Mar “played civilian” then went 
to survival school, “played civilian,” then 
went to Ranger school. In short, Mar 
attended all the elite schools the Army had 
to offer during his eight continuous years 
in active reserve. 

Mar’s blades are made from “stain- 
resistant RS 30.” According to Mar, the 
steel was especially developed for Masa- 
hiro Cutlery, Seki City, the sword-making 


capital of Japan, and has been in use for 
about 25 years. He claims it is better than 
440-C. Mar heat-treats all his blades to a 
Rockwell hardness of 57-59. 

Bolsters of the folding knives are stain¬ 
less with brass inner liners, scales are ivory 
colored paper micarta. Sheath knives have 
a full tapered tang for good balance. 

Mar has promised to send the author a 
production knife for use and abuse. A test 
and evaluation report will be forthcom¬ 
ing. Literature available from Mar on re¬ 
quest. 


New model gerbers 

GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES, 
Dept. SOF, 14200 S.W. 72nd, Portland, 
OR 97223, (503) 639-6161, has a couple of 
new models that should appeal particular¬ 
ly to our readers. They feature black 


anodized aluminum handles with 
vinylclad thermal covering that Gerber 
calls Armorhide®. The samples I examin¬ 
ed were extremely grip worthy. 

President “Pete” Gerber, an SOF 
subscriber, was on hand and talked ener¬ 
getically about the future of sporting 


knives in America. James Raske, Ex¬ 
ecutive Vice-President gave me a new Paul 
knife (model 2P) to evaluate. As of this 
writing, I haven’t had a chance to skin 
anything or anybody, nor have I thrown it 
down the stairs or tried to whittle ebony, 
but if it cuts like it looks, it’s a winner. 


New Gerber sheath knives (unnamed) and folding Paul knife. 


*Pete Gerber” chats with publisher Brown. 
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New from Springfield 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY, Dept. 
SOF, Geneseo, Illinois 61254, (309) 
944-5138, will be marketing a new survival 
over-and-under scatter gun/rifle combo 
based on the Air Force’s WW II survival 
gun. The top tube will be chambered for 
.22 long rifle or for .22 magnum, the 
lower barrel will be a .410. The skeletoniz¬ 
ed buttstock has receptacles for about a 
dozen rounds of ammunition. The entire 
weapon will be fabricated from 4140 and 
will take-down into a package about 18 in¬ 
ches long. An olive drab pouch will be 
available and will fit a G.I. web belt. The 
production version of the gun will be 
parkerized and will retail somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $120. And that’s a 
pretty modest neighborhood these days. 

Springfield’s E2 stock was on display at 
the SHOT show and attracted some atten¬ 
tion. The stock is beefier toward the butt 
and has a wooden pistol grip. 


A bipod for the MIA, based on the gov¬ 
ernment’s original design, has quick- 
adjust stages for height and folds co-axial 
with barrel when not in use. Installation 
and removal of the bipod requires no 
tools. 




Springfield bipods priced at $48. 


Reese brothers with MIA E2 (L) and new 
survival gun fR). 






N, 


IEW PLATING PROCESS 
THE TEXAS GUNSHOP, Dept. SOF, 
299 Arapaho Central Park, Suite SF, 
Richardson, TX 75080, (214) 690-0143, 
offers a unique kind of nickel plating pro¬ 
cess. Ed House and son, Jeff, claim the 
following about their new process. 

Ni-Tex, a product of several years of 
extensive research in the chemistry of elec¬ 
troless plating, will deposit an unusually 


bright (pr brushed stainless look), hard, 
corrosion resistant finish. It will coat cast 
iron, steel, allow steel, stainless steel, cop¬ 
per and copper alloys, aluminum, titan¬ 
ium, beryllium, nickel alloys, and sintered 
metals without any intermediate coating 
processes. 

Salt spray tests indicate properly ap¬ 
plied Ni-Tex has a corrosion resistance 
which generally exceeds that of pure 
mckel. A 1 mil coating of Ni^Tex on 


Colt autos processed with Ni-Tex. 



■ I- 




polished steel will not show rust for 96 
hours or more of continuous contact. Fur¬ 
thermore, when failure occurs, the rust 
spots show no tendency to spread, in¬ 
dicating the rust does not spread under the 
Ni-Tex coating. 

The average range of the adhesion of 
Ni-Tex to a base metal is between 30,000 
to 60,000 lbs. per square inch. Tests also 
indicate that the adhesive force of Ni-Tex 
to a base metal actually exceeds its own 
cohesive force. 

The Ni-Tex coatings have an average 
measured Vickers (DPH) microhardness 
of 500-600 (49 Rockwell C). Thus, in most 
cases, Ni-Tex is as hard as the base metal 
or even greater. 

Since Ni-Tex is an entirely electroless 
process, (plating accomplished by a com¬ 
bination of heat and chemical 
treatments), it is possible to plate all ex¬ 
posed parts of a piece. Springs can be 
treated without loss of temper and in¬ 
teriors of barrels and chambers can be 
protected with coating of Ni-Tex. Our 
process, exclusion of intermediate plating 
with other metals (as with chrome) pre¬ 
vents flaking and/or plating separation 
common with other plating processes. 
This direct application minimizes ex¬ 
cessive build-up which could affect close 
machining tolerances. A Ni-Tex coating 
requires a minimum of care as compared 
with common blueing and will outlast 
blueing. 

An SOF staffer will have a gun process¬ 
ed and will report on it in a forthcoming 
issue. 
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New from heckler & koch 

H&K’s old model 26mm flare pistol 
(P2A1) is being replaced with a barrelless 
model that is about the size of a pack of 
100mm cigarettes, called the Emergency 
Flare Kit. This new model apparently gave 
the BATF fits because it cannot be 
classified as a handgun. So be it. The 
Swiss Air Force (I didn’t know they had 
one either) uses the Emergency Flare Kit 
and from what I know of the Swiss, the 
fact that they use it is high praises 

Also new is the PSP (Particularly Slick 
Pistol?), a DA 9mm auto that began on 
the drawing board: it is not a rehash of an 
existing gun. The first thing I looked for 
on the new weapon was the safety. After a 
few seconds I couldn’t find it and felt a lit¬ 
tle foolish. Bob Scroggie, HK’s manager 
of law enforcement sales, then explained 
that the PSP needs no safety as such. And 
that it is the only pistol allowed to be im¬ 
ported without a safety. The reason is 
simple enough when you think about it. 
The configuration of the pistol makes a 
discrete safety superfluous because the 
cocking lever (finger-grooved frontstrap) 


serves that purpose. The cocking lever is 
brilliantly constructed so that moderate 
tension is required to cock the weapon, 
while little or no tension is needed to keep 
the piece cocked. Thus you have the best 
of both worlds and trigger-pull is superb. 
The sights are light-accruing and consist 
of two white dots in the fixed rear sight 
and one dot in the drift-adjustable front 
blade. The weapon is reputed to fire 


point-of-aim at 50 meters. As with most 
of HK’s weapons, the bore is polygonal 
thus yielding a 797o to 10*70 increase in 
velocity. The gas-locked pistol, designed 
for the German police, will sell for about 
$350 and will be available this summer 
from Heckler & Koch, Inc,, Dept. SOF, 
933 N. Kenmore St., Suite 218, Arlington, 
VA 22201. 



Adman Garey and myself accom¬ 
panied publisher Brown to St. Louis 
(The Gateway to the West) on 8 January 
1979 for the S.H.O.T. Show’s debut. 
From the onset, our visit was plagued by 
problems. Murphy’s law prevailed (any¬ 
thing that can be fucked up, will be 
fucked up). 

Upon arriving at our highrise hotel, 
we were greeted by a pleasant, brain¬ 
damaged clerk. After our patient pub¬ 
lisher finally made the young lady under¬ 
stand our sleeping arrangements, we 
ventured up to our rooms. Our quarters 
looked out on smokestacks and re¬ 
fineries and was cooler than a meat 
locker, so we fumbled with the ther¬ 
mostat and our heater wheezed and 
groaned into action. It blew an anemic 


ST. LOUIS BLAHS 

by N.E. MacDougald 


stream of tepid air through a ceiling 
vent. Neither Brown nor I is a heating 
engineer, but we knew that most heating 
vents are floor-mounted because heat 
rises. We shook our heads and sought 
sanctuary in grog and grub. 

We ascended to the hotel’s rotating 
restaurant on the roof. The view con¬ 
firmed what we suspected: St. Louis is 
singularly ugly. Our waiter brought 
water that tasted like treated sewage as 
we surveyed menus. We ordered know¬ 
ing full well that the meal would be 
atrocious. We weren’t disappointed. 


And so it went. Cabbies were rude and 
charged what the traffic would bear 
(pun intended). Food was mediocre, 
service worse and smiles, like the sun, 
were weak and seldom seen. 

Our last night there, we sought out a 
night club and wound up in a dump 
straight out of the 60s. Women sported 
bouffant hairdos and were crudely coy. 
Men looked like Sears or Wards manne¬ 
quins and danced about as well. Even 
the bouncer looked disgenic. The joint 
filled up with all manner of dwarfs, 
clones, geeks and dirtbags who came to 
sit and drink a la the alien bar scene in 
Star Wars, We departed with light heads 
and lighter wallets and vowed never to 
return to the city with the arch. 

Ed, Note: Murphy was an optimist. 
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Curious cops 

PACHMAYR GUN fVORKS, INC., 
Dept. SOF, 1220 South Grand Avenue, 
L.A., CA 90015, (213) 748-7271, gets in¬ 
spected by a couple of police types as our 
photographer was chatting with customer 
relations rep Steve Yorba. Pachmayr has a 
new set of grips and a new forearm for the 
Thompson Contender. 


St. Louis cops eye Pachmayr grips. 



F'OLLOWING are items that Were not 
obtained at the SHOT Show, but are of 
interest to those following the state-of- 
the-art in weapons and related gear. From 
Srhith & Wesson, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
2208, Springfield, MA 01101: 

Stainless .44 magnum 

Smith and Wesson will finally produce 
the venerable Model 29 in stainless steel. 
According to Smith, consumer demand 
precipitated production of the wheelgun, 
so if there is a weapon you think should be 


manufactured, write the company in ques¬ 
tion. 

The new 29, dubbed the 629, will be 
available only in six-inch barrel at first, 
but will be followed by an 8-3/8-inch bar¬ 
rel version shortly thereafter. The 629 
should be available this fall at a price yet 
to be determined. 

SOF will get one of the first test guns 
and report on it as soon as possible. 

N EW S&W AMMO 

Smith and Wesson Has developed a new 
type of nylon-jacketed bullet that 


significantly reduces the emission of lead 
oxide fumes that pollute the air of indoor 
firing ranges. Called Nyclad, the new slug 
cuts airborne lead contamination by more 
than 60 ^ 0 , according to independent 
research. 

The new projectile development was an¬ 
nounced at the 85th Annual Convention 
of the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police, since a number of police train¬ 
ing ranges have been closed because of 
this health threat. 

Another benefit of the new bullet, ac¬ 
cording to the manufacturer, is that it vir¬ 
tually eliminates lead fouling. 
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Major Frederick Russell Burnham, D, S. O. Picture taken circa 1926. 














Mapi FSo Burnlxim, DSO 


First %ink SOF 
In Rhodesia 

]D7M3]aJdinSArvriscn& MjjaEGa^ldDcMnTey 


About the authors: Major John S, Ar- 
vidson, USAR, Ret,, is already known to 
SOF readers for his article on the French 
Foreign Legion which appeared in our 
January 1979 issue. During the Korean 
War he served as commanding officer of 
the27th Raiders, U,S. Army, While in the 
Army he began his undercover intelligence 
work and after his retirement from the 
military served as a special agent for the 
California Senate Subcommittee on Un- 
American Activities, He is currently a 
special correspondent for Intelligence 
Digest. 

Major F. Gerald Downey, USAR, serv¬ 
ed two lours in Vietnam as a combat com¬ 
mander, During his military career he 
completed Airborne, Ranger, and Special 
Forces training and performed various 
liaison assignments with civilian govern¬ 
ment agencies. After eight years of active 
duty, he left the military to pursue his 
education, graduating Magna Cum Laude 
in history and political science from Pep- 
perdine University at the end of three 
years. He is a professional military 
historian. 


Quickly aligning his Martini-Henry rifle 
sights on the black bulk of Matabele high 
priest M’Limo as he entered the cere¬ 
monial cave hidden in the Matoppo 
Mountains near Mangwe Pass, American 
soldier of fortune Fred Burnham made a 
slight noise, attracting the attention of the 
foremost enemy of Rhodesia’s white set¬ 
tlers, and then fired — striking his target 
below the heart. 

With the deafening report of the 
.45-caliber round reverberating 
throughout the rocky cave, Burnham and 
his companion, Native Commissioner 
Armstrong, dashed over the dying body 
of M’Limo, the “Mouthpiece of God,” 
and exited from the holy temple of 
Matabeleland, panicking a group of black 
guards by the cave mouth in the process. 
Running toward their horses by a cir¬ 
cuitous route to avoid ambush, Burnham 
and his companion paused to set fire to 
several huts and then galloped away over 
rough ground with 1,000 screaming Mata¬ 
bele warriors in hot pursuit. This was 
African assassination 1896 style. 

One of the planners was Major Robert 
Baden-Powell, who later founded the in¬ 
ternational Boy Scout movement. The 
triggerman was Baden-Powell’s model 
scout. That round squeezed off by Burn¬ 
ham was the most decisive shot fired in 
the Second Matabele War, eliminating 
the instigator of that bloody uprising 
which cost the lives of over 500 pioneers 
— 10 percent of Rhodesia’s white popula¬ 
tion. 

The execution was ordered by General 
Sir Frederick Carrington, commander of 
British forces in Rhodesia, whose final 
orders to Burnham were, “Capture the 
M’Limo if you can. Kill him if you must. 
Do not let him escape.” 

This difficult operation, involving deep 
penetration into enemy-held terrain, was 
to have been personally commanded by 
Baden-Powell — who at the last moment 
was taken off the mission and assigned to 
another sector. Burnham’s success enabl¬ 
ed Britain’s famed empire-builder, Cecil 
John Rhodes, to successfully hold peace 


negotiations with the Matabele chieftains 
a few months later in the Matoppo region. 

Prior to the killing of M’Limo, Burn¬ 
ham had already gained fame as a scout 
during the First Matabele War in 1893, 
and it can be honestly stated that without 
Burnham it is quite unlikely that the pres¬ 
ent nation of Rhodesia would have ever 
existed! On New Year’s day, 1893, Fred 
Burnham, his wife and small son, Rod¬ 
erick, departed from San Francisco for a 
destiny in Africa which would help change 
the map of that continent. At the age of 
32, he brought with him 15 years’ ex¬ 
perience as a professional scout, hunter, 
prospector, and Indian fighter in the 
American West to the service of Cecil 
Rhodes who was opening a new frontier 
on the dark continent. 

Born on May 11, 1861, in the frontier 
hamlet of Tivoli, at the edge of the Sioux 
Indian reservation in Minnesota, Burn¬ 
ham narrowly escaped death the following 
year when Chief Red Cloud led his braves 
in an uprising which killed hundreds of 
white women and children, and which 
burned the town of New Ulm to the 
ground. Twenty years later, Fred Burn¬ 
ham was fighting Geronimo’s Apaches in 
Arizona and served with such famed army 
scouts as A1 Sieber, Archie McIntosh and 
Fred Sterling. He became a keen tracker, 
a master of escape and evasion, an expert 
at land navigation without a compass, a 
skilled marksman with rifle and revolver, 
and an accomplished demolitionist — 
which was necessary in his mining pur¬ 
suits. 

Burnham learned all the tricks of sur¬ 
vival and lived off the land for months at 
a time in the mountains and deserts of the 
American Southwest. He never attended 
Special Warfare School. He didn’t have 
to. He lived it all his adult life. Besides be¬ 
ing blessed with keen eyesight, Burnham 
had outstanding night vision — which 
later became legendary among the 
Matabele warriors who named him “He- 
Who-Sees-in-the-Dark. ” 
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BURNHAM AND THE FIRST 
MATABELE WAR 

King Lobengula, the corrupt, cor¬ 
pulent, paramount chief of the Matabeles, 
reneged on his earlier agreement with 
Cecil Rhodes, which gave the latter 
mineral rights to Mashonaland, a vas¬ 
salage area which had earlier been con¬ 
quered by the Matabeles. When Rhodes 
sent 500 white pioneers into Mashonaland 
in 1890, they freed the Mashona slaves 
and established settlements at Fort 
Salisbury, the old camping grounds of the 
famed white hunter, Frederick Courteney 
Selous, and Fort Victoria. Now, in 1893, 
King Lobengula sent his warriors across 
the border from Matabeleland into Mas¬ 
honaland to seize cattle he claimed as his 
and to kill former slaves — which the 
Matabeles did on two occasions in the 
streets of Victoria. 

On the last occasion, the Matabeles 
stated they would return a third time and 
kill the whites. Taken completely by sur¬ 
prise, the whites in Victoria quickly rallied 
and a force of 40 horsemen rode to the 
Matabele encampment two miles from 
town and fired into the 2,000 black war¬ 
riors — killing their chief, Inyao, and 
numerous others. This Matabele impi 
(regiment) then recrossed the border and 
carried back their story of the white attack 
to King Lobengula at his capital, Bul¬ 
awayo (which means ‘The Town of Kill¬ 
ing’’), where Lobengula often entertained 
his 68 wives by feeding his enemies to 
crocodiles. 

Egged on by his subordinate indulas 
(chiefs) and his witch doctor, M’Limo, 
King Lobengula declared war on the 
whites. The Matabeles, a branch of the 
Zulus, were estimated to have 20,(XX) gun 
men and 80,(XX) spear men in the field. At 
this time, Burnham and his family were 
trekking north through Mashonaland to¬ 
ward Victoria. 

Realizing that the best defense is the of¬ 
fense, the pioneers in Salisbury organized 
an armed column, numbering approxi¬ 
mately 4(X) men, commanded by Major 
Forbes, and those in Victoria organized 
another column of approximately 300 
men under Major Wilson, which struck 
out on their separate ways toward Bul¬ 
awayo. Before reaching the Matabele 
capital, the two columns were to unite at 
Iron Mountain, inside Matabeleland. In 
advance of the Victoria Column rode Fred 
Burnham as lead scout, who crossed the 



Shashani River, the boundary of Loben- 
gula’s kingdom, on October 12, 1893, and 
entered Matabeleland. His family remain¬ 
ed behind in Victoria where every man, 
woman, and child were organized into its 
defense. Within the Victoria column were 
several Cal. .303 Maxim machine guns in 
what was to be the first combat test of 
that weapon or any other belt-fed 
machine gun. The combined force was 
under the general direction of Dr. 
Leander Starr Jameson. 

Upon entering Matabeleland, Burnham 
led the Victoria column westward toward 
the rendezvous point at Iron Mountain, 
carefully evading several Matabele impis. 
Although the two columns missed each 
other, by constant scouting Burnham 
located the Salisbury column and the two 
groups were united as the Bulawayo Field 
Force under the military command of Ma¬ 
jor Forbes. The British colonial force liv¬ 
ed off the land during its advance through 
Matabeleland toward Bulawayo. As 
Burnham put it in a letter to an old friend, 
“we raid, burn and destroy everything as 
clean as you did when you were one of 
Sherman’s men marching through 
Georgia.’* 

Advancing west from Iron Mountain, 
Burnham and his fellow scouts discovered 
a Matabele impi driving a large herd of 
cattle toward Bulawayo. The four scouts 
dashed down upon the Africans and, tak¬ 
ing advantage of their surprise, succeeded 
in escaping to their own forces with 3(X) of 
the 500 head of cattle. Then, reinforced 
by 10 more scouts, they returned to the at¬ 
tack, retreating only after a pitched battle 
with more than 1000 Matabele warriors, 
who had been brought up to defend the 
impi. 

On the night of October 24, while the 
column was laagered (camped) near the 
Shangani River, Burnham performed a 


night reconnaissance mission and return¬ 
ed to rest under some trees outside of 
laager. In the predawn hours of October 
25, the Matabeles attacked in force and 
the battle of the Shangani commenced — 
the first combat test of the Maxim 
machine gun. From his vantage point, 
Burnham gave the following description 
bf the fight: 

At about half-past two in the morning, a shot 
and a wild yell from the camp of the 
“friendlies” [Mashona allies] roused the whole 
force. Then came several scattering shots fol¬ 
lowed by the terrific war cry of the Matabele as 
they rushed our laager, and the battle of the 
Shangani began. 

This was one of the most spectacular night 
fights 1 have ever taken part in; what with the 
double line of fire from the men lying on top of 
the large African trek wagons and those crouch¬ 
ing under the wheels, the roar of the Maxims, 
and the continuous crack of several thousand 
hostile rifles that rimmed our entire laager. Over 
and above all the din of the firing rose the 
shrieks and yells of the friendly natives as they 
were swept against our laager, willy-nilly, to be 
shot down by our own Maxim guns. The firing 
continued until the light of day brought deadly 
accuracy to our rifles and enabled us to open the 
laager and with our mounted men sweep the 
grass and timber free of the enemy in the direc¬ 
tion of Bulawayo. 

Following the Matabele defeat, the 
British column of irregulars pushed on 
over rough terrain in the general direction 
of Bulawayo. Burnham and his fellow 
scouts found their job very difficult, with 
Matabele warriors hovering constantly on 
the flanks, impeding their advance, and 
cutting off any stragglers in the rear. 
What was worse was that no one in the 
column, including Dr. Jameson and Ma¬ 
jor Forbes, knew the exact location of 
Bulawayo. Some had visited it before, but 
from different directions. Accurate maps 
of the region had not yet been made. 

Burnham and another scout named Va- 
versol were given the mission of finding 
Bulawayo. They left the column in the 
bush on the morning of October 28, and 
rode deep into enemy territory. Burnham 
skillfully evaded several ambushes and 
avoided native kraals until the necessity 
arose to interrogate some local inhabi¬ 
tants. 

Through a feint, the pair of scouts drew 
off the local spearmen guarding a kraal 
and then galloped in to seize two prison¬ 
ers. Using kindness rather than torture, 
Burnham acquired the information from 
his captives and then with Vaversol rode 
through a hastily drawn circle of the retur¬ 
ning spearmen. Riding to a distant van- 
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tage point, Burnham finally spotted 
Bulawayo through his field glasses. On the 
return trip to the column, Vaversol’s com¬ 
pass failed and Burnham relied on land 
navigation without compass, locating the 
British force on November 1. Forbes was 
leading the column in the wrong direction 
into certain ambush in heavy bush coun¬ 
try. Acting upon Burnham^s information, 
Major Forbes swung the column arou.id. 

Other scouts arrived on the scene while 
Burnham was reporting. The Matabele 
were advancing in force. The column 
barely had time to form a laager in some 
nearby open ground when thousands of 
screaming Matabeles burst forth from the 
forest to rush the white defenders. This 
was the Battle of the Imbembezi — the 
decisive fight of the First Matabele War. 

The timely arrival of Burnham saved 
the column from certain annihilation in 
the forest along its former line of march. 
The position taken by the British, on 
ground located by Burnham and Vaver- 
sol, was probably the strongest position 
between Victoria and Bulawayo. In this 
daylight fight on November 1, the Mata¬ 
bele massed rushes were quickly cut down 
by the combined fire of the Maxim guns 
and some 600 white marksmen sheltered 
behind the hilltop laager. King 
Lobengula’s Imperial Guard was deci¬ 
mated by the deadly fire. A charge led by 
the King’s executioner came within several 
yards of the laager and his dead body 
marked the spot of the Matabele’s closest 
approach. One account claims that the 
four Maxim guns, handled by members of 
the British South African Police (BSAP), 
took the lives of 3,000 Matabele spearmen 
out of the repeated charges of 5,000 black 
warriors during a 90-minute period. These 
guns, purchased by Cecil Rhodes for the 
BSAP, proved their worth in this cam¬ 
paign. 

During the height of the action all of 
the British horses were stampeded for 
several miles. A sally led by Sir John 
Willoughby and Captain Borrow succeed¬ 
ed in recovering the herd. Had the 
Matabele turned their entire attention on 
capturing or destroying the horses, the 
punitive force would have been stranded 
and it is unlikely that any members of the 
expedition would have survived. 

Upon the Matabele withdrawal, the 
field force broke laager and passed piles 
of black dead to form column and con¬ 
tinue the trek toward Bulawayo. The col¬ 



umn was within sight of the famous 
Mountain of the Chiefs (Thabas Indunas) 
when they were attacked again by 
Lobengula’s impis on November 2. 
Another laager was formed and the 
mounted men were deployed outside the 
defensive work. This attack was easily 
beaten off. Smoke was now arising from 
Bulawayo and Burnham with two other 
scouts, Ingram and Poselt, were ordered 
into Lobengula’s capital to see what was 
happening. From two white traders set 
free by the King, they learned that 
Lobengula had fled north. 

After the occupation of Bulawayo by 
British forces oh November 3, Burnham 
was sent south with dispatches to the 
neare; telegraph station at the Tati out¬ 
post, .28 miles south of Bulawayo 
througl» the rugged Matoppo Mountains 
by way of Mangwe Pass. He took with 
him Ingraii md a black scout of proven 
courage ho spoke the Matabele 
language. 1 Jameson and other leaders 
in Bulawayo vere deeply concerned over 
the whereabouts of the Matabeleland 
Relief Force of some 400 men, command¬ 
ed by Major Goold Adams and guided by 
the famed hunter, F. C. Selous. Goold 
Adams’ column had departed from Mafe- 
king for Matabeleland at about the same 
time the other two columns departed from 
Victoria and Salisbury. 

Nothing had been heard of this force 
and rumors among the natives in Bula¬ 
wayo claimed that an army of thousands 
of Matabele warriors under Indula Gam- 
ba, Lobengula’s son-in-law, had inter¬ 
cepted and destroyed Goold Adams’ col¬ 
umn. Burnham was also to discover what 
had happened, if anything, to the 
Matabeleland Relief Force. 

Reaching the Mangwe Pass, Burnham 
and his party captured and interrogated 
some Matabeles and learned Indula Gam- 


ba and his impis had been defeated by 
Goold Adams’ force. A day later, Burn¬ 
ham picked up the trail of the relief force 
and followed it into Goold Adams’ camp. 

Selous had been wounded in the fight 
but nevertheless remained mounted to 
guide the column into Bulawayo. A 
fighter to the last, Frederick Courteney 
Selous fell in action on January 4, 1917, as 
a captain in the 25th Royal Fusiliers 
(Frontiersmen) during the campaign 
against the forces of Colonel Von Lettow- 
Vorbeck in German East Africa. Today, 
one of Rhodesia’s elite units, the “Selous 
Scouts’’ — famed for its daring raids into 
Marxist Mozambique — bears his 
honored name. 

With contact completed with the Mata¬ 
beleland Relief Force, Burnham moved 
south again and reached the Tati outpost 
where he met for the first time the noted 
Boer scout, Johann Colenbrander — who 
during the Boer War would serve as a col¬ 
onel with British forces to command “Kit¬ 
chener’s Fighting Scouts’* during the cam¬ 
paigns of 1901 and 1902. 

With his mission completed, Burnham 
returned with dispatches to Dr. Jameson 
brought up to Tati from Mafeking by Col¬ 
enbrander. Burnham’ return trip from 
Tati to Bulawayo on a I'ne horse took on¬ 
ly 30 hours. Reaching ulawayo, Burn¬ 
ham was ordered by Dr. jameson to over¬ 
take a pursuit column headed north under 
command of Major Forbes. 


TO CAPTURE A KING 

Riding into the velt at night, Burnham 
and Ingram overtook Forbes’ column 
near the Inyati Mission Station. Forbes’ 
mission was to capture King Lobengula — 
a difficult task for his relatively small 
force. Burnham again was assigned as 
lead scout for the column of 240 mounted 
men. Normally, tracking King Lobengula 
would not have been very difficult for 
Burnham but the King’s 50,000 head of 
cattle being driven north by Matabele 
warriors had obliterated the trail. Next, 
continued heavy rainfall all but washed 
the tracks away. 

Under Major Allan Wilson, second-in- 
command of the column and former com¬ 
mander of the Victoria column, the best 
trackers in Africa — Hottentots and 
Masarwas from the desert, whose exist¬ 
ence largely depended on their ability to 
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General Sir Robert Baden-Powell, founder of Boy Scouts and Major Burnham "s superior officer. He directed the planning of the 
assassination of the Matabele witchdoctor M'Limo, in the Second Matabele War. 





follow an antelope or recognize the 
faintest trace of small game — were 
assigned the task of finding the trail of 
King Lobengula’s seven wagons. Also in 
the pursuing force were others especially 
trained in trailing: Boers from the 
Transvaal, Australians, and frontiersmen 
from all parts of the world. 

The final tracking, however, depended 
on Burnham, Ingramj another American, 
and Bain, a Canadian. With heavy rain 
completely washing away all tracks, Burn¬ 
ham repreated his old technique of cap¬ 
turing a prisoner for interrogation — this 
time from the King’s rear guard, fast 
asleep at night inside a. native kraal. Only 
those who have participated in prisoner 
raids can appreciate the difficulty of this 
task. Burnham and his companions suc¬ 
ceeded once again. 

Burnham again picked up the spoor of 
the king and the pursuit continued. Sud¬ 
denly, Burnham, Ingram, Bain, and their 
Kafir interpreter found themselves sur¬ 
rounded at point blank range by a large 
force of Matabeles. Burnham, through his 
interpreter, managed to bluff their way 
out of the trap after a tense and prolonged 
period of time, and rejoiPed the column. 
By December 1, King Lobengula had been 
tracked to within a few miles of the 
Shangani River. Forbes* Column was ex¬ 
hausted and short of food. Worst of all* 
their horses were near death. 

Although Lobengula still had 
thousands of warriors under his com¬ 
mand, he was prepared to enter negotia¬ 
tions for his surrender and sent a sack of 
1,000 gold sovereigns as a test of British 
intentions. If the British kept the gold and 
halted their advance where they were, 
then Lobengula would enter into negotia¬ 
tions. If the British kept the gold and 
crossed the Shangani River, then 
Lobengula would know that it was his life 
the British wanted and hot the gold. 

He sent this message by two warriors 
who carried the gold. Unfortunately, they 
skirted around Burnham and his scouts 
and approached Forbes’ column from the 
rear where they gave the message and the 
gold to two members of the Bechuanaland 
Border Police. The two police troopers of 
the rear guard kept the gold and didn’t 
bother td transmit the message. This 
negligence was to cost the lives of 35 
whites and 500 blacks. The two police 
troopers were later court-martialed and 
given long prison sentences. 



On December 3, Major Forbes sent a 
small force across the Shangani River in a 
final attempt to capture King Lobengula. 
This force eventually numbered 38 men 
and was commanded by Major Wilson. 
Burnham and Ingram served as scouts. 
Plunging into dense vegetation, Wilson’s 
patrol soon learned that the area was thick 
with Matabele warriors. Shouting in their 
language, Wilson told them the war was 
over and asked to be taken to their king. 
Some of the warriors leapt away from 
their camp fires in fright while others 
cocked their muskets. Wilson nearly suc¬ 
ceeded in his deception when a Matabele 
warrior guided him to a circular enclosure 
in which two of the king’s wagons were 
located. The patrol lined up outside while 
their spokesman shouted to Lobengula in 
Zulu that his life would be spared and that 
he would be treated with honor if ^he 
would return to Bulawayo and enter into 
peace negotiations. 

By now night had fallen. There was no 
rebly from the king’s enclosure but the 
sounds of rifles being cocked could be 
heard clearly. Burnham noted that they 
were steadily being surrounded by large 
numbers of Matabele warriors. Major 
Wilson thought it best to retire at the mo¬ 
ment and seek a safe position until rein¬ 
forcements and the two Maxim guns from 
Forbes* column could be brought up. 

That night was miserable. The patrol 
had become separated and Burnham had 
to backtrack in darkness to bring in some 
lost patrol members, which he succeeded 
in doing under heavy rain. Some rein¬ 
forcements had arrived that night but no 
Maxims were with them. 

With the coming of dawn ori December 
4, Major Wilson made his final attempt to 
capture the king in the face of thousands 
of hostile warriors. The patrol found the 
king’s enclosure empty, but a nearby war¬ 
rior fired a single shot, which was follow¬ 


ed by a scattered volley. Fi^ed Burnham 
described what happened next: 

He fired at me and missed. 1 headed my horse 
toward him, holding my rifle with one hand. He 
was slightly disconcerted and halted to reload. 
His bandolier was carried across a leopard skin 
which he wore over his shoulder. I could see that 
in his haste he was tugging at a cartridge to pull 
it out Instead of lifting it with the tip of the 
finger.. Every second I was coming nearer. The 
failure of his rifle unnerved him, and quick as a 
flash the warrior threw it down and with one 
long sweeping movement drew from the inside 
of his shield his stabbing spear. We were ndw 
only a few yard's apart. Having very strong 
wrists, 1 can easily poise a Martini rifle in one 
hand muj:h as I would a revolver. As I sdw him 
draw back his right arm to drive the' .spe^r 
through me, I put a shot directly into his left 
.side, which crumpled him. Instantly, all the 
spearmen jumped back into the bush, oii seeing 
their leader fall in such a duel with a Martini. It 
they hkd but come on, they could have avenged ‘ 
the fall of their induna during the previous three 
seconds it takes to reload. I afterward learned 
that my opponent was the son of M’Jaan, the 
commander of the king’s forces."* 

Major Wilson’s entire patrol was now 
under fire as it fell back to an ant hill tb 
forn) a perimeter defense against the 
Matabele, who charged into the open once 
again. Rush after rush was beaten off by 
the dismounted troopers. As one flank of 
the position became exposed* Wilson or¬ 
dered his men to remount and fall b^k tb 
the timber where the column was reform¬ 
ed. During this period of withdrawal, 
Burnham’s rifle was shot from his hands 
but it was recovered, » 

The patrol then marched unmolested 
for a mile. Again, the Matabeles began to 
close in. Major Wilson then ordered 
Burnham, Ingram, and Goodmg, an Aus¬ 
tralian, to try to break through the hostile 
line to reach Forbes’ column at the 
Shangani and bring up Maxims. While 
Wilson’^ men again formed a perinietef 
defense, Burnham skillfully led his two 
companions through the screaming Mata¬ 
beles and evaded the hostile, pursuers to 
eventually reach Forbes’ position sotith.of 
the Shangani River which was also ynder 
Matabele attack. \ ' 

Forbes was hard pressed and Burnh'am 
and his companions helped him fight off 
the last attack on that morning of De¬ 
cember 4. Like Major Reno at the Littlis 
Eiig Horn, he was fighting for life and no 
aid to Major Wilson was possible. Wilson 
and his 34 companions died that morning, 
being repeatedly assegaied as ,they lay 
dead or mortally wounded — the Mata¬ 
bele took no prisoners. Before they went 
under, however, Wilson and his patrol 
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killed 500 Matabeles. King Lobengula 
managed to escape his pursuers but he 
died the following month from smallpox. 

Major Forbes’ retreat back toward 
Bulawayo began on the morning of De¬ 
cember 5. Johann Colenbrander led the 
advance guard and Fred Burnham again 
served as lead scout. The men were ex¬ 
hausted and their horses were dying of 


starvation. The slow-moving column was 
constantly harassed by Matabeles and the 
Maxim guns had to be removed from their 
wheeled mounts. This necessary man¬ 
handling of the Maxims ultimately led to 
the use of the tripod mount. Dummy guns 
were placed on the abandoned wheel 
mounts to deceive the Matabeles. Am¬ 
munition was very low and the starving 


horses were being eaten for food. On 
December 14, the column was several 
miles northeast of the Inyati Mission Sta¬ 
tion when Frederick Courteney Selous 
and another scout from a relief patrol out 
of Bulawayo made contact with Burnham 
and the column. The long ordeal was over 
and after a reasonable rest Forbes’ col¬ 
umn returned to Bulawayo. 



Scouts in Rhodesia. Burnham is fifth from left, kneeling. His brother-in-law, Ingram, is first from left, standing. 




Peace was concluded in early 1894 when 
Induna M’Jaan, who succeeded King 
Lobengula, accepted the surrender terms. 

In making the final appeal to his tribe 
on behalf of peace, he said, “If 35 young 
white warriors can kill 500 of us Matabele 
before we can kill them, how can we ex¬ 
pect to win when the bearded white men 
come from over the sea to ask who killed 
their infaans (youths)?” 

By the right of conquest, Cecil Rhodes 
annexed Matabeleland. Combined with 
Mashonaland, this new frontier was unof¬ 
ficially named Rhodesia in 1895. The 
name became official in April, 1898. A 
total of 1,774 armed civilians and British 
regulars took part in the First Matabele 
War (by official count). Cecil Rhodes 
granted every participant the right to a 
farm of 6,000 acres, a mineral right of 20 
acres, and an equal share in King Lob- 
engula’s cattle. To the victors went the 
spoils. Burnham moved his family to 
Bulawayo, and then proceeded to pros¬ 
pect for gold. At the ancient ruins of Zim¬ 
babwe, known to Sir Rider Haggard as 
the King Solomon’s Mines, Burnham 
discovered a quantity of gold — a bar of 
which he presented to Haggard. 


THE SECOND MATABELE WAR 

Burnham landed at Cape Town on 
March 25, 1896 the day after the para¬ 
mount Matabele witch doctor, M’Limo, 
had decided that the time was right for a 
massive native uprising by both the 
Matabeles and Mashonas. 

Although rumors of the planned upris¬ 
ing were rife, white settlers were caught 
unprepared and unarmed. Over 500 white 
Rhodesians were to die in M’Limo’s cam¬ 
paign of genocide. Most of the bloody 
work against white settlers was to have 
been carried out by their black servants — 
and this was done to a limited extent. 

The uprising was planned to occur on 
the full moon, but three days in advance, 
on March 24, young Matabele warriors on 
the Insesi River, 45 miles from Bulawayo, 
became impatient and began killing white 
settlers. M’Limo had promised that he 
could turn the white man’s bullets into 
water and many a Mashona and Matabele 
warrior fatally believed him. Bulawayo 
and other locations were besieged. 



Proceeding north from Cape Town by 
rail and horse, Burnham finally reached 
Bulawayo, where he became chief-of- 
scouts under Colonel Napier. The upris¬ 
ing was more than the Rhodesian settlers 
could handle and British regulars were 
called in under the overall command of 
General Sir Frederick Carrington, with 
Major Robert Baden-Powell as his chief- 
of-staff. Burnham and his wife were deep¬ 
ly grieved over the loss of their daughter, 
Nada, who had died as a result of the 
hardships imposed by the siege of Bula¬ 
wayo. Nada Burnham, less than three 
yeas old, was the ^ first white born in 
Bulawayo. When Burnham was given the 
mission to capture or kill M’Limo by 
General Carrington, he remembered Nada 
before he squeezed the trigger of his Mar¬ 
tini. 

Another innovation developed by Burn¬ 
ham during that campaign was the tech¬ 
nique of removing propellant powder 
from Martini-Henry cartridges, replacing 
it with high explosive, and then permitting 
the booby-trapped ammunition to fall in¬ 
to Kafir hands so that the resulting explo¬ 
sion would destroy the rifle and often the 
firer as well. Later, on several occasions 
during the fighting on the Northwest 
Frontier of India, the British Army re¬ 
peated this trick. 

The assassination of M’Limo by Burn¬ 
ham in June, 1896, was described at the 
beginning of this article. Hearst cor¬ 
respondent Richard Harding Davis de¬ 
clared that “This exploit was one of the 
chief factors in bringing the war to a close, 
since the Matabeles, finding their leader 
was only a mortal like themselves, and so 
could not, as he had promised, bring 
miracles to their aid, lost heart.” 

Following the Matabele surrender, the 
war against the rebellious Mashona tribes 
continued until October 31, 1897, when 
the last of the rebellious blacks were 
brought to terms. Fred Burnham, his wife 
and two sons returned to California. 


THE SPELL OF THE YUKON 
Burnham did not remain long in 
California after gold was discovered in the 


Klondike in 1897. He engaged in consid¬ 
erable gold prospecting and made the first 
delivery of gold from the Klondike to 
England. Burnham continued his mining 
endeavors until he learned of the outbreak 
of war between America and Spain. He 
rushed down to volunteer for Roosevelt’s 
Rough Riders but by the time he reached 
Seattle the war was over. He returned to 
Skagway where he spent the winter. 

Rumors of renewed warfare came from 
South Africa, and on October 11, 1899, 
war broke out between the Boer states and 
Great Britain. Shortly after, Burnham 
received the following telegram: 

Lord Roberts appoints you on his personal 
staff as Chief of Scouts. If you accept, come at 
once quickest way possible. 

Leaving Skagway IVi hours later on the 
steamer. City of Seattle, the same ship 
which had delivered the message, Burn¬ 
ham and his family were on their way to 
Africa. 


THE BOER WAR 

A major cause of the Boer war had been 
an abortive attempt in 1895 by Dr. L. J. 
Jameson and others of the British South 
Africa Company (BSAC—Rhodes’ 
chartered company) to annex the indepen¬ 
dent Boer South African Republic (the 
Transvaal). Jameson had planned to seize 
the Transvaal by force, combining a raid 
of some 1,500 white Rhodesians with an 
uprising in Johannesburg of some 3,000 
Uitlanders (foreigners) dissatisfied with 
the government of President Paul Kruger. 
While the BSAC began smuggling rifles 
into Johannesburg, Jameson began mus¬ 
tering his raiders. 

The plan was a colossal blunder from 
beginning to end. Although the Johan¬ 
nesburg uprising had been delayed until 
after the new year, on December 29, 1895, 
Jameson made a night invasion of the 
South African Republic with 494 men, 
eight Maxims, and three light field-pieces. 
They were ambushed by Commandant 
Piet J. Cronje’s commandos at Doornkop 
on 2 January 1896, and forced to sur¬ 
render, after losing 134 killed in a 
breakout attempt. The eight Maxims, cap¬ 
tured in this fiasco, were used against the 
British in the Boer War. 

Fighting went badly at first for the 
British forces. On October 16, Comman¬ 
dant P. J. Cronje’s Boer forces, who had 
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captured Jameson, engaged the British, 
command by Colonel Robert Baden- 
Powell, at Mafeking. Mafeking came 
under siege. On October 27, Ladysmith 
was invested, and on the same day 
Kimberley, with Cecil Rhodes inside, was 
cut off also and came under siege. 

British forces were being defeated or 
besieged on every front. On December 18, 
1899, Field Marshall F. N. Robert? was 
called qut of retirement after 41 years ac¬ 
tive, service in India and appointed 
Commander-in-Chief in South Africa. On 
Lord Roberts’ staff was General Sir 
Frederick Carrington, who described 
Burnham tq Lord Roberts as “the best 
scout we ever had in South Africa!’- Lord 
Roberts then decided to send for Burn¬ 
ham. 

Major Burnham’s first actions in the 
field as chief-of-scouts centered on the 
relief of Kimberely, where his old boss, 
Cecil Rhodes, was besieged. Though cut 
off by Boer forces, Rhodes managed to 
maintain his own private intelligence and 
communications services, and even rnain- 
tained contact with Lord Rothschild in 
London. 

The Boers were particularly keen to 
capture Rhodes and display him in a cage. 
Burnham’s reconnaissance efforts.became 
centered on the Boer forces of General P. 
J. Cronje, which included those besieging 
Kimberley. Revenge was sweet on 
February'27, 190Q, when Cronje and 
4,500 of his men surrendered to Lord 
Roberts, \Vho, on March 1, entered 
Kimberley. Burnham personally con¬ 
ducted mission after mission behind Boer 
lines in the course of his duties, which 
were coordinated by Lord Roberts’ in¬ 
telligence depaftrnent. 

He.successfully carried out five rail in- 
terdictipn missions behind Boer lines 



cutting the railway to Pretoria, the Boer 
capital. On his last mission, carried out at 
night, his horse was killed while at the 
gallop during a fire fight deep behind 
enemy lines. The horse fell on him, 
knocking him unconscious for 24 hours. 
Although critically injured, Burnham 
dragged the expjosives from his dead 
horse and completed his mission. Narrow¬ 
ly escaping capture, he finally reached 
friendly positions — more dead than 
alive. 

Invalided to London on the Dunnotter 
Castle, Burnham discussed escape techni¬ 
ques with young Winston Churchill. In 
England, he was the guest of Queen Vicr 
toria at Osborne. Shortly after the 
Queen’s death in 1901, Burnham was per¬ 
sonally decorated with the Distinguished 
Service Order by King Edward Vll at St. 
James Palace, and his raak as major in the 
British Army was confirmed by the King 
without loss of his American citizenship. 

FURTHER ADVENTURES OF 
MAJOR BURNHAM 

After sufficient rest and recuperation in 
London, and having been declared 
healthy by the surgeons, Burnham went 
back to work for Cecil Rhodes and, in late 
1901, carried out an expedition in the 
Gold Coast Colony in Africa. In 1902, he 
conducted a survey of the Upper Volta 
River, and explored the Congo basin 
region in 1903 and 1904. Burnham return¬ 
ed to Pasadena, California, in 1904, and 
the following year, after another trip to 
London and on to Germany, he went to 


work in Mexico for John Hays Ham¬ 
mond, where he opened copper and silver 
mines in the state of Sonora. He worked 
with Hammond in diverting the Yaqui 
River through canajs into a 700-square- 
mile delta. In 1908, Burnham discovered 
the Mayan ruips in the Yucatan Penin¬ 
sula. 

With the outbreak of World War I, and 
prior to American entry, Theodore 
Roosevelt planned to raise and lead a divi¬ 
sion of volunteers and selected.Burnham 
to raise a battalion. Burnham and Teddy 
Roosevelt had been friends long before 
the Spanish-American War. 

In 1901, President Roosevelt had writ¬ 
ten, “I know Burnham. He is a scout and 
a hunter of courage and ability, a man 
totally without fear, a sure shot, and a 
fighter. He is the ideal scout, and when 
enlisted in the military servjce of any 
country he is bound to be of the greatest 
benefit.” Theodore Roosevelt’s plan 
regarding the Roosevelt Division in 
France fell through, Instead, Major Burn¬ 
ham spent World War I directing a 
systematic exploration of the American 
Southwest to locate tungsten and 
manganese for the war effort, financed by 
A. Kingsley Macomber, who had been 
with Burnham as a young man in Africa. 

The hero of Mafeking, General Sir 
Robert Baden-Powell, died in Keyna in 
1941. Major Frederick Russell Burnham, 
D.S.O., followed a short six years later on 
September 1, 1947, at the age of 86. Ma¬ 
jor Burnham’s story is important not 
merely because of the interesting reading 
his exploits provide but because it signifies 
the stake United States citizens have had 
in the affairs of Rhodesia since that coun¬ 
try’s inception — a stake which continues 
today as Rhodesians courageously fight 
against communist encroachment of their 
borders. 
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IN REVIEW 


THE COUNTERINSURGENCY ERA: 
U.S. Doctrine and Performance 1950 to 
the Present. By Douglas S. Blaufarb. The 
Free Press, A Division of Macmillan 
Publishing Company, Inc., New York, 
1977. $12.95. 356 pages with Bibliography 
and Index. Review by James K. Bruton, 
Jr. 

Most of us who fought in Southeast 
Asia express two general complaints. 
First, we lost. Secondly, and equally 
distressing, is the limited effort currently 
on the part of the U.S. military establish¬ 
ment and the various government agencies 
to derive a list of lessons learned from the 
defeat. 

“Effective counterinsurgency,” writes 
former CIA officer Douglas S. Blaufarb, 
“avoiding the brutalities of unadorned 
suppression, and seeking to deal with the 
genuine issues in a sophisticated manner 
which does no damage to our moral and 
democratic principles, is a complex and 
difficult maneuver for which the United 
States has shown no talent.” What ex¬ 
perience and lessons the U.S. did acquire 
in the 1960s, he adds, “will largely be lost 
if no central authority exists to exhume 
them, re-examine them for lessons, and 
apply the lessons as appropriate.” 

Fortunately, Blaufarb represents a 
handful of articulate and responsible 
writers who are beginning to produce 
some balanced analyses of deficiencies in¬ 
herent in the U.S. command structure and 
policies, of the inadequate strategies ap¬ 
plied, and of the general failure of 
political nerve. Blaufarb’s The Counterin¬ 
surgency Era, which appeared almost un¬ 
noticed a year-and-a-half ago, is beginn¬ 
ing to attract increasing attention. 

This book has three qualities to recom¬ 
mend it. First, it is honest, non-sensa- 
tional, and avoiding of liberal cliches, 
while presenting broad but clear inter¬ 
pretation of the doctrine, applied or 
misapplied, that guided U.S. action in 
Southeast Asia in the 1960s. Second is 
that it provides a general overview of pro¬ 
grams and operations that many readers 
of SOF participated in. Third is 4$ ex¬ 
cellent nine-page bibliography. 

The author has served in the CIA for 20 
years with assignments in Asia (as station 


chief in Laos, 1964-66), and elsewhere, 
and in other consultative capacities. 
Blaufarb relies both on his own ex¬ 
periences and on non-classified published 
materials to describe several glaring dilem¬ 
mas inherent in attempted U.S. applica¬ 
tion of counterinsurgency doctrine mainly 
in Laos, Vietnam and Thailand. 

Counterinsurgency doctrine (a.k.a. in¬ 
ternal defense/internal development or 
“stability operations”) coalesced in the 
early Kennedy years as a coordinated 
economic, psychological, and military 
response to the threat of a Maoist style 
“people’s war.” The President and his 
advisors proceeded on the apparently 
valid belief “that the Communist world 
was unrelentingly expansive, that Maoist 
people’s war was the preferred instrument 
of the Communists for the further expan¬ 
sion of their movement in the nuclear age 
which had rendered all out war incon¬ 
ceivable, and finally that the less- 
developed world would be the scene of the 
critical struggle between Communist and 
non-Communist forces in which the side 
that mastered the secrets of people’s war 
would win.” 

Today clear historical hindsight reveals 
that the “Maoist insurgencies, or in 
Moscow’s case, wars of national libera¬ 
tion, will be supported and instigated in 
accordance with the needs and interests of 
the supporting power. No overriding 
strategy exists to orchestrate a global 
threat based on a cunning technique for 
mastering the obstacles to power in back¬ 
ward countries.” Until now every attemp¬ 
ted Communist insurgency has borne the 
stamp of inevitability. 

The origins of Washington’s counterin¬ 
surgency policies trace back to the period 
from 1948 to 1961 encompassing wars in 
Greece, the Philippines and Malaya. 
Looking at these three cases of successful 
counterinsurgency, the Kennedy advisors 
developed an exaggerated sense of the 
amount of “leverage” the U.S. could ap¬ 
ply to encourage or force a host country 
to generate effective leadership or intern^ 
reform. Unlike the U.S. in VN, the British 
in Malaya “had only themselves to con¬ 
sult and to direct.” Spontaneous internal 
leadership developed in Greece and the 



Philippines almost independently of U.S 
instigation. 

Two unresolved military dilemmas that 
revealed themselves during the counte in ■ 
surgency craze of the early 1960s « ;re 
these: ingrained in the U.S. military is the 
objective of efficiently managing all prr 
sonnel and material assets for the ultirr.ate 
purpose of concentrating forces and fii - 
power at the right time and place to ovei - 
whelm the enemy. (“Find ’em, fix ’em, 
fight ’em, finish ’em.”) Counterinsurgen¬ 
cy doctrine was reductive in that it called 
for stripping down combat units to smaB, 
lightly armed mobile forces on constant 
patrol with some larger back-up forces 
available — “but nothing as sizable as a 
division or even a brigade concentrated at 
one time and place.” 

The military response, on the other 
hand, was additive: it sought to make 
counterinsurgency combat, i.e., counter¬ 
guerrilla tactics, an addition to its other 
conventional missions. The immense fire¬ 
power organic to a conventional unit in a 
counterguerrilla role, however, was to be 
used “discriminatingly.” The alternative, 
never actualized, to using conventional 
forces in counterinsurgency was to 
designate units with counterinsurgency as 
their principal mission, “whether these 
were marines, airborne, or rangers ... 
leaving the bulk of infantry to perform its 
conventional functions in the accustomed 
manner.” 

The second dilemma involved the use of 
Special Forces. SF was organized to mo¬ 
bilize, train, and advise or lead guerrilla 
forces in a resistance or in a counterin¬ 
surgency role. In Southeast Asia originally 
under CIA auspices, SF concentrated pre¬ 
dominantly on remote area tribal minor¬ 
ities with a natural antipathy to the Com¬ 
munists. Organized minorities fighting as 
irregular auxiliaries in support of the host 
government can be an important counter¬ 
insurgency element, but SF type action by 
itself is not the complete answer. 

Misplaced reliance on SF effectiveness 
reveals the fallacy that the late Bernard 
Fall referred to as trying “to out-guerrilla 
the guerrilla,” without getting to the roots 
of the problem of weak indigenous leader¬ 
ship, legitimate populeir grievances, and a 
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politicized, and therefore ineffective, in¬ 
competent military and civil service. For 
this reason, the paramilitary branch of the 
CIA along with Special Forces contin¬ 
gents has repeatedly had a series of short¬ 
term successes, but long-term failures 
throughout the world when directly 
operating elite units outside the normal 
and generally inept command structure of 
a particular host country. 

The Vietnam War ‘‘was fought as two 
separate conflicts despite the fact it was 
only one.” The hybrid organization called 
MAC-CORDS saw the various civilian 
and advisory agencies pushing pacifica¬ 
tion programs while the military was try¬ 
ing to apply increasing increments of 
firepower against the elusive enemy, only 
to impact so severely on the civilians as to 
rupture the social fabric. The massiveness 
of U.S. military presence exacerbated pro- 
Communist nationalist feelings of the 
Vietnamese while the inexcusably poor 
psychological preparation of the iroops 
and the resulting callousness, if no< con¬ 
tempt, of the military machine toward the 
Vietnamese and their culture produced the 
exact opposite results that counterin¬ 
surgency espouses. 

While the following criticism is an 
anathema to the traditional military pro¬ 
fessional, Blaufarb suggests that the Cl 
role of the military should be subordinate 
to the civilian pacification apparatus, as 
occurred with the British in Malaya. 

Blaufarb examines the various VN pro¬ 
grams initiated or maturated under the 
direction of CORDS from 1967 to 1972, 
that followed the earlier Strategic Hamlet 
and New Life Hamlet fiascoes. These in¬ 
cluded Revolutionary Development, up¬ 
grading of Regional and Popular Forces, 
the Phoenix Program, development of 
Special Branch and Field Force Arms of 
the National Police, Census/Grievance 
and Aspiration Program, Chieu Hoi, and 
Marine Combined Action Platoons. 

The trauma of the ’68 Tet Offensive 
finally mobilized the Vietnamese, who 
under the personal direction of President 
Thieu (to his credit) accomplished a 
massive land reform plan, restored local 
government to elected village councils, 
conducted national training of hamlet and 
village leaders, created additional civilian 
militia (People’s Self-Defense Force), and 
effected local economic development. 
These efforts by 1972 essentially broke the 
back of the Vietnam insurgency as a 
“people’s war,” resulting in total shift to 
conventional warfare by the North Viet¬ 
namese. The Cl doctrine as finally evolved 
in VN could be called a partial success. 

While the populace ceased to support 
the Viet-Cong, their support of the Thieu 
government could be described as wide 
but not deep. Two critical underlying 
dilemmas remained unresolved. First was 
the urban/rural gap in which the peasant 
or villager felt totally estranged from the 
governing structure of the country. (This 
problem was a basic cause of the whole 


struggle.) Most officers and GVN officials 
came from urban-educated backgrounds. 

The strength of the Communist Party 
(in China as well as in Vietnam), on the 
other hand, rests its ability to develop 
from among peasants, workers and vil¬ 
lagers a grass roots network of leaders. It 
thrusts responsibility on a selected in¬ 
dividual, stimulates his sense of participa¬ 
tion in the decision-making process and of 
his involvement in something of national 
magnitude, and gives him a feeling of hav¬ 
ing some stake in the outcome of his ef¬ 
forts. A competitive parallel approach by 
South Vietnam never materialized. 

This touches on the second unresolved 
dilemma, that of stability vs. government 
reform. To reform a government during 
an insurgency is risky. That is, by trying to 
depoliticalize the military and civil service 
to turn them into professional organs, the 
head of government, such as Thieu, risks 
undermining his own base of support and 
creating large-scale disaffection and 
potential instability in the command 
structure. In VN, the U.S. too opted for 
stability over reform, thus reducing the 
sought-after popular support and involve¬ 
ment in government efforts. In 1969-1972 
while the overwhelming majority of South 
Vietnamese were correctly perceived as 
identifying their well-being with GVN 
rather than with the Communists, one 
essential element was missing, namely, 
their sense of involvement in the decision¬ 
making process. 

“In the end, the peasant was .left to his 
own resources, with no organization to 
speak for him above the village level. The 
government thus failed ... to create 
among the peasantry a strong, positive 
motivation to engage in the struggle on 
the official side.” 

This review thus far has focused on 
counterinsurgency as applied to Vietnam. 
Blaufarb also devotes two chapters to the 
so-called “secret war” in Laos and to 
counterinsurgency in Thailand. A short¬ 
term success, the deployment of irregular 
Meo and Lao forces, later augmented by 
over 12 Thai volunteer battalions, took a 
heavy toll of the NVA in Laos. Referred 
to by Blaufarb as a popular counterin¬ 
surgency movement, the Meo resistance to 
NVA and Pathet Lao incursions “was 
fought as no other war in American ex¬ 
perience, directed not by the military but 
by an ambassador and his staff, by a 
secret intelligence agency with the 
assistance of a relief and development 
organization.” While the war in Laos 
served as a side show to U.S. objectives in 
Vietnam, the tragedy fell in the eventual 
decimation of Meo people, and their 
ultimate abandonment by the U.S. 

Looking at the firepower fixation of the 
American military in Vietnam, the Thais 
rejected much in the U.S. counterin¬ 
surgency doctrine in theory if not in prac¬ 
tice. Thailand’s army and civil service are 
highly politicalized, ahd the jirepon- 
derance of the Royal Thai Army remains 
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in a conventional posture. Yet mainly on 
their own initiative the Thais have im¬ 
plemented some effective programs for 
the economically deficient remote areas. 
Thus far, the Communist insurgency 
while still alive in Thailand remains a 
manageable threat. 

It is hoped that this book, The Coun¬ 
terinsurgency Era, will be read by persons 
in key policy-making positions, lest the 
lessons acquired from our counterin¬ 
surgency experience be lost. 


THE HIT TEAM by David B. Tinnin 
with Dag Christensen, Dell Publishing 
Co., Inc., 1 Dag Hammarskjoid Plaza, 
N.Y. 10017. Paperback, $1.95. Copyright 
1976, 1977 by David B. Tinnin. Review by 
Mark K. Roberts. 

It often seems a fact, and to some a 
disconcerting one, that when one pub¬ 
lishes anything on Israel and the Israelis, 
objectivity must fly out the window. 
Paeans of praise are required to flow 
heavenward. At least, that appeared to be 
the case until David B. Tinnin teamed his 
investigative reporting ability with the 
literary skill of Dag Christensen. 

The Hit Team explores the realm of 
covert intelligence and direct-action mis¬ 
sions with an all-seeing eye. The anatomy 
of the creation, training, and field opera¬ 
tions of a previously little known special 
section of the Mossad Alayah Beth 
undergoes, at the hands of Tinnin and 
Christensen, a meticulous dissection that 
will delight every espionage buff, former 
member of the “business,” and armchair 
adventurer for years to come. Underlying 
the inception of this crack team of as¬ 
sassins was the step-up in PLO terrorist 
activities, beginning with Black Septem¬ 
ber’s moves in 1971. 

Perhaps it is Tinnin’s long association 
with the New York Times where editorial 
opinion and bias have long replaced ob¬ 
jective reportage — that compelled him to 
spend 48 precious pages outlining the 
origins and activities of Black September 
and the Israeli reaction to them. In par¬ 
ticular the authors dramatize the last 
fateful hours in 1972 when the infamous 
massacre of Israeli athletes in Munich 
electrified the world. Perhaps they felt it 
obligatory to justify to the reader that acts 
of terrorism — including bombings and 
assassinations — committed by agents of 
the Mossad, were necessary, even 
righteous, while the same measures under¬ 
taken by anyone else were heinous inter¬ 
national crimes. Whatever the case, once 
past this mental trampoline act, the book 
really begins to move. 

In September of 1972, following the 
horror of Munich, Prime Minister Golda 


Meir gave the go-ahead to Yariv of the 
Mossad and General Zwi Zamir to 
establish a special unit of killer squads 
who would hunt down and destroy Arab 
terrorist leaders wherever they might be. 
Despite, as much as because of, the 
tragedy of the Israeli athletes, this was a 
hard decision for Mrs. Meir to make. 

For months prior to the murder of 
Israel’s Olympic team members, General 
Zamir and others had urged this plan. 
Prime Minister Meir had resisted it, lec¬ 
turing the advocates of the plan that the 
risk to Israel’s image in the world far 
outweighed the advantages of killing a few 
Arabs. 

Historically, it should be noted that her 
objections were well founded. One of the 
contributing factors to the establishment 
of the State of Israel was the activity of 
members of the Arahgund, Young and 
tough, Arahgund agents indiscriminately 
conducted a years-long war of terrorism, 
including bombings and murders, against 
the Palestinians and British civilian and 
military targets. Through a program of 
vehement public denunciations of ter¬ 
rorist tactics, Israel had worked long and 
hard to live down this element of their 
past. U was full knowledge of this and of 
the easy brand of hypocricy that could be 
emblazoned upon Israel, that prompted 
Prime Minister Golda Meir to counter 
proponants of a hit team with these 
words: 

“You can’t guarantee me that some day 
there won’t be a mistake. Someday, some 
of our people will get caught. Then, you 
tell me: what are we going to do?” 

Now the last barriers had fallen and the 
noble first lady of Israel’s objections 
seemed frail in the face of the stream of 
coffins returning to Tel Aviv. At once, 
Zamir and Yariv set to work establishing 
their assassination aparat. Its construction 
was a model of intelligence work at its 
best. 

An “A” squad — or Aleph, for the in¬ 
itial letter in the Hebrew alphabet — 
would consist of two killers to be drawn 
either from the Mossad or the elite Israeli 
military units, whose members are in¬ 
structed in the art of silent assassination. 
The Alephs would be killing with hand¬ 
guns at close range. Since close-up killing 
can be a shattering experience, the Alephs 
would have to be highly motivated or very 
callous — or preferably both. 

The “B” squad — or Beth, for the sec¬ 
ond letter — would be made up of two 
guards and would operate as a unit with 
the Alephs. If the Alephs ran into dif¬ 
ficulties, the Beths would come to their 
rescue. Both Aleph and Beth squads 
would be forbidden to mix with the other 
members of the team so that if the killers 
or guards were ever arrested, other team 
members could not identify them, should 
they, too, be apprehended. 

Heth (for the eighth letter) would set up 
the cover that would enable the rest of the 
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team to operate without detection. It 
would be composed of two people, most 
often a man and a woman, since a couple 
attracts less suspicion than two men. The 
Heth squad would rent apartments, ar¬ 
range hotel reservations, provide rental 
cars, and supply all the other necessary 
logistic support. Since they operated out 
front, it was necessary that they be 
especially cosmopolitan and would need 
carefully devised deep covers that be¬ 
trayed no trace of Israeli connection. 

Next came Ayin (for the 16th letter) 
who would perform the central support 
role in the operation. Six to eight persons 
staffed the squad, with two crucial func¬ 
tions: 1) tracking the victim to learn his 
habits and movements in order to deter¬ 
mine the proper time and place for the hit 
and 2) providing the protective corridor 
through which the Aleph and Beth squads 
could quickly withdraw and leave the 
country. 

Lastly, Qoph (for 19th letter) would 
handle communications. Generally there 
would be two persons. One would keep in 
touch with the field team from a secret 
post near the scene of operation. The sec¬ 
ond, stationed temporarily in an Israeli 
embassy, would act as the relay between 
the post and the Mossad central in 
Western Europe, which in turn would 
provide a direct link to the Tel Aviv head¬ 
quarters. 

Step-by-step, the authors take the 
reader through the establishment and 
training of these squads of a successful hit 
team. Masterful suspense builds the ten¬ 
sion, as efficient teams are tracked 
through hits on several terrorist leaders, 
their apologists, and financiers. From the 
start of the operation, the prime target 
was Ali Hassan Salameh, architect of the 
Munich massacre. After chronicling a 
string of brilliant successes, the tempo of 
the book changes. 

In July of 1973, a message was forward¬ 
ed to Mossad headquarters in Tel Aviv 
that Ali Hassan Salameh had been located 
in Norway, residing in the small town of 
Lillehammer. Immediately all resources of 
the covert and overt sections of the 
Mossad were concentrated on making a 
touch on this most wanted of terrorist 
leaders. 

But the first string Aleph and Beth 
teams were tired, due for a rest. They had 
spent many fruitless days and weeks in the 
field in addition to their successful opera¬ 
tions. A decision was made, which the 
authors point out as unwise, to send in 
teams of knowledgeable, but untried, per¬ 
sonnel from the home office. 

Capsule biographies of each person sent 
on the mission are given along with an 
almost moment-by-moment chronology 
of the operation, from the means used to 
travel from Tel Aviv to Oslo — slipping 
into one cover after another - up to the 
final seconds of the track-down and kill. 

The results of this intense international 
manhunt will be left for the reader to 


discover. Likewise, the authors’ evalua¬ 
tion of what did and did not work. 
Removed from the aspects that make a 
good story, however, The Hit Team 
deserves further comment. 

From the standpoint of this reviewer, 
the professionalism evidenced in estab¬ 
lishing the hit teams — there were at least 
three in the field, as the authors point out 
— can not be faulted. The isolated cell 
system of organization has long ago prov¬ 
ed its value. Whenever possible, deep 
cover was established for the Heth squad 
and, through them, for Alephs and Beths. 
The choreography of each hit, as por¬ 
trayed by the authors leaves little for 
criticism. For example, the cleverly 
designed telephone bomb, having worked 
successfully once, worked again and then 
was dropped. 

The uncoordinated and sometimes 
seemingly bungling activities of the Heth 
and Ayin squads could have, provided 
one knew what to look for, resulted in 
blowing their cover and exposing the 
operation in progress. But then, the 
essence of good covert ops is that no one 
hears about your successes. Ideally, by the 
time someone makes the right connec¬ 
tions, no one is on hand to arrest and 
nothing can be proven. With the excep¬ 
tion of the final hit on Ali Hassan 
Salameh, this dictum was adhered to 
stringently. 

In summation, the Mossad operation 
was a class do. Yet — no one can gua¬ 
rantee the outcome if the coach runs in an 
armchair quarterback in the crucial final 
minutes of a game. 

From a literary standpoint, the authors 
have created a finely polished aura of 
drama, suspense, and unremitting ten¬ 
sion. The use of Israeli and Norwegian 
documents heightens the excitement. The 
only discord comes when the authors 
digress from their theme to offer 
gratuitous justification for Israeli actions. 
The most jarring of these is on page 130, 
where the authors cite the shooting down 
of a Libyan 727, in which 106 lives were 
lost. The action is taken, the authors 
allege, on the mere suspicion that the air¬ 
craft “might possibly” contain a huge 
bomb, intended for an Israeli city. The 
authors shrug this off as sufficient cause, 
while they point out the Israelis prudently 
maintained silence on the matter once 
their error was discovered. It goes along 
with the front cover published, according 
to the authors (on page 171), by an Israeli 
magazine following the attempt on Ali 
Hassan Salameh in Lillehammer, Nor¬ 
way. The cover illustrated pictures of 
Bouchiki and Salameh, with a copy slash 
reading: SORRY, WRONG MAN! That, 
my friends is chutzpah! 

All together, though. The Hit Team 
makes authoritative, exciting reading, well 
worth the cover price, to include in your 
library. We highly recommend it. 
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Continued from page 8 

C HEERS FOR SOF 

AND FIGHTING PATRIOTS ... 

Gentlemen: 

1 stumbled across Soldier of Fortune 
magazine on a local newsstand one day 
and Tve been reading it ever since. 1 am 
thankful that there is finally such a 
“sounding board” as SOF for fighting 
patriots and those who want to stand up 
and speak out for what we believe in. 

I sense in others the feeling I have had 
for years, that America has let down her 
guard and abandoned all belief in secur¬ 
ity, both national and private. I was sad¬ 
dened after reading SOF’s interview with 
Major General Singlaub (January ’79). It 
seems there are those in government today 
whose actions are not only questionable, 
but totally contradictory to American 
ideals and security, yet they persist and 
pervade. I believe that within a short time, 
we in this country, who are the true 
patriots, will be considered subversives 
and radicals by the government. 1 stand in 
awe at the tiny nation of Israel, and at her 
determination not to let anyone, regard¬ 
less of size or might, deny her what she 
fought so hard to gain: peace and secur¬ 
ity. And we, with a similar heritage, have 
chosen the role of appeasement with our 
enemies, and adopted an “If you can’t 
fight ’em” attitude. 

The fight for freedom will be con¬ 
tinued, but not by armies: by the “Min- 
uteman Militias” of this age, and that’s 
us. But we are totally insufficient, no mat¬ 
ter what our training or arsenal. Whatever 
your beliefs, only heartfelt and earnest 
prayer to an Almighty and Holy God for 
America can help her now. I suggest we 
seek Him now, before it’s too late. We all 
have something to lose if we don’t. 
Sincerely, 

D. Morgan Carey 
Greenville, SC 

A ustralians against 

MERCS ... 

Dear Sir: 

The Australian government recently in¬ 
troduced an act of Parliament legislating 
against the recruitment and/or service of 
“mercenaries,” This act, “Crimes 
(Foreign Incursions and Recruitment) Act 
1978,” passed virtually unmentioned in 
the Australian press, only warranting 
mention after a number of Croatian 
“guerrillas” were found to have a training 
camp on the southern New South Wales 
coast. A number of these men were charg¬ 
ed, the only ones to date. 

However, in the Sun-Herald (3/12/78), 
an influential Sydney newspaper, a report 
briefly stated that Australians serving as 
“mercenaries” (their word, not mine) in 
Rhodesia could be charged if, and when 
they returned, the general consensus of 
opinion being that these men are only over 
there to make a fast buck. 
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$ 28. 


Silver pure .999 

$ 7. 


Bronze 

$ 9. 


Bronze 

$ 2. 



Shipped postpaid including duties and insurance. 


SEND MONEY ORDER, CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR BANK DRAFT TO: 

P.O. BOX 390 

Stanstead, Quebec, Canada 
J0B3E0 


Canadian 

Orders 


United States 
Orders 


SKYSTALKER ENTERPRISES REG'D., 
P.O. Box 355, 

Derby Line, Vermont, U.S. 


Of special interest is the fact that precious metals (gold and silver) can be converted into cash ^t 
almost any place at any time. Medallions can also be used for ID discs. 

ALLOW 4 to 6 WEEKS DELIVERY 
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Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephpne conversations in 
your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape record¬ 
er and your telephone or telephone 
LINE. Starts automatically when 
phone is answered. Records both 
sides of phone conversation. Stops 
recorder when phone is hung up. This 
device is not an answering service. 
Call (305) 725-1000 or send $18.95 + 
$1.00 shipping to USI Corp., P.O. Box 
S2052, Melbourne, FI 32901. COD's 
Accept. For catalog of transmitters, 
voice scramblers and other specialty 
items enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


Approx. 1 cu. in. 
Qt. Disc. Avail. 


$ 18.95 


The MARK II operates directly from a 
microphone or from any tape recorder 
providing an instantaneous digital display 
of stress reactions of the speaker. 

Ten years of intensive research & devel¬ 
opment has resulted In a revolutionary 
new electronic digital device providing an 
instantaneous numeric value of stress in 
speech. 

Applications include pre-employment 
screening, poMce and security investiga¬ 
tions, insurance adjustment, internal loss 
prevention. 

L.E.A specializes In developing high 
quality electronic aids for specialized 
applications. 

Our scientific Investigatory and coun¬ 
termeasure equipment are currently being 
used throughout the world by large and 
small companies and police departments 
who require guaranteed performance. 


ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS DISTRIBUTED 


Please write for our complete catalog. 

Enclose $3.00 U.S., $5.00 overseas for postage. Refundable first order. 


ELECTRONIC 
SECURITY* 

©Diiir™ 


UDMlRfl 


LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

88 Holmes St. Belleville. NJ., U.S.A. 07109 
(201) 751-0001 Cable; LEA 


• Attflche Case Recorder • Miniature Recorders 

• Body Armour • Night Vtsiop Systems 

• Body Transmitter • Parabolic Microphone 

• Countermeasures Equipment • Scramblers 

• Identification Equipment • Telephone Recorders 

• Investigatiwe Devices • Vehicle Followers 

• Mark H Voice Analyser « Weapons Detectors 


In closing, I hope that the above infor¬ 
mation may be of some value to your 
readers or to yourselves and would like to 
congratulate you and your staff on an ex¬ 
cellent and most informative publication. 
Yours sincerely, 

Graham Russell 
Australia 

Looks like Bureaucrats: 1; Individ¬ 
ualists: 0, — The Eds, 

N o GO 

FOR .223 ... 

Sirs: 

I agree fully with Chuck Taylor on the 
unsuitability of the .223 round for the 
military. Eyen when handloaded and fired 
from a bolt action rifle, the .223 round is 
but a minimal killer on even coyote. Pene¬ 
tration is poor even with hot handloads 
pushing a 60-grain bullet. The .223 is com¬ 
pletely inferior to the 7.62 NATO round. 
Vd never think of hunting elk with the 
.223, but wouldn’t have any hesitation us¬ 
ing a .308. 

The U.S. armed forces should fight to 
bring back the .30 cals. Just builds better 
“bush” gun for them. If I were forced to 
fight in the jungle, I’d have to say, “make 
mine a Thompson.” Sending the .223 
Rem. to war is sending an infarit to do a 
man’s job. Keep telling it like it is, Chuck. 
SOF is a first-class magazine. 

Brian G. Blase 

Rapid City, South Dakota 


M ike hoare’s 

PROJECT OFF ... 

Sir: 

In reference to the January 1979 SOF, I 
wish to thank you for another outstanding 
issue. I am particularly interested in “The 
Wild Geese Fly Again.” In this article, 
Venter stated that Col. Hoare was either 
forming or was going to form an anti¬ 
hijacker squad. This type of lifestyle ap¬ 
peals to me more than being a diesel 
engine mechanic.... 

Thank you, 

Randy Coverington 
San Antonio, Texas 
To the best of our knowledge. Col, 
Hoare's project has not materialized, — 
The Eds, 


C ANAL SELLOUT 
BADGE ... 

Gentlemen: 

I thought you might like to see what 1 
sent to the 68 who voted to give away our 
canal: 

“On March 16 of this year, you voted 
against the majority of American people 
and for the interests of our enemies, when 
you voted to give away our Canal. 
Although your vote will forever brand 
you as a coward and a traitor, I wanted 
you to have a visual reminder.” 

Enclosure: one button reading, “My 
Panama Canal Badge of Dishonor.” 
Kenneth G. Paynter 
Lubbock, Texas 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 13 

S OVIET TANK 

NEAR COMPLETION ... 

The Soviets’ new prototype tank, due 
to replace the T-72, will soon be ready for 
testing. Whether it will be called the T-80 
or T-82 is still open to debate. 

The T-72, the Soviet’s current heavy 
battle tank, was preceded by two proto¬ 
types, the T-64 and T-72. If this pattern 
holds, the new tank will be called the 
T-82. 

Whatever its final designation, the new 
tank upgrades its predecessor’s attack 
capabilities. Although its main gun will be 
the same as the T-72’s, a 125mm, its fire¬ 
power will be increased by a new laser 
guidance system, giving the Russians a 
new first-round hit capability. This new 
guidance system is sophisticated even by 
western standards. The T-80 will also in¬ 
corporate a new hydropneumatic suspen¬ 
sion system. 

More problems for NATO ... 

J ESUIT MISSIONARY 

SLAIN IN RHODESIA ... 

The Catholic church recently reported 
that a white Roman Catholic missionary 
was shot dead on 27 December 1978 at the 
Kangaire Mission northeast of Mount 
Darwin, Rhodesia. 

The missionary was identified as the 
Rev. Gerhard Pieper, a 38-year-old Ger¬ 
man Jesuit from Berlin. Church sources 
said it was not known who was responsi¬ 
ble for the death of Father Pieper, the 
first missionary reported killed since June 
1978. 

On 27 June, two German Jesuits, the 
Rev. Gregor Riccard, 48, and Brother 
Bernhard Lisson, 69, were shot at St. 
Rupert’s Mission in the Sinoia area west 
of Salisbury. Both church and military 
authorities attributed their deaths to black 
guerrillas. 

R hodesians to lobby 

ON CAPITOL HILL ... 

The Washington Post reports that a 
high-ranking white Rhodesian govern¬ 
ment official has said, “Britain is a spent 
force and what really counts for us now is 
Capitol Hill.” 

Rhodesian foreign-policy makers cal¬ 
culate that around 42 U.S. senators are 
now favorably disposed to lifting 
economic sanctions against Rhodesia or at 
least to buying Rhodesian chrome, an 
estimate that congressional sources agree 
may not be too far off. 

If so, Rhodesian lobbyists need win 
over only a handful of additional senators 
to get the Senate to agree to lift sanctions 
wholly or in part. Pro-Rhodesian senti¬ 
ment in the new House is more difficult to 
measure, however. 

One possible candidate for the Rhode¬ 
sian lobbying campaign is John Car- 
bough, a top aide to conservative Sen. 


DEFEND YOURSELF 



mHMAYR. 



SIGNATURE 
AUTO GRIPS 


Improves accuracy... absorbs 
recoil . . . improves "Grip 
Security" in any combat situa¬ 
tion or weather condition. 
Models for Coit .45, S&W 39 
and 59, Browning Hi Power 
and Walther PP and PPK/S 
autos. 

At your dealers or write us. 

^1220 S0UTT< GRAND AVENUE • LOS ANGELES, CAIIF. 90015 


CONVERT TO SELECTIVE FIRE 


SEMI 



One Shadow Publication allows you to convert one 
of the.following guns to full automatic fire. Ml Car¬ 
bine to M2. MIA to M14, AR-15 to M16, HK-91 to G3, r —\ 

AR180 to AR-18, Mini-14 to full. With each publica¬ 
tion you get: SAFE 

• Complete step by step instructions 

• Quality diagrams 

• Address for parts, costs, how to order 

• Select fire — safe, semi, auto 

• No gunsmith needed 

• All work is “simple at home" type except Ml4 and Mlnl-14 

• Machinist drawings when required 

• Same-day shipping 

Send $15 cash or money order to Shadow Publications. The Shadow says 
“Don’t steal one — make It!” 

SIMPLE, EFFECTIVE, SILENCER 

This Shadow Publication allows anyone to make an effective 22 rifle silencer. 
It takes only minutes and costs less than a dollar. All parts are legal to buy and 
common. Send $5 cash or money order to Shadow Publications. 

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE VELET EXPLODING BULLETS. 

SHADOW PUBLICATIONS: North 6809 Lincoln 
Spokane, WA 99208 (509) 326-5283 


VELET EXPLODING BULLETS 


BULLETS OR CARTRIDGES 



Pk. 

Pk. 


Whole¬ 

Caliber 

Cart. 

Bull. 

Retail 

sale 

.25 AGP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.32 AGP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.380 AGP 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

9mm P 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.38 Spci. 

8 

16 

9.50 

7.60 

.41 Mag 

8 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

.44 SpcI. 

8 

16 

10.50 

8.40 

.44 Mag 

8 

16 

11.50 

9.20 

.45 AGP 

10 

20 

10.50 

8.40 

.7mm Rem Mag 

4 

8 

10.50 

8.40 

30 Garbine 

10 

20 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-.30 Win. 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.30-06 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.308 Win (Nato) 

4 

8 

9.50 

7.60 

.357 Mag. 

8 

16 

10.50 

8.40 



9mm 

VELET 

CUTAWAY 


> Each bullet has a recessed impact fuse. 

> Explosive charge under fuse 

> Legal in all states except California. 

• Production and sales for 20 months. 

> Detonate on hard surfaces reducing richochet. 

• Low penetration - super shocking power. 

> Safe in loading ramps - safe in modern guns. 

> Instantly lethal in chest cavity - no exiting. 

' Will not detonate when dropped, stepped on, etc- 
' See story Jan. 1978 Soldier of Fortune 
- Chuck Taylor, 


BATF^ 


*BURY ALL THY FIREARMS 
(THE ELEVENTH COMMANDMENT) 


THE MIDNIGHT PLANTER SURVIVAL CAPSULE 
I The Midnight Planter Survival Capsule it the most secure 

end reliable method for storing your turvivei equipment. 
Rifles, emmo, food, equipment, gold and silver — anything 
you want to protect from thieves, looters, or our friendly 
government. 

The Midnight Planter Survival Capsule is a specially 
manufactured plastic, designed for long-term underground 
burial. It is unbreakable, non-magnetic, impervious to soil, 
gas, oil, chemicals, water (totally - permanently waterproof], 
and it is non corrosivel It protects your valuables from 
deterioration white It protects them from theft. 

Eich survival capsule comas with complete packing 
instructions for guns, ammo, food end water. Wo have 
burriad these capsules for over three years containing guns 
snd food with campiete success. We also supply anti-metel 
detector Informetion. 

We attach a strap around both ends of the capsule and 
carry ft )ust like e rifle over our shoulders. This allows you to 
move it to e good burial sight or to carry it tn an emergency 
to where you can open It. 


Signed FFL required for ammo only 
Wholesale price list $50 min. order on ammo. 
No COD - send SASE for info. 

Velet pays shipping in 48 states. 
VELET CARTRIDGE CO. 

N. 6809 Lincoln / Spokane, WA 99208 
(509) 326-5283 


t) 

This 6" x 40'* capsule can hold the following: 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 


1) A Ruger Mini-4 .223 rifle 

2) Six 30 round magazines loaded 
(180 rounds] 

3) A Colt 45 auto and belt with 4 
magazines (35 rounds) 

4) Canteen, one month's supply of 
survival tabs (food). 

5) Camp, hat. smock and pants. 

6} Compass and maps. 

7) Knife. 

8) First Aid Kit 

9) Fishing line and hooks. 

10) Rain poncho - tent. 


You may order any length up to 
6 feet. The price for three feat Is 
for any length up to three feet. 3 
feet: $36,95; 4 feet: $39.95, 5 
feet; $42.50; 6 feet: $46.50. All 
prices F.O.B. Spokane, Washing¬ 
ton. Your sale is confidential — 
we destroy your order six weeks 
after shipment. Washington resi¬ 
dents add S.1% sales tax. Specify 
length (at least 1" more than rifle 
length). 
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World’s largest 
suppliers 
of gun parts 


NEW 

for 


79 


8th 
EDITION 
CATALOG #8 ONLY $2.95 


this catalog “THE LARGEST EVER” - page after 
page of many difficult and hard to find hew and 
obsolete parts, stocks and barrels. 



LORAY KNIFE SHARPENER 


Anyone can sharpen a knife to a razor edge "If'' you 
can hold the exact same angle stroke after each stroke. 


But, most of us can't. 


$24.95 includes — 
clamp — HI-hone holder 
honing oil and 1 each 
coarse, medium and fine 
honing stones and case 

Extra coarse stone $3.97 
Extra f ine stone - $5.95 









Features: 

• The exact same angle stroke 

after stroke 

• Can re-edge even chipped 

and brbken edges 

• Change the angle on any 

knife 

• Will sharpen even the 

toughest steels — 
stainless or high carbon 

• A perfect edge every time 

• Everything you need in 

convenient high impact 
plastic case. 


Can change angle 


I of any Blade 

HORIZON INDUSTRIES 
P.O. Box 18859—Dept. SF 
Irvine, CA 92713 
Tel. #714 835-7232 
CALIF. RES. ADD 6% SALESTAX 
SEND $1.00 for fascinating catalog of 
cross bows and related items 



WHO KNOWS 
WHAT 
EVIL.. 


Prepare yourself 
with Shadow 
ultra-concealable rig for 
mini derringers. The soft 
biack leather pocket wraps around 
your ankle, leg, wrist or arm and is held 
securely in place with a Velcro Closure. 
You’ll never know you have it on... 

‘till you need it. 


NOW AVAILABLE: 

TYPE I - For .22s & .22 LR 
Mini Derringers - 11.95 
TYPE II-For Small 
Frame Autos; Colt, 
Bauer, etc. - 14.95 
Type hi - For 
Detective Special, 
Chief, etc. - 19.95 


SHADOW SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 28222 SOF 
ATLANTA, GA. 30328 


Jesse Helms (R-NC). Carbough is re¬ 
ported to have been the mastermind be¬ 
hind the 1978 manuevefing to get Con¬ 
gress to pass pro-Rhodesian amendments. 

We urge you to write yoUr senator and 
congressman, letting them know that the 
American people support the Rhodesian 
government. 

T BOATERS ANNUAL 
REUNION SLATED ... 

The 1979 PT Boaters reunion will be 
held Labor Day weekend (31 August-3 
September) in Phoenix, Arizona, at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel. Activities will range 
from business sessions to A.W.O.L. par¬ 
ties. For more info, write Joe Hughey, 
Ron 28, c/o PT Boats, Inc., P.O. Box 
li)9, Memphis, TN 38101. 

PT Boats, Inc., is a nonprofit corpora¬ 
tion which supports the PT Boat Museum 
and Library in Battleship Cove, Fall 
River, Massachusetts, rebuilds and ex¬ 
hibits PT boats, and prepares and displays 
memorabilia and artifacts which tell the 
history of PT boats. 

R hodesian 

VIEWPOINT ... 

A most interesting newsletter, Rhode¬ 
sian Viewpoint, is available free of charge 
from the Rhodesian Information Office, 
2852 McGill Terrace, NW, Washington, 
D.C. 

T hey DYED for 

THEIR COUNTRY ... 

Pat Brody of Sacramento, California, 
called our offices last week to report that, 
according to UPI, “White Isn’t Right in 
Rhodesian Army.” 

Seems that Rhodesia’s Grey’s Scouts 
were given 10 horses by a group of South 
African citizens. However, the horses 
were white and therefore of no use in the 
bush. 

Since hair dye was in short supply local¬ 
ly, the first experiments turned out a bit 
too colorfully: One primrose yellow 
horse, one orange, one purple, and one 
violet. Finally, Lt. Col. Mick McKenna 
and two army vets came up with a proper 
coloring agent: The 10 horses are now 
tinted chestnut brown and their white 
roots will show only after two weeks in the 
bush. 


TERRADfSt 

SmiKTKXI 

Continued from page 18 
With such a small size despite the 
weight, the Lawman two-inch kicks like a 
mule with full-house .357 Magnum loads, 
yet the Lawman is built tough enough to 
take it. 

What good, one might ask, is such a 
short-barreled blaster with such a power¬ 
ful ceu-tridge? To answer that, one must 
look back to the philosophy which pro- 
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mulgated such guns a half-century or bet¬ 
ter ago. If the need to use the Lawman 
two-inch arises, think of the effect. The 
muzzle flash would be enormous, perhaps 
enough to inflict burns at truly close 
range. The noise effect on unprotected 
eardrums is unbelievable. And, with a car¬ 
tridge such as the fine Federal 158-grain 
semi-jacketed soft point .357, the close 
range effect with a solid body hit would be 
tremendous. At worst, a miss could so 
upset an adversary as to possibly buy a 
few tenths of a second for a follow-up 
shot. 

Most old-fashioned defense shooting 
ideas are these days pretty much dis¬ 
counted. Perhaps the idea represented by 
the Lawman two-incher should be re¬ 
thought. The Lawman is not hard to find 
at a local gunshop for around $200.00, If 
you do elect the Lawman, remember to 
buy some earplugs — just in case you have 
to use it! 

Tl hough President Carter and his ad¬ 
visors haven’t sought me out yet, I think I 


just might have the solution for the infla¬ 
tion problem — in all seriousness. After 
careful consideration the following plan 
came to mind and although it might need 
some refinement, the essentials are these. 
The government should abolish individual 
personal income tax — completely. If not 
completely, let’s say at least for anyone 
making under $25,000. Social Security 
taxes for individuals should be abolished, 
unless self-employed. Corporations 
should pick up 100% of the Social Securi¬ 
ty tax and be allowed to wholly deduct the 
tax as an operating cost on corporate tax 
returns, thus saving money. 

Obviously, some Federal programs 
would have to be cut back, such as 
research on eye pigmentation in frogs in¬ 
digenous to Europe, etc. But worthwhile 
programs could still be funded through 
corporate income tax revenues and addi¬ 
tional tax functions of the government. 

The results would be spectacular. 
Workers would not need to strike for 
higher wages — they’d actually receive all 
the money they earn each week. Corpora¬ 


tions would profit enormously through 
the added spending power of the Amer¬ 
ican worker. This could stimulate employ¬ 
ment. It would be almost like a free 
economy again, with nearly all the advant¬ 
ages, and there would still be enough taxa¬ 
tion to run the government. If the govern¬ 
ment desired, once the program were in¬ 
augurated, it might be profitable to put a 
temporary freeze on wage and price hikes. 
It could be gradually lifted since few of 
either would be necessary. 

Prices would gradually, naturally rise as 
the cost of production rose. Wages would 
gradually rise with these prices. But gone 
would be the inflationary game of one- 
upsmanship now being played — and the 
peril it makes for the American economy. 
If anyone of official importance reads 
this, I doubt I’ll be instantly elevated to 
Presidential advisory status. The whole 
problem with my plan is that it is flexible 
and makes sense. Both qualities rule it out 
completely. 


. \ 



45° Spotting Scope 
22x60 mm 
$117.00 ppd. 


Brown Telescopies 

558 Miller Drive 
Elgin, IHjnois60120 


MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY! $6.00 

Plus 50^ handling 

Aluminum paperweight $3.00 
50*^ handling. 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Mot intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Depf. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 




ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 

Clips on anywhere. 

Monitors phone conversation. 

Undetected while testing. 

Flip switch and place calls. 

Green Plastic as pictured 
Black Rubber — (Not shown) 

Don’t Leave Home Without It! 

$85.00 Ins.&P.PD. 

Money Orders, Visa & Master 
Charge, Send $1.00 for Catalog 

TEL-TEST 


P.O. Box 278, Butler, Ohio 44822 


ELITE FORCES RANGER KNIFE - $5.95 


Indestructible one-preco Survival Blade, produced in limited quantities loi 
Special Units all over ine Wofid< Worn as a Sleeve or Boot Knrie lor Combat 
Hunting or Throwing SpecW CoMcolor's Catalog • S2.2S contains selections ol 
Historical and Miiiiary'Equipment. Frontier and Wikterness Survival Tools. Com¬ 
bat Knives Tomanawks. Throwing Axes. Crossbows, and Hunting Items 


mr « 


SPECIAL FORCES BOOT KNIFE--S3.98 

The ooiy Knrte with the Regular Edges al t Combat Weapon that can be 
tor Long Range Throwing. A Leather Sheath cornea with this Rugged On*. 
Piece Ranger Knife. Designed wdh Rigid Government Standards tor UnNa 
Operating Deep In Querllla-lntosted Junglae. Now avallabte to you ^ a third 
of the cost. 



Carried by Marines, Paratroopers, and Elite Special Strike Units. 
Whether Used to CUI Cords on a Parachute Harness or as a Weapon for 
Defense. In Critical Situalions.'Crusader is King'" No-Stip Finger-Gnp 
Handle with Rugged Back-Lock makes it a Dependable Friend in a Crisis' 
Available as Genuine Issue in Short Supply Only' 

WESTERN AND ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARMS CO. 

Dept W4 PO Bo*311. Aurora. CO 80040 




The NEW Incomparable 

SMAI-DCO 

A unique leg-sheathed knife with a 
Velcro closure system for utmost 
concealability. The 4 ^ ounce suede 
leg wrap Is so comfortable you'll for¬ 
get it is there. The polished blade, 
hollow-ground knife is superbly 
hand-crafted of heat treated 440-C 
steel. Knife unit is 5" long, Me" thick 
and weighs less than 2 ounces. A 
functional tool for outdoorsmen, or 
as a Weapon for personal defense & 
evasive tactics—easily removed for 
Instant use! The SKIN-DCX) comes 
with an extra suede sheath with 
Velcro closure adaptable to boots, 
pocketbooks, or anywhere! 

ORDER YOURS TODAY! 

Complete with 
two sheaths: 


$2993 

plus $1.00 for postage and insurance. 


PHONE 404-943-9336 (24 hour service) 


BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. Box 108-L 

Powder Springs, Georgia 30073 


V 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Jungle Living 

kY Capt Fred M Beiger 8c 11 Witt) W IMaeius 



This article, reprinted with permission 
from the November-December issue o/In¬ 
fantry, the Professional Magazine for In¬ 
fantrymen, is one of a series of training 
notes prepared in 1977 by members of the 
3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry, after the bat¬ 
talion returned to Fort Benning following 
three weeks of training at the Army’s 
Jungle Operations Training Center 
(JOTC), Fort Sherman, Canal Zone, 

In the jungle, before a unit goes on a 
combat mission, its commander must 
know how long the mission is expected to 
last and what extra equipment, if any, his 
soldiers must take with them. Generally 
speaking, if the mission is expected to last 
less than 24 hours, he should not have his 
soldiers carry their ALICE packs. Their 


standard load-bearing equipment (LBE), 
with certain modifications, should suffice. 

Each soldier should carry at least two 
canteens of water on his LBE, and should 
also have with him his allotment of am¬ 
munition, a poncho, a compass (if avail¬ 
able), an entrenching tool, a bayonet, and 
a first aid pack with two burn packets. 
(The soldiers can use M60 ammunition 
bandoliers or socks to carry their rations 
in, although they will have to use safety 
pins or some similar devices to keep the 
socks closed.) 

During waterborne or night operations, 
we found it advisable to have each soldier 


attach his weapon to himself by a five- 
foot “dummy cord” to keep the weapon 
from being lost if he fell or went under the 
water. We also taped our holsters and 
bayonet sheaths so they would not pull 
loose from our belts. (Sketch 1.) 

For missions that were expected to last 
longer than 24 hours, or for missions that 
required soldiers to carry excessive 
weights such as demolitions, we used the 
ALICE pack with frame. (Sketch 2.) 

We paid particular attention to the way 
packs were loaded so that items needed on 
short notice were readily available. Also, 
because of its construction, the ALICE 



























pack has many features that permit the 
carrying of additional equipment. For ex¬ 
ample, we found that a 120-foot rope 
could be carried under the straps that seal 
the large compartment. We placed the 
rope between the two straps and the flap 
that covers the main compartment. LAWs 
could also be placed between the two 
straps. 

Additional equipment could also be 
carried in the equipment hangers (webbed 
loops and webbing with eyelets) and 
fastened with slidekeepers. Hooks are 
available on the sides of the pack and 
above the pockets for carrying equipment 
on the outside of the pack. 

We did not use the pockets and the 
main compartnient for carrying such 
items as a machete. Rather, we slid the 
machete in its sheath down through the 
tunnel behind a pocket and fastened it to 
the hanger above the pocket with a slide- 
keeper or with hooks. We also found that 
if we put those items we used most fre¬ 


quently in the three outer pouches we 
could save ourselves time and trouble. 

For instance, the two outer pouches will 
hold two C-ration meals, 240 rounds of 
Ml6 ammunition, three pairs of dry 
socks, shaving gear, heat tabs, and other 
small items. (These items and many of the 
other items carried by the soldier should 
be kept in properly sealed waterproof 
bags at all times.) 

We used the central portion of the 
ALICE pack to carry dther bulky items or 
things we did not need on short notice. 
We also did our packing in reverse order 
— our underwear, socks, towels, and ex¬ 
tra fatigues went in first; then we put in 
our rations, except for one meal, and 
followed them with our sleeping gear 
(poncho liner, air mattress or hammock, 
and poncho, if it was not already on the 
LBE.) (Sketch 3.) 

Finally, we packed our one ration meal 
and any additional combat equipment we 
had with us. To keep our clothing dry, we 



SKETCH 4 


found it best not to trust our issue water¬ 
proof bag alone; when we could, we used 
two such bags. (Sketch 4.) 

We found, too, that there was a definite 
lack of agreement as to whether the ham¬ 
mock should be used in the jungle. The in¬ 
structors at the JOTG favored the air 
matress because of its low silhouette; they 
also felt that a soldier could react better to 
a threatening situation if he was on a mat¬ 
tress rather than in a hammock. 

We did find, though, that if the ham¬ 
mock was slung tight and low and if we 
used spacer bars, the hammock presented 
a silhouette that was almost as low as the 
air mattress. The hammock also kept us 
off the ground and was much lighter to 
carry. 

During the rainy season, obtaining 
water is seldom a problem in the jungle, 
but when members of a watering party are 
filling canteens they should put purifica¬ 
tion tablets in all of them. (This saves the 
party from having to tell each soldier that 
yes, his water is safe to drink.) 

If the soldiers found the purified water 
unpalatable, they could use iced tea 
powder or some other instant drink mix to 
cover the taste.. We found, too, that 
plastic baby bottles were ideal containers 
in which to carry the powders and mixes. 
(These bottles coiild also be used to carry 
other items that might be damaged by 
water — rice, flashlight batteries, and the 
like.) 

After the soldiers ate their rations, we 
had them cut the bottom from the cans, 
flatten them, and then bury them. If for 
some reason we could not bury the cans, 
we carried them out with us. 

There are many other tricks that can be 
used to make operating in the jungle 
easier. Most of them are already known to 
most of our soldiers. All they need is to 
know how to adapt them to a jungle en¬ 
vironment. 
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Continued from page 25 
both as a carry gun and stand the hard 
campaigning that combat pistol $hooting 
requires. Having carried the full size Colt 
.45 daily, 1 find the Commander a wel¬ 
come change. The weary feeling that 
would follow a long day with the five-inch 
Government pistol is rarely noticed with 
the Commander. I shoot my LW Com¬ 
mander once a month, usually 20 to 30 
rounds. It is reliable, hard hitting, and ac¬ 
curate, My favorite practice exercise with 
it is the “El Presidente.“ My scores with 
the Commander vary only slightly from 
the full size gun. 

With these minor modifications, the 
cost of gun plus work is around $300.00. 
Had a trigger job been necessary, $20.00 
would have had to have been added to the 
cost. For the money, the Lightweight 
Commander .45 is my ideal general- 
purpose sidearm. 

TThE Pacific International Merchandis¬ 
ing Corp., 2215 J St., Sacramento, CA 
95818, offers a stainless steel .45 receiver 
for those that wish to assemble their own 
pistol, using a variety of surplus or newly 
made custom parts. Price of the Vega 
frame is $59.95. I have worked on a cou¬ 
ple of guns built up, using the Vega brand 
frame marketed by this firm. The ex¬ 
amples that I have seen were well made 
and assembled easily with standard Colt 
parts. The frame appears to be an invest¬ 
ment casting finished with quality 
machine work. The sides of the frame are 
surface ground for a smooth finish, while 
its edges have been lightly sand blasted to 
give a satin finish. 

My experience with various frames 
available over the past few years has not 
been good. Until now, I would not con¬ 
sider building up a gun on any frame but a 
Colt commercial or GI issue. The Vega 
has impressed me enough to start work on 
a Combat .45 of my own. When one at¬ 
tempts to build a gun up out of parts, he 
should be careful of their source. Many 
Gl surplus parts are ones that failed to 
pass the government inspectors and were 
then sold as scrap. Due to the demand for 
.45 auto parts, many dealers have sold 
these parts for first quality. A number of 
newly made .45 auto parts are being of¬ 
fered by manufacturers trying to cater to 
the .45 pistol craze. Remember that any 
part that is critical to function or safety is 
best taken from a proven source or a Colt 
parts distributor. 

RACTICAL combat shooters use dif¬ 
ferent recoil springs in their Colt .45 
autos. For years target shooters have used 
special soft recoil springs to make their 
target guns function with reduced charge 
wadcutter ammo. Combat shooters use a 
steady diet of loads that come close to or 
even exceed hardball factory ammo. To 
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keep the pistol in tune and save.it from 
peening out with the pounding that these 
loads hand out, a special recoil spring is in 
order. I use only the 18 ‘/ 2 -pound version 
manufactured by W.C. Wolff Company, 
P.O. Box 232, Ardmore, PA 19003. Walt 
Wolff is a genius in the gun spring 
business. His work is top notch and is sold 
by most gunsmith supply firms 
throughout the country. 

Many people don’t realize that it is a 
good idea to replace the recoil spring 
every so often. 1 change mine after 4000 to 
5000 rounds. This way the spring doesn’t 
fatigue enough to allow the gun to peen 
the slide or frame. The stock spring in the 
Government model is 16 pounds. Adding 
Wait Wolff’s 18‘/ 2 -pound version helps to 
make the pistol feed more positive and 
doesn’t jar the internal parts the way the 
20 to 22-pound springs do. As a matter of 
fact, the heavier 20 to 24-pound spring 
kits give more felt recoil as a result of the 
accelerated movement of the slide going 
forward in the functioning cycle. 

With these heavy-spring kits comes a 
heavy-duty firing-pin spring also. It off¬ 
sets the faster movement of the slide clos¬ 
ing and-keeps the inertia firing pin from 
moving forward. I find the advantage 
with the heavy firing-piri spring is that it 
keeps tension on the firing-pin stop and 
prevents this part’s nasty habit of drop¬ 
ping down during firing and causing the 
slide not to return to battery. 

Many shooters install the really heavy 
recoil spring kits (20-22-24 pound), think¬ 
ing that they are retarding the extracting 
cycle of the slide and thus reducing recoil 
and saving the gun. Sounds good; how¬ 
ever, that really isn’t the case. In a recoil- 
operated pistol like the 1911, the prirhe ac¬ 
tion retardant is the cam action of the 
slide recocking the hammer under the ten¬ 
sion of the mainspring. The next time you 
are urged to cut a few coils off the ham¬ 
mer mainspring to help give a nice smooth 
effect to your trigger job, remember that 
you are then increasing the recoil and 
pounding that the pistol must take during 
functioning. The Colt Gold Cup comes 
from the factory with a lighter than nor¬ 
mal mainspring to help the gun function 
easier under the recoil of the light target 
ammo that this pistol is designed to han¬ 
dle. The Commander models have a 
heavier than standard mainspring to slow 
down the faster than normal slide move¬ 
ment caused by the short slide stroke in 
peak inertia. 

John Browning was an expert in the 
most basic sense. His design was well 
thought out. Anytime you start changing 
things inside his guns, be sure you under¬ 
stand what they do and why. 
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fVe recently received the September 
1978 issue of Znamenonosets (Standard 
Bearer) magazine, the USSR's official 
journal of the Defense Ministry, and have 
translated **£>eath-Bearing *Wild 
Geese, which appeared on pages 38-39. 

fVe've noted omitted material by 
ellipses since the data on Robert K. 
Brown and Soldier of Fortune, printed in 
full, are representative of the article in its 
entirety. 

Although many charges are made by 
Znamenonosets, we'll answer its mingling 
of truth, half truth, and outright lies by il¬ 
lustration rather than by point-by-point 
refutation, taking our publisher's calling 
card and the paragraph on SOF's circula¬ 
tion for examples. 

Brown's calling card does indeed iden¬ 
tify him as a lieutenant colonel, U.S.A.R. 
Because the Cyrillic alphabet changes let¬ 
ters (R beconies P, for instance), and 
because the Russians may not be familiar 
with American alphabet soup, we'll be 
generous and classify their transformation 
of the U.S. Army, Reserves, into the U,S. 
Air Force as simple confusion. (We hope 


Above: Reproduction of photo introduction to 
article. Below: Cover of Znamenonosets in 
which article appeared. 


3HAMEH0CEU*S] 



they make the same mistake on the bat¬ 
tlefield.) 

Col. Brown does indeed have a master's 
degree in political science from C. U. Here 
in the Rocky Mountain West we all know 
that C.U. means the University of Col¬ 
orado — but it could indeed be mistaken 
for City University or even Catholic 
University in Washington, D.C. Knowing 
what the letters mean depends on where 
you, come from and (our) C. U. will be 
crushed to learn that it's not yet a great 
enough university that the Russians have 
heard of it. However, after a point, con¬ 
fusion becomes ridiculous: Even the Rus¬ 
sians should know the difference between 
C.C. and C.U. 

Unwittingly, Znamenonosets came 
closest to the truth in declaring that 
modesty is not one of Col. Brown's at¬ 
tributes: It isn't. 

Finally, we come to Soldier of Fortune. 
Except for getting its figures wrong, 
Znamenonosets zeroed in on our success. 
Founded as a quarterly in 1975, with a 
first printing of approximately 7500, 
we're now a monthly magazine with a 
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print run of approximately 170,000 per 
issue. Our price never **soared** to $2 a 
copy, however. It started at that figure 
and we are trying to keep it there. 

This brief untangling of fact from fan¬ 
tasy should prepare you for the rest of 
Znamenonosets* ''expose,** We hope you 
get as many laughs as we did! 

“Remember, should you be met by 
women and children, begging you for 
mercy on their knees — shoot, don’t 
hesitate ...” 

No, these words are not taken from an 
order issued by some Hitlerite cutthroat 
during WW II. They were uttered by the 
American Michael Hoare, better known 
as “Wild Mike” or “Colonel,” a name 
that is still damned by thousands of 
widows and orphans throughout Africa. 

They don’t like being called “Mercen¬ 
aries,” but it’s different being referred to 
as “Professional Soldiers,” “Wild 
Geese,” “Adventurers,” or simply as 
“Gentlemen of Fortune.” When asked 
why murder has become their profession, 
they usually answer with such memorized 
stereotypes as “To struggle against Com¬ 
munism,” “To annihilate Red Terror¬ 
ists,” or “to save Western Civilization.” 
To them human blood has the value of 
water; they spill it without thinking twice 
wherever they are sent. In the early ’50s it 
was Korea, then Vietnam, Algeria, the 
Congo, and Angola. Now there is a great 
demand for their services in Rhodesia 
which is ablaze with the flames of the Na¬ 
tional Liberation struggle by the Zimbab- 
wian people. 

Bourgeois propaganda, on both sides of 
the ocean, is not sparing efforts to con¬ 
vince the world that the West is striving 
for a quick and equitable satisfaction of 
the demands of the native population of 
that portion of the African Continent. 

Meanwhile, against the background of 
this political self-advertisement, the 
racists, with the full support of influential 
allies in the Capitalist world, have launch¬ 
ed a wide campaign aimed at strengthen¬ 
ing their assault troop units. More than 30 
percent of Rhodesian Army personnel is 
now composed of white mercenaries. The 
recruitment of mercenaries for the strug¬ 
gle against National Liberation Move¬ 
ments in Africa is being conducted fever¬ 
ishly in the United States, England, the 
German Federal Republic, and several 
other Western countries.... 

The calling card of this gentleman states 
“Robert K. Brown, Lieutenant Colonel, 
United States Air Force, concurrently 
Master of Political Science at City Col¬ 
lege,” but the card does not state the real 
reason for this gentleman’s fame and it’s 
not because of modesty on his part either. 
The fact is that in the early 1960s Brown 
was training Cuban emigres in the Ever¬ 
glades camps of Florida, preparing them 
for the invasion of that island of 
Freedom. Later the “concurrent Master” 
preached the ideas of the “Free World” 
by dropping CBUs on defenseless Viet¬ 
namese peasants. Later yet, after being 


recruited by the CIA, Brown completed a 
“peace mission” to Peru. Today Robert 
K. Brown is the editor of Soldier of For¬ 
tune magazine or, as proclaimed by its 
subtitle, “A journal for professional 
adventurers,” in other words the official 
publication of mercenaries and their 
employers. 

“My friends and myself,” Brown told a 
correspondent from the [Manchester?] 
Guardian, “are ready to go into action at 
any time and we are publishing this maga¬ 
zine for people who are ready to go into 
action.” 

The magazine praises “adventure” on 
foreign soil, suggests the possibility of 
fabulous earnings and rich booty. A a re¬ 
sult, demand creates supply: “Former 
Marine desires employment as profession¬ 
al soldier”; “mature and experienced 
military man is offering to serve any¬ 
where”; “ready to serve on permanent or 
contract basis. Prefer South or Central 
America, will accept other geographic 
areas with prepaid travel.” Side by side 
with the preceding are advertised 10-inch 
knives “with which you can perforate the 
ribs, pierce the diaphragm, and drive 
straight to the heart.” In this same ma¬ 
gazine the latest machine guns, subma¬ 
chine guns, carbines, rifles and bullet 
proof vests are also praised by experts. 

Soldier of Fortune is not a publication 
aimed at just a few “adventurers.” In ap¬ 
proximately two years a puny magazine 
with a circulation of about 4000 copies 
became a voluminous publication with a 
circulation of over 100,000 copies and 
the price of which soared to $2.00 a 
copy!.... 

Who are these “Gentlemen of For¬ 
tune” then? .... The Italian magazine, 
Europeo, wrote about mercenary bands, 
stating that as a rule they are composed of 
cutthroats from the former American 
“Green Beret” units, Vietnam War 
“Veterans,” British soldiers who acquired 
their experience in the conduct of savage 
reprisals against human rights fighters in 
Ulster, former Nazis, Neo-Fascists of all 
political shades, gangsters, and common 
criminals. In their selection of “cadres” 
the Racists give preference to those who 
have experience in punitive operations 
against National Liberation Movements in 
Africa, Asia, and other parts of the world 

Mercenaries were taught a severe lesson 
on Angolan soil. Even if Colonialists 
won’t refrain from using hired cutthroats 
in the future as a weapon in the suppres¬ 
sion of National Liberation struggles, it is 
clear that the business of those “Gentle¬ 
men of Fortune” is a lost cause. They will 
meet the same unglorious fate that has 
met mercenaries in Korea, Vietnam, 
Algeria and Angolk. 

They shall be beaten. 

Ed. Note — Sez you! 




‘TRAVDA” MEANS 
TRUTH IN RUSSIAN 
by M.L. Jones 

The following "editorial** appeared in 
Pravda, Soviet Russia *s official 
newspaper, some time ago, and our 
family scoutmaster recently discovered 
it. When he read it to his scout troop, 
they verified its "truth** by becoming, 
during its reading, the "howling 
adolescents** mentioned in the article, 
and they were afflicted by intermittent 
giggles for the next half hour. 

Although their suggestion of sending 
it to Mad Magazine has merit — and 
shows the similarity between satire and 
propaganda — we decided to reprint it 
here. In the article, the usual Com¬ 
munist propaganda phrasemongering 
waxes ripe as vintage Limburger — 
We*re only surprised they omitted neo- 
Fascists, running dogs, and imperialist 
lackeys from the list. 

Read this "expose** of the American 
Boy Scouts and learn why the Russian 
peasant stays ignorant in this media-mad 
age. Then give Pravda’s insidious use of 
half-truth and innuendo — the way in 
which such propaganda is created ^ the 
only response which it deserves: uncon¬ 
trolled laughter. 

A Pravda survey reveals that an 
organization called “The Boy Scouts” is 
turning American youngsters into 
hostile, warmongering imperialists. 
Every boy who is forced to join the Boy 
Scouts is trained to be a master of all 
forms of espionage, violence, anjd germ 
warfare. He quickly becomes a tool of 
the ruthless U.S. government. 

At the age of 8 or 9, innocent 
American boys are forcibly herded into 
an organization which is called “Cub 
Scouts,” which prepares them for future 
foul deeds. 

The Cub Scout dictators force the 
youth to worship the wolf, one of the 
most vicious and uncivilized of 
predatory animals. 

After three years of servitude in the 
Cub Scouts, the boys, now howling 
adolescents, are forced to join older, 
more corrupt Boy Scouts. 

The Scouts’ most deceitful ritual is the 
shameful Court of Honor, where young 
war-mongers are decorated with so- 
called “Merit Badges.” It is here that 
they receive awards in such insidious 
fields as swimming (underwater demoli¬ 
tion and sabotage), path-finding 
(counter-espionage), and pioneering (ex¬ 
ploitation of underdeveloped nations). 

In their efforts to completely control 
American youth, the Scout Czars have 
also set up a sister organization called 
“The Girl Scouts of America.” This ill- 
conceived group turns girls into unpaid 
door-to-door cookie vendors. The pro¬ 
ceeds of these sales, of course, go to the 
Wall Street masterminds of the entire 
plot. 
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(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


ALSO REPRINTED 


THE WORLD’S ASSAULT RIFLES by Daniel Musgrave 
and T.B. Nelson. 546 pages with over 450 photos. Featuring 
data and history of 200 primary assault rifles-a MUST for 

the serious arms historian. Only $19.95 

Send S1.00 postage and handling for each book to: 

T.B.N. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 55, Alexandria, Virginia 22313 

Satisfaction assured, book may be returned within 8 days for refund If 
not completely satisfied. _ 


NAZI S-S Officer’s Belt Buckle 

Hand linished in fine silver piai£> (with fasteners modified to fit 
any bell). Only 

S12.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog = 
S2.00 free with order. 

W.W.#2 Ltd. Box 2063 
St. Louis. MO 63158 




Carry Your Knife 
in a 

SHOULDER RIG 

Now any knife with the Gerber style boot/belt 
clip can be worn on our special shoulder har¬ 
ness rig. The kit includes instructions, black 
nylon harness, and easily installed adapters. 



To Order Send 7.50 + 50c postage to; 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 

P.O. Box 18595 - SOF 
Atlanta, GA 30326 


Nite-Site® 

Continued from page 37 

hours, Tm pretty sure I’d be late to work 
the following day. 

Nite-Site is available for the following 
weapons: Smith & Wesson revolvers with 
ramp adjustable sights; Colt Python, 
Trooper Mk III, Diamondback; Ruger 
Revolvers with Adjustable sights; all bead 
and rifle-sight shotguns. Price for hand¬ 
guns is $41 (postage and handling includ¬ 
ed); rifles $32.75 (p.h.i.); shotguns $27.50 
(p.h.i.). 

My Nite-Site was installed by none 
other than Ikey Starks of Sports West in 
Denver. Always congenial, Starks initially 
quipped that a night sight was “about as 
useful as a windshield wiper on a goat’s 
ass.” After I BSed with Starks for a few 
minutes, he relented and finally allowed, 
“If a guy has to have a night sight, this is 
the cat’s meow.” High praise indeed since 
Starks still maintains that the Wright 
brothers did it all with mirrors. 

Because some product reviews are less 
than objective, I’ve decided to end this 
one with excerpts from one of the many 
testimonials sent me by Nite-Site’s 
founders. The following is by A.J. 
Somers, Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
Small Arms Training Staff, Crime Detec¬ 
tion Laboratory, Box 6500, Regina, Sas¬ 
katchewan S4 3J7, Canada. 

... Within recent years an alternate 
sighting system has been developed which 
would seem to overcome most of the 
problems encountered by the sophisti¬ 
cated Qnd expensive electronic light 
gathering or infra-red sighting systems. 
Referred to as the Day/Night Combat 
Sighting System it was developed by Nite- 
Site Inc., of Rosemount, Minnesota, 
U S. A., and has been found to be an ef¬ 
fective and inexpensive means of greatly 
increasing hit probabilities during the 
twilight or low-level light periods. 

This sighting system is designed to re¬ 
place, attach, to or integrate into existing 
sighting arrangements on standard police 
firearms. It consists of a self-luminous 
front dot along with a similarly self lum¬ 
inous rear bar. The evaluation of this 
Day/Night sighting system has as its 
criterion. 

1. No change in weapon weight. 

2. No change in weapon balance. 

3. No change in weapon dimensions. 

4. No requirement for a power source. 

5. No (fhange in Day/Night point of 
impact. 

6. No Day/Night switch over require¬ 
ment, 

7. No moving parts. 

8. No danger to user. 

9. Bright sighting picture in all light 
conditions. 

Components are moulded from high 
strength polycarbonate or investment cast 
or machined from steel. There is no rea¬ 
son to believe that these components are 


























YOU’RE UNDER SURVEILLANCE!'. 

A HOST OF PEOPLE, AGENCIES, AND 
COMPUTERS ARE BUSY SPYING ON YOU 
AND YOUR BUSINESS EVERY DAY, OFTEN 
ILLEGALLY.... 


HOT TO STOP IT OR DO IT BACK! 



A Large Format (8Vi" x 11”) Quality Paperback, 240 Pages 


$ 11 . 


BUGGING 
WIRETAPPING 
TAILING 
OPTICAL AND 
ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY 
DETECTIVE TECHNIQUES 
WEAPONS 

COUNTERMEASURES 


95 

POSTPAID 


FREE! With this order. Shopiifting booklet for detectives 
plus other investigative brochures of books & material. 


Ouimtronix . 

P.O. Box 548 • Dept. 38 
Seattle, WA 98111 


HOWTO DISAPPEAR MANUAL 

Change identities and get lost withput 
trace. Highly Informative 42 page 
booklet tells how. $9.95, FAIRFAX 
DISTRIBUTORS, BOX 34803, DETROIT, 
MICH. 48234 

COVERT INTEL 
LETTER 

ASSASSINATIONS 

ESPIONAOE 

MERCENARIES 

TERRORISTS 

KARATE 

SAMPLE/$1.00 or $9.00/12 ISSUES 

HORIZONE 

Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301, U.S.A. 


JUNGLE TENT HAMMQCK 

For Outdoor Comfort-Rainproof Top-Mosquito 
^oot Netting*Zipper Side Opening - 28” x 74’' 


$39.95 

$3.00 Posl./Kandl. 



Camp Gear. 

River Rafts. 

Military ColiectatJies' 

Catalog $^00 

Tyco Co., INC., Dept. S.O.F.. 8344 Leesburg Pike, Vienna. VA 22130 


any more fragile than original equipment, 
although no destructive tests have been 
carried out by the writer ,... 

The potential radiation hazard, should 
the device be accidentally or deliberately 
abused, is negligible since the weak beta 
particles from the PM 147 would appear 
to be adequately shielded by only a few 
millimeters of plastic. The epoxy encap^ 
sulation would appear to eliminate any 
potential hazard should the radio lumines¬ 
cent material be accidentally or deliberate¬ 
ly ingested. 

Hitting a target in total darkness is not a 
problem for a combatant since during 
such conditions, the target would not be 
visible. However, neither a total darkness 
situation nor the ideal lighting condition 
are likely to be in existence when a po¬ 
liceman is required to use hand held wea¬ 
pons against personnel targets. A typical 
police combat situation would probably 
be in a low light-level area where standard 
iron sights would be virtually useless as a 
tool to direct aimed fire. It is in this and 
similar situations that the Day/Night 
system is designed to give the policeman a 
decided advantage in delivering quick ac¬ 
curate fire to a target partially obscured 
by darkness. The sighting system which, 
in ideal lighting conditions, is virtually 
identical to factory original, becomes a 
glowing round dot at the front and glow¬ 
ing bar at the rear. With these com¬ 
ponents alligned so that the front dot is 
located immediately above the rear bar, 
aimed fire can be directed at even a mov¬ 
ing target. 

Before light level deteriorates to the 
point where conventional iron sights are 
not usable, the Dqy/Night sight dot and 
bar begin to show their pale green lum¬ 
inescence. This does not tend to distract 
or impede the shooter*s ability to obtain 
as clear a sight picture as existing light 
would permit. As the light level decreases 
and conventional lights become less visi¬ 
ble, the shooter is inclined to automatical¬ 
ly depend on the luminescent dot and bar 
for his sighting picture. 

The Day/Night sighting system is avail¬ 
able for virtually any police hand or 
shoulder weapons in use today. Installa¬ 
tion requires no gunsmithing experience 
and all necessary parts are included in the 
sight package. 

In summing up the results of these tests, 
which may not be conclusive for every 
combat situation, it could be said that the 
Nite-Site Day/Night Combat Sighting 
System gives the policeman the ability to 
direct accurate, aimed fire at a target, 
which he could not otherwise hope to hit, 
in the combat conditions he will most fre¬ 
quently encounter. 

Editor's Note: A brochure from Nite- 
Site, Inc., P.O. Box O (SOF), Rose- 
mount, MN 55068, costs 50<t 




KILL OR GET KILLED 

BY 

COL. REX APPLEGATE 
“The classic po¬ 
lice training text 
on close combat 
shooting and riot 
control.” 

CLOTHBOUND...$15.95 

Mercenary's Man. 1 6.95, II 9.95.. .How To Kill I, II 
4.00 ea.. .Anarchist Cookbook 8.95.. .Sniping 
U.S.M.C. Man. 6.95.. .Firearms Silencers 
6.00.. .CIA Explosives for Sabotage 5.95add 10% 
for postage Calif. 6% tax Book List 1.00 LOS 
ANGELES area, see before you buy. We stock 
S.O.F.. ATLAN, PALADIN, DESERT, HALE, and 
many others. 

the LARDER, Dept. SF 
11108 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOC 
CALIFORNIA 91601 (213) 763-0804 


B of A 


VISA 


MASTERCHARGE 


AMAZING SCIENTIFIC 
DEVICES 

PHASER shockwave and invisible FORCE 
FIELD GENERATORS LASERS for 
weapons, burning, cutting, cloud writing, 
visible light beam applications, etc. 
PLASMA, ION, HIGH VOLTAGE and 
LIGHTNING generators TRANSMITTERS 
and CONTROL DEVICES for security, 
telephones, intrusion detection, etc. PLUS, 
PLUS many more AMAZING electronic, 
optical, chemical, energy saving ultrasonic, 
and novelty products. 

SEND $1. For catalog on plans, kits 
and completed units to: 

SCiEI^TiTiC SYSTEMS 

P.O. Box 716 • Amherst, N.H. 03031 


TKM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
BINDER 
ONLY $5.95 

(INCLUDES POSTAGE & HANDLING) 



SOLDI Eft OF 
FORTUNE 


PRESERVE YOUR ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE IN THIS SPECIALLY DE-SJCNEtJ. 
ATTRACTIVE BLACK WITH WHITE t-OGO. 
SIX-ISSUE BINDER. 

SEND CHECK OR MONeTobSSi'tO:"" 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BINDERS 

P.O. BOX 693 

BOULDER. COLORADO 80306 
NAMF( PR>NT) _ 

ADDRESS _____ 

CITY _ 

STATE_ _ _ZIP 


AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_ 


PLEASE AL LOW 30 DAYS FOR DELIVERY J 
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REQUIREMENTS 30$ per word per insertion, including 
name and address -r Minimum charge $6.00. Copy must 
be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693. Boulder, CO 60306. 
Insertion will not be made without payment. We reserve 
the right to delete or change any copy which we deter 
mine to be objectionable. Please type or print all ads. We 
do not furnish proofs. Include name and address in 
counting number of words. Post office, zip code and 
state' each counts as words; Abbreviations such as A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphenated 
words are counted as two words. 


STRAIGHT RAZORS — Surgical Steel! $8 each. 2 for 
$15. Howell Company, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 809, Dillon, 
SC 29536._ 

CAMOUFLAGE CLOTHING — South Africa PATU suit, 
French Algerian Lizard pattern, airborne and Foreign 
Legion suits. British airborne smock. Portuguese Angola 
pattern. West German splinter pattern postwar suit (no 
common border guard issue). Indonesian reversible 
jacket. Many patterns from all over the world. Write your 
specific wants. Embleton, 25 Southwell Park Road, 
CAMB'ERLEY, SURREY, ENGLAND. Phone (area code 
0276} 63000. 

real ESTATE TAX SALE bargains. How to: find, buy, 
finance; Sell. Any state. $5.00'. Box 307, Grandview, MO 
64030._ 

CONFIDANT: goes anywhere, does anything (cash only). 
Box 24462, Ft. Lauderdale. FL 33307. 

BANISH BOREDOM — STIMULATING PROFITABLE 
employment possibilities booklet, experience un¬ 
necessary. From: government deer hunting and possum 
trapping in New Zealand, English cpnversatlon teaching 
in third-worid countries, international yacht crewing, 
work on Africa game reserves, oil rigs overseas, unusual 
jobs in Australasia, etc., etc. Send $3 U.S. or Canadian, 
check or moriey order to: Jackson, Fuller & Tang (Im¬ 
ports), Box 611, Sooke, Vancouver Island, B.C., Canada. 

C.l.A. AGENT, R'^IRED — marketing complete line of 

the latest Professional Equipment and Technical 
Manuals. Lock Picking, Alarm Systems Compromise, 
Safe Manipulation, Car Repossession, Bugging, Com¬ 
puter Theft, Phone Phreaking — MUCH MORE! Send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: N.E.P., P.O. Box 8741-S, Atlanta 
3Q3Q6. NOW WHfLE YOU STILL CAN._ 

DOUBLE RIFLES — Manufactured to order on your gun 
or ours. Finest craftsmanship. Many calibers available. 
From $155.00. Send $3.00 for color photos & details. 
L.S/B. Demolition and S.W.A.T. Supply, P.O. box 235, 
Centerville, Ga 31026. 

WANTED: PATRIOTS concerned in preserving American 
principles. Care enough to do your very best. Save our 
fast-fading fraedorn. ACT NOW or be lost forever. Write 
for free information. CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE, Box 565 K, Flora. IL 62839. 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step- 
by-step goodies like knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bombs, and many others, A 
Must in completing your library. Third Printing at $9.95. 
Act Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, Wl 53204._^ 

EX-E.O.D. Consulting and design work. You'll know if 
you need it. JJ., P.O. Box 126, New Britain, PA 18901. 

W.W. II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes, complete and 
uncut from original source materials. Write for free 
brochure.* International Historip Films, P.O. Box 29035, 
Chicago. IL 60^29. _ 

LEGITIMATE, LICENSED SECURITY AGENCY, on Long 
Island, New York, performing bodyguard, VIP escort, 
courier, etc. Would like to associate with others. Write 
Steve Reijly, 46 Skyline Drive, Coram, New York 11727. 

FOR SALE — custom sheath knives, spring blade and 
gravity knives. I’ll send you drawings and info if you send 
me a SASE for reply. Zvveiback, Rt. 2, Watervillet, Ml 
49098._ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS — Send $1.00 for'fuljy illustrated 
police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. SF-98, 9889 Alondra, 
Bellflower, CA 90706. 


MILITARY KNIVES selling the finest collection of U.S. 
military knives ever accumulated. 36 page illustrated 
catalog is certain to become a collector's item $1.85 
postpaid. ADRIAN VAN DYK, 817 Third Street, Marietta, 
OH 45750._ 

FIGHTING KNIVES, Ruana, Crawford, 110 Randall varia¬ 
tions. List prices, Immediate delivery, convenient 
layaway plan. Knives custom built. Catalog $1.00. Doug 
Kenefick, 19 Leander St., Danielson, CT 06239. 

CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES. Courier, recon, misc. 
package delivery. Air plane available. You name it. Strict 
security. C. W., Box E, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306._ 

S.W.A.T. ASSOCIATES, an elite group of individuals, im¬ 
mediately available for covert and personal protection 
operations. We're here to stay. Where finances are 
available S.W.A.T. has the capabilities of performing 
functions on a professional basis. More than 9 yrs. ex¬ 
perience in covert ops, personal protection, special 
forces, investigations, and K-9 training. Personnel in¬ 
clude ex-Green Beret, ex-Ranger, ex-S.VV A.T. instructor, 
and other competent individuals. You need services. 
You need it done right the first time. Use the profes¬ 
sionals. Use S.W.A.T. Current Passports available. We 
travel internationally. For brochure or services: P.O. Box 
1421, Mobile, AL 366Q1 or 205-653-7549._ 

K—9’s by DOG SOLDIERS for the SOFer who needs and- 
wants the best. For bodyguard/personal protection 
operations protect your client with a bomb detecting, 
building searching, perimeter guarding K-9. For mere 
operations get a tracker, scout/ambush detecting, guard 
dog. Have your dog trained by the professionals who 
know what you need. Dogs are trained on a custom 
basis. We give you what you need aQd want. Write or Call 
P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 36601 or 205-653-7549. 

TRAINING AVAILABLE by S.W.A.T. in the following 
areas: combat hand-gunning techniques, firing from 
moving auto, combat firing techniques with assault 
rifle/shotgun, close combat instruction, poobytraps, 
physical and electronic surveillance and the detection 
bf, tricks of the trade for personal protection, guerrilla 
warfare techniques, S.W.A.T. tactics, assault, and 
rehearsals. For brochure: P.O. Box 1421, Mobile, AL 
36601 or 205-653-7549. 

ECONOMIC WARFARE GROUP for private companies 
and foreign governments. CBW, monetary warfare, and 
social control operations. Results! AGM, Box 2923, 
Fayetteville, AR 72701. 

BRASS KNUCKLES — just like the ones you lost way 
back when... but these are aluminum. Why carry the ex¬ 
tra weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 
18595-S, Atlanta. GA 30326._ 

HIDE-OUT RIG Is the attachment that you’ve always 
wanted for wearing your extra/back-up knife or gun 
holster on your ankle for concealed carry. The rig is 
made of comfortable suede leather, is adjustable and 
fastens with Velcro. To order send $5.00 to: ASP, P.O. 
Box 18595-S, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

KILL OR BE KILLED. Train 8 hrs. per day with profes¬ 
sional expert bf deadly close quarter self defense and 
combat. I will only train professional military, meres, etc. 
only, others need not reply. Groups forming fast. Living 
quarters nearby. Write to Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., 
Tuckahoe, NY. 

ADVENTURERS! Unique Elite Military Club! Caribbean! 
From $25.00 mo. buys dazzling tropical income real 
estate. Guaranteed 12%p.a. on investment on leaseback 
plus luxury British Styled Resort and other salient 
benefits a la militaire. Site of Bridge over the River Kwai 
Military Memorial Re-creationa| Scape. Ideal for retreat, 
medical, entertainment and World-Wide communica¬ 
tions in lush, salubrious clime while clipping 12% p.a. 
on investment payable semi-annually secured by deed 
and leaseback to appreciative Caribbean income real 
estate. Colonel “M” Dept., Developco Int., Box 2483, 
Dallas. TX 75221, U.S.A.__ 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States Armed Forces 
surplus clothing, individual equipment' packs, boots, 
survival gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our 
latest catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1036 S. Clare¬ 
mont, Chicago, IL 60612. 


MACHINEGUNS ARE LEGAL in most states. Complete 
details $3.00. CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 
32018. 


BECOME A FIREARMS DEALER — Details $3.50. 
Dealer’s source directory — $3.50. CDS, Box 3897, 
Daytona Beach, Florida 32018. 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE TO M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. Silencer or 
MAC-10 submachine gun patent drawings $6.00 each or 
both for $10.00. CDS, Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 
32018. 

RETREAT PROPERTY — Inflation hedge, recreation, 
vacation-hunting (and. Wooded 40 A suited for all above 
purposes. Finish-it-yourself 3 room cabin, well, and pond 
nearby. Ozark foot hill country. Details: Mac Haserot, 
5246 Beach Ave., Maple Heights, OH 44137. 

FORMER MERC wants action high-risk dirty work. Ex¬ 
pert small arms, automatic weapons, covert operations, 
personal protection. Travel anywhere anytime. All worth¬ 
while contracts followed through. Contact Steiger, P.O. 
Box 131, Lake Bluff, IL 60044, or Steiger 312-566-1300. 

TIRED OF PAYING unreasonable taxes? Do you support 
proposition 13? Let everyone know exactly how you feel. 
This decorative 8x11 certificate proclaims that you are 
“Mad as Heil” about unfair rates. Perfect for framing and 
displaying at home, office, anywhere! Send $3.00 plus 
25$ postage to BMC Company, P.O. Box 10786, Midwest 
City, OK 73140._ 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Rhodesian badges, emblems, 
uniforms. Other inquiries Invited. Cpt. Joe Smith, 16 
Ledo Court, corner 7th Ave. and Selous St., Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 

WANTED: SWAT manuals, urban warfare information. 
For SOF research project. Contact Editor, Soldier of For¬ 
tune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

S.W.A.T.-COMBAT shotgun magazine extensions. In¬ 
crease firepower. 7 shot (18’’ barrels), 8 shot (20’’ 
barrels), for Remington 870, 1100, Winchester 1200, 
Browning A5, only $18.00 postpaid. 10 shot (26’’ barrels) 
for 1100s, 870s, 1200s only, $36.00 postpaid. Police 
Equipment Sales, 130 McKinley, Elmhurst, IL 60126. 

REMAIL SERVICE — Confidential remalls, 50$ per letter. 
Canada or U.S.A. Williams Remail Service, Box 835, 
Adelaide St., Toronto, Ont., Canada. M5C 2K1. 

AIRBORNE/ELITE UNIT BOOKS our speciality. Free list 
The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown Sta¬ 
tion, Nashville, TN 37219. 

DEPENDABLE PISTOL, RIFLE CLIPS. Made in the U.S 
For up to date production price list send $2.00 cover 
charge. Other countries send sufficient for Air Mail. D & 
E MAGAZINES MFG., P.O. Box 4579-B, Downey. CA 
90241. 

REAL ESTATE TAX SALE bargains. How to: find, buy, 
finance; Sell. Any state $5.00. Box 307, Grandview, MO 
64030. 

LEGITIMATE, LICENSED SECURITY AGENCY, on Long 
Island, New York, performing bodyguard, VIP escorts, 
courier, etc., would like to associate vvith others. Write 
Steve Reilly, 46 Skyline Drive, Coram, New York 11776. 

CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES — Courier, recon, mis. 
package delviery, airplane available, you name it. Strict 
security. C. W., Box E, c/D SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306._ 

FIGHTING KNIVES, Ruana, Crawford, 110 Randall varia¬ 
tions. List prices, immediate delivery, convenient 
layaway plan. Knives custom built. Catalog $1.00. Doug 
Kenefick, 19 Leander St., Danielson, CT 06239._ 

PHOTOGRAPHER — will do honest news photography, 
for any country — have experience. You pay travel ex¬ 
penses, etc. Have passport, will travel. Don C. McKay, 
13453 Mccumsey Rd., Clio, Ml 48420. Phone: 
313-686-2387. 


POLICE BURGLAR ALARM, compact, lightweight, por¬ 
table; $5.95 plus $1.00 PP & HDL. Write: J. Bolger, Dept. 
SF, P.O. Box 704, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

GUNS WANTED: All types — Fair prices paid. Send list 
of available guns to: Danny Pierce, Rt. 68, Columbus, N J 
08022. 
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ARTS EQUIPMENT — Gerber knives, combat, martial 
arts books. Write to: WKT Martial Arts Supply, 529 S. 
Clewell ST., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. (215) 865-0154. 

COURIER —* transportation of all valuables. Domestic — 
Overseas. Extremely reliable. Available on short notice. 
Current passport. Bondable. Armed. R. M.Tindle III (215) 
687-8366.__ 

INGRAM pistols, carbines for sale. Semi-automatic ver¬ 
sion of MAC M10, Mil submachine guns. No federal 
transfer tax required! Legal in most areas. Send self- 
addressed stamped envelope for information. California 
Armory, Box 1239, 2000 Center St., Berkeley, CA 94704. 

AIRBORNE/CHAIRBORNE — Minutes/day exercises 
developed by British to maintain battle fitness during in¬ 
active periods (shipboard etc.). Obtained while operating 
with Commando elements. $5. Colonel Senn, Post Office 
Box 171, Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830._ 

LE MERCENAIRE! An intelligence newsletter written by 
and for meres and men looking for action. Keep on top of 
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample $1.00 or 
$9.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, III. 60506. 

UNINHABITED ISLANDS. Need a hideout? Or a quiet 
staging area for a clandestine operation? Exciting new 
book contains detailed descriptions of more than eighty 
uninhabited islands, with maps showing exact loca¬ 
tions! Complete report only $5.00. Loompanics, Box 264, 
Mason, Michigan 48854._ 

SAN FRANCISCO ASSISTANCE & Information — Send 
self addressed envelope with brief of assistance or infor¬ 
mation desired. If we don’t help or provide information, 
no charge. Write: ASSISTANCE & INFORMATION SAN 
FRANCISCO, P.O. Box 29205, San Francisco, California 
94129._ 

THE “COBRA” nylon and velcro ankle sheath lets you 
wear your boot knife with regular shoes or even under 
your sock! $14.95 postpaid for Gerber MK1 or Russell 
“STING” 1 & 2. For other knives send outline drawing of 
blade. Catalog of special custom web gear for S.W.A.T., 
Mercs & rappelling $1.00 (Refunded 1st. order). WEBB- 
ING INC., 2601 N. Trosper Dr., Okla. City, OK 73161. 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Rhodesian militaria. Write Jake 
Taylor, 78 Denbigh Ave., Belvedre, Salisbury, Rhodesia. 

RHODESIAN FLAG - genuine, brand new. Recently ac¬ 
quired in Rhodesia. Size 6x3 ft. Sell to highest bidder. 
What offers? Write: FLAG, 30421 Via Alcazar, Laguna 
Niguel, OA 92677. _ 

CONTROL YOUR OPPONENT. Potent oriental techni¬ 
ques of psychological manipulation for adults. $1.50. 
^lo-rinzai Society for Warrior Arts, P.O. Box 240-SF, 
Jamaica Plain, M A 02130._ 

LEGITIMATE, LICENSE SECURITY Agency. Need per¬ 
sonal security and in the New York City Area? Our direc¬ 
tor is a former United States Deputy Marshal, and most 
assignments are performed by off-duty police officers. 
Long Island Executive Protection, LTD. 516-732-6040. 

USUSUAL BOOKS. Silencers, lockpicking, crime, police 
manuals, bugging and countersurveillance, fake ID, sur¬ 
vival, unusual and Improvised weapons, life extension, 
moneymaking opportunities, explosives, self defense, 
investigative and undercover techniques, strange phi¬ 
losophies, and much more! We offer the best selection 
of suppressed information ever put on sale) Unique il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $1. Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, 
Michigan 48&54._ 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON — More ef¬ 
fective at close range than a .38 caliber pistol. Enclose 
S.A.S.E. Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, 
Ohio 44505. 


TUBEST FRENCH COMMANDO Survival Wire Saws. 
Three Silicon Steel blades twisted into one. 35” long 
w/removable handles. $4.75; 3 for $12.84; 6 for $22.80. 
SELECTLINE. Box 391SF, P.C., Hawaii 96782._ 

THE FAMED FILIPINO BALISONG fighting knife Allas: 
Click-Click, Allas: Butterfly, by Hackman Sorsakoski 
Finland Is now available! Finest quality replica any¬ 
where. Nylon handles w/Drop-forged Stainless blade. 
$17.64; 2 for $29.98; 6 for $84.66. SELECTLINE, Box 
391SF. P.C., Hawaii 96782._ 

SURVIVAUDISTRESS KITS: (2) Red Meteor Aerial flares, 
20,000 c.p., 400 feet Altitude; (1) 30 second Orange 
Smoke; (1) Signalling Mirror; (1) Fire Kit. IT CAN SAVE 
YOUR LIFE!!!' $13.95 ppd. SELECTLINE, Box 391SF, 
P.C., Hawaii 96782._ 

GENUINE MILITARY ISSUE: Army Anglehead flashlights 
$3.95; Navy 2-cell Straightheads $3.95; Army 3-cell 
Straightheads $4.95; Army PVC 2 qt. Round Canteens 
$2.50. (Add $1.00 shipping each). SELECTLINE, Box 
391 SF, P.C., Hawaii 96782._ 

FINALLY!!! The long awaited Hollow-Handle SUR- 
VIVAUFIGHTING knife by EYEBRAND Is now available! 
Write for free brochure, or send $1.00 for complete 
catalog. AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTORS: SELECTLINE, 
Box 391 SF. P.C., HAWAII 96782. (Dealers Welcome). 


FREE, How To Become a Gun Dealer At Home! Instruc¬ 
tions, application forms; $2.00 or FREE with ATF News 
Gun Dealers Instruction Course, 23 Chapters covering 
ail aspects of dealing in Firearms; $4.95, Federal Firearm 
Firearm Laws; $2.00, Your State Gun Laws; $2.00, Deal¬ 
ers Directory 500 Wholesalers; $3.50, Dealers Firearms 
or Ammunition Record Books, Hold 1000 Entries; $4.95, 
Class 111 License Manuals, Application Forms; $3.00, 
How To Obtain Concealed Gun Permits; $2.00, How to 
Make Legal Explosive Bullets; $2.00, Catalog $1.00 refun¬ 
dable, FREE Brochure. ADD 10% for 1st. Class Postage, 
VISA/BankAmericard, Mastercharge accepted, W. R. 
Reddick, 1923 Abbott, San Diego, CA 92107. 

COVER DOCUMENTATION, ALTERNATE IDENTITIES, 
Name changes, whatever. Get legal l.D.s with our 
goodies. More info $1, C.W.L,, Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 
91103. 


PERSONNEL DIRECTORY geographically listing ad¬ 
dress and telephone numbers of over 1,500 city, county, 
state government offices U.S., Canada and selected 
foreign countries. Cut the red tape/know who to contact. 
$3.00. Directory, Dept. SOF, POB 406, Glasgow, KY 
42141. 


INTERESTED IN GOOD VIETNAM WAR BOOKS? Must 
reading for Vietnam Vets! Many hours of enjoyable 
reading about the war you fought in! Fiction, personal 
narratives, journals, etc. I’ve compiled a list of 15 (con¬ 
stantly growing) with story-line, rating and how to locate. 
Send $2.00 to Vietnam Booklist. P.O. Box 122, Collln- 
sivlle, CT 06022. 

ELECTRONIC SPYING, LOCK PICKING, Phone Preak- 
Ing, Car Repossession — Complete Line of PROFES¬ 
SIONAL Equipment and Technical manuals — send 
$1.00 (refundable) to: SEVERUS, P.O. Box 16992, 
Jackson, MS 39206. 

MAD MAN’S BOOK OF FORMULAS: Howlo make, step- 

by-step goodies like Knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bombs and many others. A 
Must in completing your library. Third Printing at $9.95. 
Act Now. Jim Multaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, W1 53204. 

SERGEANT, Norwegian army, seeking employment from 
Aug. 79. Experience: Blasting cert., parachutist, leader 
ABC-squad, mechanized infantry (Ml 13 APC), variety of 
infantry weapons. Specially Interested in arctic/low 
temperature areas, but willing to go anywhere in the 
world. Answers in English, German, French, Scandina¬ 
vian. Sperbund, STRVESK/TLF, BOX 252, 9201 Bar- 
dufoss, NORWAY. 

INTELLIGENCE REPORT — of what the Soviets are do- 
ing In Mexico, it will blow your mind! True! Documented. 
Already been submitted to U.S. Military. $10.00. Payable 
to R. G. Thatcher — Trustee. P.O. Box 34859, Houston, 
Texas 77034. 

Gl DOG TAGS. 5 lines of 15 spaces. $3.00 pair, chains in¬ 
cluded. Fourth of July, P.O. Box 897, Chicago, IL 60690 

BERETS OF THE WILD GEESE, Enlisted man’s W/ln- 
signia $15.50. Officer’s Maroon Beret W/insignia $19.50. 
Send Ammount, Size, and $1.50 Postage to A.H.A., 10019 
Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221. Allow 6 Weeks. 

WANTED: Christians and/or Patriots interested In and 
dedicated to the preservation of our Christian Heritage 
and/or Constitutional Freedoms to attend the Christian- 
Patriots Defense League Freedom Festival at the Chris¬ 
tian Conservative Church Estate Grounds in Louisville, 
llllnlos, the weekend of June 16-17,1979. Free admission 
and camping privileges on the 50 acre, tree-studded, 
river-bordered festival grounds. Booths and display 
areas free to those with worth-while products or pro¬ 
grams. Nationwide participation. Come — Vacation — 
gather — prepare for the Inevitable. Pre-date registration 
required for controlled attendance. Only quality Patriots 
wanted. For details, write Chrlstlan-Patrlots Defense 
League, P.O. Box 565R, Flora, llinois 62839 or call 
618/665-3937 now — Your Country needs you. 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK $9.85, U.S.M.C. Sniping 
$6.55, Firearms Silencers $6.60, Explosives and Demoli¬ 
tions $5.50, U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual $9.85, 
Back issues S.O.F. Catalog $1.00. Survival Books, Dept. 
SOF, 11108 Magnolia Blvd., North Hollywood, CA 91601. 
(213) 763-0804. 

SURRENDER OR DIE Authentic copies of W.W.Il Ger¬ 
man Propaganda Leaflets, 2 different types. Both for 
$2.50 Postpaid, A.H.A. 10019 Dodge, Drive, Northglenn, 
CO 80221. 

AIRBORNE, UNIQUE LEATHER items for the airborne 
man. Now available: belt buckles, 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st, 
Death from Above, parachute wings, $7.50 each. Watch- 
bands — parachute wings, S.F., Airborne Association, 
$5.50 each. Key Fobs — 11th, 17th, 82nd, 101st. 
parachute wings, S.F., Airborne Association, $2.00 each. 
Mail to 3 K’s Leathercraft, Box 26, Bethpage, TN 37022. 

MALE, 25, VETERAN, good physical condition, qualified 
small arms, multi-engine pilot, A. and P. mechanic, 
passport, seeking short term assignment. Bob, 2325 
Siedenberg Ave., Key West, FL 33040. 


OFFICIAL U.S. GOV’T. SECTIONAL CHARTS of Vietnam, 
Laos, or Cambodia. Great for your favoritq wall. $5.00 
cash or M.O. PPD. Aero-Graphics, Inc., P.O. Box 1141, 
Havelock, NC 28532. 

EX-ARMY, BANJO-PICKER with various skills: trapper, 
farmer, etc.., desires employment In Rhodesla/South 
Africa. Trapper, Box 281, Galena, OH 43021. 

NAZI BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS: Send $1.00 for 
catalogue to: World Service, Box 26496, Los Angeles, CA 
90026. You have the right to know! 

VIETNAM CATALOG #1 (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet “Vietnam Photos”) $2.00 postpaid. World War 
Two Surplus Catalog #7 $2.00 postpaiid. War Shop, RD 
#1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. 

SFC CLARK R. KARREL S.F. B-52, last known: Ft. Dix! 
,.. We’ve got heavy contact once again!! Contact the 
“Master Gunner”: SFC Rick Wagner, 3-8 CAV, A.P.O., NY 
09028.__ 

M-16, AR-15 BAYONET and scabbard, brand new in un¬ 
opened G.l. package, not rejects. Made byB.O.C. 1971, 
$18.00 ea. plus post. M-1 carbine bayonet In unopened 
G.l. package, made by Conetta 1968, with excellent but 
slightly used scabbard $13.00 plus post. Send S.A.S.E. 
for large list of parts and equipment available. OPDCO, 
P.O. Box 2032, Santa Clara. CA 95051._ 

THE ULTIMATE WEAPON. From out of the pages of 
science fiction comes the unified field drive. E.M. pro¬ 
pulsion is now feasible. Commercial developer wanted. 
C. Morton, 1115 Summer Sun, Colby, KS 67701. 

EX-SECURITY OFFICER seeks position as oil-well/gas- 
well fire fighter, any other unusual position. 7 years’ 
security experience. Contact C.A. Starr, 34 W. 839 N. 
James Dr., St. Charles, IL 60174. 

COMBAT MERCENARY SURVIVAL TRAINING — NEW 
book “Mental Training of a Warrior”. Manual of Invisibil¬ 
ity, Stalking and Striking, FREE DETAILS. Warrior 
Publication, Charlie, 2511 N 31st., Boise, Idaho 83703. 

LEARN “SECRET" FIGHTING STRATEGIES FROM THE 
ORIENT. Amazing NEW book revealing Combat Prin¬ 
ciples of Kungfu, Karate. Modernized for Street Survival. 
FREE DETAILS. Warrior Publication, Alpha, 2511 N31st., 
Boise, Idaho 83703, 

WORLD WAR II RELIC — 100 peso circulated Japanese 
invasion bills. Fine condition. ’’Invest in the past for the 
future.” $2,50 each in clear display envelope for preser¬ 
vation. DBI Relics, P.O. Box 3492, 1114 Sixth St., Dept. 
S.O.F., Modesto, CA 95354. 

WANTED — EMPLOYMENT: Messenger, courier, escort, 
security, body guard, etc. Mature, experienced Europe, 
Africa, expert knife, gun. P.O. Box 32, Toowoon Bay, 
New South Wales. Australia 2261. 

EX-NAVY MARINE VET seeks employment. All offers 
considered and confidential. Valid passport. Travel short 
notice. You pay travel, etc, K.R. Warriner, 1802 Wlllo 
Arms Dr., Ashtabula, OH 44004. Phone 1-216-964-3992. 

STEN MAG LOADER — Gov't, issue, new. Compact 
lever-style loader clips on Sten mag & loads to full 
recommendd 28 rds. in seconds. $4.95 postpaid from 
“Collector Grade” Parts & Accessories, P.O. Box 250 
Station E, Toronto M6H 4E2 Canada. 

REMINGTON 870 SURVIVAL REPORT — tells how to 
turn it into an even better weapon. $1.00.. .Send large 
SASE for free oatalog. Survival/Securlty Associates, 
Dept. HG, Box 30753, Seattle, Washington 98103. 

bullet PROOF VESTS — Will stop ,44 mag. and 12 ga. 
rifle slug. Fits easily under T-shirt. Officially tested 
under Department of Defense standards. Send $1.00 for 
complete details and prices. Matthews Police Supply 
Co., P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105._ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd jSt., 
New York 10022, Department 35. 

DESIRE CONTACT with any members of L.R.R.P. attach¬ 
ed to Troop E, 17th CAV., 173 Airborne Brigade, who 
were in ’Nam 1966 thru 1968. Write Jim Harden, 15330 
Chelsea, San Jose, CA 95124 or call (408) 371-5644. 

BRASS KNUCKLES! Genuine article! Large, knobby 8 
oz. size! Collector’s item! $15; 2/$25. Atlantic-S, Box 
12627, Charleston, SC 29412. 


MARTIAL ARTS EQUIPMENT. Gerber Knives, Combat 
Martial Arts Books, write to WKI MARTIAL ARTS SUP¬ 
PLY. 529 So. Clewell St., Fountain Hill, PA 18015. Phone 
(215) 865-0154. 

COMBAT BOOTS — Latest issue In Good Used Condi¬ 
tion $11.00. Send Size, Amount & $2.50 Postage to 
A.H.A., 10019 Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221. 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ARMS SOCIETY — Join the 
worldwide ranks of Military Arms Collectors to share In¬ 
formation about weapons of all countries. Membership 
dues $10.00 includes your subscription to the IMAS 
Bulletin. Internationa) Military Arms Society, c/o E.H. 
Converse, Rt. #1, Summerfield, Ohio 43788. 
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SILENCERS — Write for Bulletin number one. Explains 
theory and practice. Send only $3.00 to RPL, Box 2085, 
Carolina, P.R. 00630. 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR/SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
— Discloses licensing requirements; Investigative and 
surveillance techniques; where and how to obtain "con¬ 
fidential” Information; sample reports, contracts, 
statements; legal authority and limitations; general 
operating information. Only $4,00 for both, ASPI, 619 12 
St., Box 817, Golden, CO 80401._ 

HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT means no quarter •— no 
mercy! Now in its second big printing, the Classic 
Manual, "THE TACTICAL SKILLS OF HAND-TO-HAND 
COMBAT (SELF-DEFENSE),” teaches you how to fight 
to win In serious, real combat! The F.B.I., the U.S. Secret 
Service, the Navy SEALs and the C.I.A. are just a few of 
the organizations that have received this litfle gem! 
Send $7 cash or money order to: Bradley J. Steiner, 6060 
North 7th Street No. 58, Phoenix, Arizona 85014. 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell’s Damascus, Crawford, 
Ruana, Wilson, stock ail Randall’s. List prices, im¬ 
mediate delivery, convenient layaway plan. Knives 
custom built. Catalog $1.00. Doug Keneflck, 19 Leander 
St-, Danielson, CT 06239. 

FATSO? As a result from over eating? If so, you’re not 
alone. Thousands of Americans suffer from this inex¬ 
cusable problem. But there is a logical and practical 
solution. We have designed a revolutionary, safe, and 
plausible way of dealing with the "problem of over¬ 
eating”. Many European countries have introduced the 
same principles of our Ideals to their citizens for some 
time now. These principles were used by ancient war¬ 
riors and are even mentioned iri the Bible. We define 
over-eating as a habit, rather than a need, and present 
safe psychological solutions that should produce spec- 
tactular results. No weird diets involved. ACT NOW! 
Send $1.00 for details to Burlington MC, P.O. Box 10786, 
Midwest City, Oklahoma 73140. Remember, being fat, 
and doing something about it, are two different things. 

BODYGUARD and Personal Protection Manual. Former 
United States Deputy Marshal tells you the tricks of the 
trade, weapons and equipment needed and their cost. 
Send $4.99 to Long Island Executive Protection, LTD. 46 
Skyline Drive, Coram, New York 11727. 

MAN AMONG MEN: Be one, get your copy of "GREEN 
BERET” handbook. $4,95. Spectre, P.O. Box E, Lex¬ 
ington, MO 64067. 

NEW LIST of U.S military manuals: demo, survival, 
marksmanship, armor, tactics, guerrilla warfare and 
many more. Send $1.00 to Kilizone Publications, Dept. 
SF, 1338 So. 25th St., Omaha, NE 68105._ 

ANTI-TERRORIST PROTECTION SERVICE: Let us pro¬ 
tect you from kidnap and assassination. Protect yourself 
and your family. Contact: Mr. Cupid, P.O. Box 431, 
Perrysburg, OH 43551. 

AMERICANS of European descent, united to protect and 
promote our rights and freedom of association. $1.00 for 
information packet. Vanguard, 455 Pine Street, Man¬ 
chester, NH 03104. 

MATURE AND EXPERIENCED: will go anywhere and do 
anything — Cash Only. J. Roselle, P.O. Box 3941, 
Centerline, Ml 48015. 

1979 ONCE FIRED REMINGTON plastic empty shot 
shells in all gauges. Both skeet and 2% inch-high brass 
Express and 3 inch magnum. Send S.A.S.E. or 75® for 
complete 1979 list and prices to: C & D Sport Shop, 510 
Francis St., Herkimer NY 13350. 

OFFICIAL U.S. GOVT sectional charts of Vietnam, Laos, 
or Cambodia. Great for your favorite wall. $5.00 cash or 
M.O. PPD. Aero-Graphics, Ino., P.O- Box 1141, Havelock, 
NC 28532. 

DAVID’S INDOOR PISTOL & RIFLE RANGE, open 7 days 
week, 10 a,m. to 10 p.m. Let us know your needs for hand 
guns and machine guns. 31 Ruddel St., Wilkes-Barre, PA 
18702. 717-822-3174. 

VIETNAM VETERANS SURVEY — would you like to join 
a new non-profit organization for veterans of the Viet¬ 
nam era? Send name, address, and Ideas to — E. Kimpel, 
R2-BOX 51, Edgerton, OH 43517._ 

JUMP WINGS — W. German cloth color $3.00 — W. Ger- 
man 2 transitional silver bullion gray $7.50 — RAF Para 
Instr color padded $3.95 SAS color padded $4.50. 
Canadian cloth color $3.50 — British Army Instr. color 
$3.50 — Pakistan Instr. padded $8.95 — India padded 
$8.95. RVN subdued $1.50 — U.S. WW II white on khaki 
$1.25. W.A.R. Enterprises, P.O. Box 999, Castrlvilte, CA 
95102._ 

HIDE-OUT RIG of comfortable suede leather holds your 
favorite knife/gun holster securely on your ankle. Ad¬ 
justable velcro closure system. To order send $5.00 to 
ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

BRASS KNUCKLES — just like the ones you lost back 
when.. .but these are aluminum. Why carry the extra 
weight? $6.00 each or 3/$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. 


THE RELIGION OF ODIN - A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
Beliefs, History of worshippers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind. 155 pages, 9 illustrations. Soft Cover. 
$8.95. Viking House, P.O. Box 160, Red Wing, MN 55066. 

ADVENTURERS — Clandestine and concealed weapons 
systems, survival aids, knives and ninja equipment for 
your profession or hobby. New Illustrated catalog of pro¬ 
fessional quality equipment and goods. Send two bucks 
(refundable) to: ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta. GA 30326. 

PRO-SERVICE INC. Fpr Info call 831-263-0556._ 

COBRAY/SIONICS/MAC — Accessories for the con¬ 
noisseur of exotic weaponry. Full color Cobray stIck-on 
decals, $2.50, 3/$6.00; shoulder patches, $10.00, 
3/$25.00; brass belt buckles, $15.00, 3/$40.00. 
Leathergoods for the professional adventurer, MAC-11 
series: operational briefcase, $300.00; holster 
w/magazipe pouch. $40.00; double magazine pouch, 
$37.00; MAC-10 holster. $37.00; MAC-10/11 suppressor 
holster, $33.00. All items new manufacture. ASP, P.O. 
Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 30326._ 

NAZI WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes Daggers, Swords, 
Helmets, Flags, Uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
catalog $10.00 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar- 
burg, Wl 53012._ 

“BAD" BAYONETS — Strictly wall hangers! Original 
German bayonet blades epoxled into black lexan handle 
comes with black leather belt sheath. They won’t cut 
warm butter and they’re not guaranteed against any¬ 
thing, but they do make interesting conversation items 
(make up your own war story) and attractive decorations. 
Take a chance! $20.00 each or 2/$35.00: ASP, P.O. Box 
18595, Atlanta, GA 30326. _ 

SELF DEFENSE/SURVIVAL BULLETIN — Experienced 
"street cop” gives timely tips. $3.00. Bulletin #1, P.O. 
Box 8614, Long Beach, CA 90808. 

SILENT - LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND - The 
blowgun.. .an exotic weapon from the past for today’s 
adventurer. Compact aluminum tube, custom shaped 
mouthpiece and precision engineered projectiles; the 
complete sysfem $16.95, postpaid from Shadow 
Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 3()328. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal gun laws booklet, both $3.00. 
Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., 
New York 10022, Department 35. 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL BOOK — straightforward, 
detailed information plus essential instructions will pro¬ 
tect you during nuclear holocaust!!! You can't afford to 
wait.. .Money back guarantee. $6.95 (postage, taxes in¬ 
cluded). SURVIVAL, 718F Lincoln. Wamego, Kansas 
66547._ 

GENUINE BRASS KNUCKLES. 6 solid oz. of the real 
thing. No cheap Imitations, these heavy weight sluggers 
are cast In pure, gleaming brass. Just right for the collec¬ 
tor of fine military hardware. Yours for only $12.95. Send 
today! KNUCKS, Box 81022, Atlanta, GA 30368. Must be 
21. Offer void where prohibited. 

FIRST HAND RANGER, Special Forces Operations 
Training. Qualified Professionals will personally train 
you in basic advanced military skills. Send SASE to: 
SPECIALIZED MILITARY SERVICES, 1029 South Church 
St., Burlington, NC 27215._‘ 

CHEMICAL-DEFENSE WEAPONRY CATALOG for 
defense/security. Wholesale prices on the most com¬ 
plete selection of chemical devices we’ve seen. $15.00 
brings 3 samples (C.S. gas) or send $2.00 for complete 
catalog: Riverside Distributing, 3423 Gillham, Alton, IL 
62002. 

BIG MUSCLES, deadly fighting skills, power over vicious 
habits, secrets of Influence and Success. FreeLife, Box 
1124, Garden Grove, CA 92642. 

SELL GUNS: Sensational part or full time income! Free 
information and free dealer catalog! MESA, Drawer 
9045-FR, Steamboat Springs, Colorado 80477. 

“BATF FREE BEES” — Get Inside information from the 
Gun Law Bureaucrats! $2.00 PP. MESA, Drawer 9045-F8, 
Steamboat Spgs., CO 80477. 

AIRBORNE elite unit books our specialty. Free list. The 
Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, Uptown Station, 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219. 

VETERANS OF VIET-NAMI LISTEN UP!! Now you can 
receive the appreciation which you never got while you 
were there! We did it for them! A Diploma style Cer¬ 
tificate thanking you for your contribution to South Viet 
Nam’s fight against World Communism, for the hard¬ 
ships that you endured for them. Space provided for your 
name, rank, unit and period of service. Frame it! Put it up 
for all to see, and don’t be ashamed, because you did 
your part when called on by your country! They also 
make a nice gift for your friends. $12.95 plus $2.00 
Postage and handling to: Operation "Country Fair,” P.O. 
Box 3014, Rexdale Station ‘B’, Rexdale, Ontario, Canada 
M9V 2G2. CASH OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY, U.S. 
FUNDS PLEASE. 


EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer¬ 
tilizer. Blast dugouts, trenches, rocks. Instructions 
$2.00, DeFost, Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask., CANADA 
S6V 2P3. 

NON-PROFIT BUSINESS LEAGUE forming in San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Area. Would like to meet retired military senior 
NCOS, Officers, Mercs, or adventurers, Interested In ser¬ 
ving on board of directors. No cash investment required. 
Currently expenses not reimbursable. Administrative of¬ 
fices anticipated in Bpy Area, plan to organize branches. 
Send qualifications and state interests with seif ad¬ 
dressed stamped envelope to ASSISTANCE AND IN¬ 
FORMATION SAN FRANCISCO, P.O. Box 29205, San 
Francisco, California 94129. 

REVISIONIST BOOKS, White Pride books, Conspiracy 
books. Send SASE for free booklist to: Dept. SF, Noon¬ 
tide Press, P.O. Box 1248, Torrance, CA 90505. 

BRITISH MILITARIA — We are now the Largest Supplier 
of British Military Equipment In the U.S. List $1.00 * 
S.A.S.E. Enclose your specific wants. A.H.A., 10019 
Dodge Drive, Northglenn, CO 80221. 

EX-SPECIAL FORCES OFFICER, Viet Nam veteran. Ex- 
perlence In and out of uniform. Well traveled, well read. 
Can work in the field or in the drawing room. Short term 
only. Expensive. NO rushed operations! P.O, Box 28405, 
Columbus, Ohio 43228. 

MAIL FORWARDING/holding, phone messages taken/ 
forwarded; all countries/states. Secret banking/invest¬ 
ments, all major currencies, monies forwarded/received, 
aii major nations. Cash delivered, bonded couriers. 
Twelve years’ experience, references, $2 detalls/$25 
opens account. T.H.E., P.O. Box 19396, Dept. PMB, 
Denver, Colorado 80219. 

REMAIL SERVICE — confidential remalls. 50® per letter. 
Remailed in various points in U.S. Write for package 
rates. Ellen Strlder, Box 144, New Eagle, PA 15067. 

FULL AUTO SEAR FOR AR-15. These are the Mlltech 
Armament Co. drop-in sears (no machining necessary). 
These are the highest quality on the market and are 
guaranteed. Our price, $59.95 -»- $2.00 postage. The 
most desirable SMG DESIGN commercially available Is 
the new R-9, All construction Information and drawings 
provided for a professional weapon similar to a compact 
S&W 76, 17” O.A.L. (silencer plans included), $7.50. 
Silencer construction plans (.22, .380, .38, .45), $4.00; 
4-second Fragmentary Grenade plans, $3.00; MAC 10 
lower receiver drawings, $3.00; .22 pen gun (silenced) 
plans, $1.00. R&R Enterprises, Box 385, Jefferson, SD 
57038. 

CANADIAN PARATROOPS: Un official history available, 
1942-1978, Normandy Invasion to Cyprus Conflict to new 
Special Service Force, Write: Lt. Floyd Low, 44 FD ENGR 
SON, 1990-7th Avenue, Trail, B.C., Canada, V1R 3C3, 
185p., $15.00 (US) post-paid. 

PHOENIX. ARIZONA, SOF READERS! - Professionally- 
taught 20-Lesson Course in COMBATO Self-Defense 
teaches life-saving skills! “The finest $hort-term self- 
defense course in the world!" Lethal, PRACTICAL, 
combat-survival, hand-to-hand fighting. $1 brings 
brochure + details. SURVIVAL-DEFENSE, P.O, Box 
7162, Phoenix, Arizona 85011. 

CONVERT M-1 CARBINE to M-2 (full auto); AR-15 to 
M-16. No machining. Complete details $7.50. SPANO, 
Box 3897, Daytona Beach, Florida 32018. 

MINI-14 SURVIVAL REPORT — tells how to turn It into 
an even better weapon. $1.00. Survival/Security As¬ 
sociates, Dept. HG, Box 30753, Seattle, Washington 
98103. 

KILL OR BE KILLED — train with professional expert (14 
yrs. exp.) of deadly close quarter hand to hand combat 
and self defense. Specializing in training meres, under¬ 
cover intelligence agents, body guards, armed forces, 
elite military teams, and personnel. Use of garote, knife, 
axe, bailling hooks, etc. also taught. Tough — no bull¬ 
shit training. Your life Is on the line. For details write 
Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY. Armed 
forces and governmental contracts welcome. 

STAINLESS STEEL LOOPED GAR ROTE (single handed 
quotine) $12.00 postpaid. Includes free set of knucks. 
Trager, Box 23174, Detroit, Ml 48223. 

BECOME PART TIME GUN DEALER! "Obtaining Federal 
Firearms License" complete information (illustrated 
1978 Edition) — $1.00! "Gun Dealer’s Directory of 
Wholesalers" responsive, interested sources (guaran¬ 
teed) — $1.00! "Concealed Weapon Permits" apply right 
first time — $1.00! ALL THREE BOOKLETS — $2.50! 
MESA, Drawer 9045-FN, Steamboat Springs, Colorado 
80477. 
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UNITiNINE 


PUBLISHING THE MERCENARY'S MANUALS 



" f ' 


MERCENARY^ MANUAL PART TWO - by Terry P. Bdwaiik, ^ 

Edited by Robtn K. Browr>, Photos by Gary Flanagan, A 
Venter and others. Uke Part One, Part Two is a manual to be 
USED. For example the f irst chapter covers portable rockets^ nnissrfas |tW 
weapons U3«»d by the infantry. Not just what they are or how they tQ fi 

the^n as well. Twenty weapons are covered. And that is only T 

book. From rmprovisations ta-treking to demofltidns, mortars, min^s, airbonid^ 
waterborne techniques, field fbrtifications, recon^ urban warfare and mi^h mpre 
Part Two is the hook on taking the^war to the enemyL It's up fupnt and un'to-date 
328-pages, 5)4 x 872, over 160 photos, many illustrations^ SS-BS^t^lus postage and 
handling (see below). 




mi 


So much of success and survival in combat is out of your 
hancf^fejpmetimes hard to tell where skill ends and luck begins: However you feel about luck, you have in 
your har^ skill, knowledge and preparation. The Mercenary's Manuals are published to pack as much 
vital knpwl&c|§e as possible into a handy, readable and useful form. Combat's a gamble: Here's how to stack 
the dejek .. . 

MERCENARY'S MANUAL Part One - by Terry P. 
Edwards, Photos by Gary Flanagan. The book on surviving in combat. 

Packed with how-to stuff that might make the difference between coming back in 
one piece and not coming back at all. Compact and realistic. Tactics, 
camouflage, small arms, grenades, individual security and plenty more. 

132-pages, 572 x 87?, illustrated and with lots of photos. Still 
$4.95 plus postage and handling (see belovy). 


POSTAGE AND HANDLING CHARGES — Each book is mailed separately — 1 st Class includes Air Mail— 
Certified cheques and M.O.s are preferred — We regret the recent postal increase buf it is beyond our control 
— We advise Parcel Post within North America and 1st Class for elsewhere — To order state the book or 
books desired and calculate and include postage according to the following — Choose Parcel Post OR 1st 



PART ONE 


North America — Parcel Post 60d 
North America — 1st Class $1.00 
Int'l — Parcel Post 80fl( 

Int'l “1st Class $1.80 


PART TWO 
Canada Parcel Post 60d 
All Others (incl. U.S.) Parcel Post $1.00 
North America 1 st Class $1.60 
International 1st Class $3.00 


UNIT NINE 
1110 Finch West 
Downsview, Ontario 
CANADA, M3j 2T2 



FIRST CLASS 
PERMIT NO. 85 
BOULDER, CO 80302 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

NO POSTAGE STAMP NECESSARY IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

THE JOURNAL OF PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURERS 

P.O. BOX 693 
BOULDER 
COLORADO 80306 



HELP YOUR FRIEND BECOME 
A MERCENARY IN AFRICA 
OR 

HELP HIM JOIN THE 
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
HOW? 


Send him a Christmas gift subscription to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE; The Journal of 
Professional Adventurers 


FROM: NAME (PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

SIGN GIFT CARD “SEASONS GREETINGS” $ 
FROM_ 


TO: NAME (PRINT) _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

_ENCLOSED FOR 

□ 6ISSUES($10)/n 12 ISSUES ($18) 


OFFER APPLiES TO U.S., CANADA & APO/FPO ADDRESSES ONLY 




































The paratroopers of the U.S. 
Army Airborne are known for their 
dauntless courage and camara¬ 
derie. This ring is an authentic 
casting of the official paratrooper 
wings insignia'. To wear it is to par¬ 
ticipate in everything the legend 
signifies: Taking risks. Going 
beyond the limits. Living on the 
edge. Your choice' of solid sterling 
silver or 14 karat solid gold, 
antiqued or with inlaid semi¬ 
precious stones. Order yours now. 

TilEU.S. 

PARATROOPER RING 


Please rush me my 

Solid Sterling Silver 

□ Antiqued $39.95 

(shown above) 

With inlaid stones: 

□ TUrquoise $49.95 

□ Lapis $49,95 

□ Red Coral $49.95 

Guarantee: If you’re not 
satisfied, return the ring 
to us within 10 days for 
full refund. 

Dealer and distributor 
inquiries welcome. 


paratrooper ring(s) 

14% Solid Gold 

□ Plain $129.95 

With inlaid stones: 

□ Turquoise $ 149.95 

□ Lapis $149.95 

□ Red Coral $149.95 



Enclosed is my check or money order for _ 

Charge to: O Master Charge □ BankAmericard □Visa 
Card Wo--—. 

Expiration ------ 

My Narhe __^ ^ , ___ ^. ^ . 

Adch^s.. .-. - . _ _ .. / 

CsLy.^ ____ State_____ 

Add $1 for postage and handling. In Calif, add 6% sales tax. 
Send me a colorposter (17” x 22") of this picture. $3.50. 
Ring size (if not known use finger calibrator below)-s—-- 

Signature-.--— . . 

Mail coupon to: 

THE AIRBORNE COMPANY 

8722 Airlane Avenue. Los Angeles, CA 90045 
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Measure to this line. 




Pat. Pend © Copyright: The Airborne Company, 1977 
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